


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

 

 
I’ve been mulling this over in my mind the past few days.  
  
One of my favorite quotes is by C.S. Lewis, “Joy is the serious business of 
heaven.”  You do know there is great joy in heaven, don’t you?  And,  
notice what Jesus says brings a heavenly celebration and joy in Luke 
15:7,9,10,24,32, ”Come and celebrate with me’, she says, ‘for I have found 
that coin I lost.’ I tell you, it is the same in Heaven—there is rejoicing 
among the angels of God over one sinner whose heart is changed.” 
  
All it takes is one sinner to choose Jesus and change their direction.  
Rejoicing, celebration, divine fireworks and serious joy is set off in heaven! 
Sadly, there will be a day when this kind of specific celebration will cease. 
  
I have noted in our time through Philippians that there are a few  
foundational words that Paul thematically builds upon in the book.  

 Christ ~ various forms 70 times [20 in chapter 1] 

 Joy / rejoice ~ in some form 18 times 

 Mind/remember ~ some form 12 times 

Today, another word pops out as a central motif, GOSPEL = good news of 

Jesus Christ.  Paul uses it six times.  In the New Testament, it is used just 

over seventy times so Paul uses it almost 10% of those times in  

Philippians.  Since the gospel is about Jesus and points people to Jesus [1 

Corinthians 15], there is no wonder Paul’s book is filled with joy and  

rejoicing!  

  

It was Thursday, May 11th 2006, a beautiful, sunny, warm spring morning 

at Delta View Golf Course in Pittsburg. I was playing a “get to know you, 

business round” of golf with Bay Area Chaplain, Harold Albert and another 

pastor.  Harold wanted to discuss with me supporting Bay Area Chaplains 

ministry.  This was my first ever meeting with Harold and the other pas-

tor.   We are playing and talking when we arrive at hole #6.  It is a par 3, 

144 yards and usually a windy hole, but on this morning there is not even 

a breeze 
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I take out my 8 iron, line it up and simply pure the shot.  I take it right at 

the flagstick and the ball sailed slightly over the hole. From the tee box, 

we could see it land and with reverse spin, it backed into the hole for a 

hole-in-one. A true professional shot by this unprofessional.  Harold turns 

to me and calmly, unemotionally says, “Nice shot, I think it went in.”   

Inside, I’m screaming, thinking something like, “No kidding captain  

obvious! It didn’t take Sherlock to unlock that mystery!” 

  

My first, my only hole-in-one and it’s with two guys I just met who give 

me a calm, unexcited, no high fives, curtesy, “nice shot.”  Let me just say, 

this was time for some serious celebrating and rejoicing for this potentially 

once in a lifetime happening. If I had been golfing with Tony, Kent, Derek, 

Billy, James, Pete, Ed or a host of others, I would’ve “mounted” my 8 iron 

and rode that golf club from tee to green like a bucking bronco yelling 

and screaming my praises!  You might have heard me all the way back to 

Martinez! My friends would’ve heard about it all day as I celebrate on 

them around them and before them!  My celebration that day, you 

ask?  Walking to the hole, I snuck out my cell phone and called Trina to let 

her and a couple other golfing buddies know my golf world shaking news. 

I guess one good thing is I didn’t have to buy drinks.    

  

This is going somewhere, I have a point to this story…I’ll continue it 

tomorrow…  




