


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

 

 1776 ---- 244 ---- 1957 ---- 2020 

  

You can probably figure out what those numbers represent:  1776, the 

birth year of our nation; 244, the birthday our nation celebrates tomorrow; 

1957, the year I was born as I had to put a date in there to totally confuse 

you; and 2020, a year of chaos and unrest in America.     

  

As we stand on the eve of our nation’s birthday, it is important to remem-

ber that prayer was often used in this country by our leaders for guidance, 

protection and strength: 

  

The Pilgrims at Plymouth relied on prayer during their first dark winter. 

  

Our founding fathers called for prayer during the Constitutional Con-

gress.  In their eyes, our recently created nation and freedoms were a di-

rect gift from God.  One way to protect them was through prayer to the 

Almighty One.   

  

President Abraham Lincoln knew this well.  It was his belief that, “It is the 

duty of nations as well as men, to owe their dependence upon the overruling 

power of God.”  

  

I Timothy 2:1-6 “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 

and thanksgiving be made for all people— for kings and all those in author-

ity, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holi-

ness.  This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be 

saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  For there is one God and 

one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 

himself as a ransom for all people.”  

  

2:1, I urge, then . . . this statement ties in what has preceded that which 

Paul is about to say to Timothy.  Chapter 1 and 2:3-6 focus on the univer-

sality of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and that leads into prayer and worship. 
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2:1, …First of all. . . means that which is of primary importance.  In other 
words, what follows is important as we are called to pray for everyone 
[2:1,4,6].  Like them, agree with them, like their party, their platform, their 
dress, it does not matter.  Pray for them.  
  
What is our priority?  What is of primary importance to God in heaven? 
Pray.  BEFORE you stand up, protest, before you to stand against anything 
or anyone, Paul says humble yourself, kneel down and pray for our leaders 
and those in authority.   Okay, I will say it.  WAY TOO MANY Christ-
followers have this backwards.  There I said it.  

 They grumble and attack. 

 They criticize, complain, slam and swear about it on social media. 

 They blast and besmirch leaders.   

  

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do noth-

ing.”  - Edmund Burke 

  

What could we do if those who call on the name of Jesus made prayer a 

priority, our something instead of doing nothing?  Prayer, the first thing 

and starting point.  Prayer the main thing as we move forward on our 

knees.   I love our country.  Warts, problems, chaos and all.  

  

I want to be a part of the solution, not the problem.  I will start by  

muzzling my mouth, throttling my thoughts and praying for our great 

nation.  

  

On this 244th Independence Day celebration, let’s make it our dependence 

on God Day, the One who can save people, change hearts, transform lives, 

and give us hope for a preferable future.  AMEN. 

   


