


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge said, “Friendship is a sheltering tree.”  How 
true.  In your life experiences, there is nothing like the life-giving shade 
and protective shelter a true friend brings to your life.  Paul introduces us 
to two of his closest sheltering trees.  The first is Timothy, whom Paul says 
was like a “son” to him.  He gives us a courtside seat to some of the  
characteristics that made him a sheltering tree in their relationship.   
  
“When he arrives, he’ll cheer me up….” When Timothy enters my relational 
orbit he’s not a Donny Downer but cheers me up, blows winds of joy into 
my sails.   These friends are worth much, priceless! 
  
For I have no one else like-minded….”  Like minded = equal soul.  Paul  
saying, this guy is a kindred spirit, a soul brother to me.  When I look 
around, I can’t find anyone who has the same intentions and value  
structure. Paul knew when life starts to push and shove, come at you head
-on, heats up, it is your value structure that will determine life and ministry 
decisions.  
  
“Who will genuinely care about your interests…”  In matters of the soul 
and spiritual things this man is genuine, legit, the real deal. While some 
people learn the spiritual lines, parrot others, Timothy walks the talk. 
  
Paul says, I have no one who will be concerned = actually “WORRY” for 
you like I do.  He could’ve used any number of words [compassion, care, 
be interested in] but uses same the word Peter uses in 1 Peter 5 about 
casting cares/worries/anxieties on Lord…. 
  
Paul uses a negative in the positive here, whatever Timothy’s doing – he is 
always thinking of and concerned for you, he’s not a hireling.   Whether on 
vacation, tootling around town, cleaning the house… driving and getting 
pulled over for a ticket which probably happened as he thinks about you 
because he cares! It can be hard to find people who really care about the 
welfare of others.  
  
“All seek their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.”  See again the value 
system Paul is talking about, same word used in Matthew 6:33 where Jesus 
said, ”But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things will be provided for you.” Timothy a man, a leader who has 
Christ’s interests for those he serves, not his own.   
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It is not about his platform but Jesus’.  Its not about his plans, but Jesus’. 
  
“But you know his proven worth…”   Timothy is proven, tested by fire, 
tough times, he is someone who has gone through it, but is still standing 
in Jesus.  I know him, I’ve watched him and he can be trusted.  Timothy 
had a depth of character that allowed him to sit in the most difficult place, 
2nd chair, to serve Paul and Jesus. That, my friends, is a wingman/
wingwoman of great worth.   








