


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 
The passage today caused me to push a pause button for some deeper 
personal reflection. Paul, the writer of Philippians, would often end his 
New Testament epistles [letters] with greetings and salutations to  
numerous people. Most of his call outs were wrapped in rich relationships, 
gracious acknowledgements and filled with deep appreciation. 

His other call outs, not so much. In those, Paul noted breaches of trust, 
betrayal of relationship, duplicity of character and people who left him, the 
ministry or Jesus. All relationships and yes, even ministry relationships can 
be dicey and often messy. People wonder, how can that be with Jesus in 
the middle of them? 

People are sin stained, still working through their own stuff while often 
attempting to assist others through their stuff. Ministry leaders, like Paul, 
have to grow and learn to navigate their own and others relational  
minefields at the same time. 

Think about it: Jesus faced this with the religious leaders around him,  
disciples walking with Him and Judas who was close to Him. Even the  
Perfect One wasn’t enveloped in perfect relationships. Okay, again, why is 
that? I think we see some examples experienced by Paul in his ministry 

 1 Corinthians 3:1-9, People compared and wanted Paul to be some-
one he wasn’t. Why can’t you preach like and be like the eloquent 
Apollos? You’re not like my guy/gal, I’m outta here! God created 
one Paul, one Apollos, one you. Be the best you that God made you 
to be and don’t expect others to be the someone or something you 
want them to be.  

 1 Corinthians 5, As a church leader, Paul had to make decisions 
affecting church and family relationships. It is said, blood is thicker 
than water.  
People naturally pick sides at these intersections of tough deci-
sions. The focus of Christ-following people should be the cleansing 
blood of Jesus and supernaturally make decisions based on Him 
and His Word. 
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 Ephesians 4:15 & 1 Corinthians 2:10-16, some don’t want to deal 

with or belly up to spiritual truth and want to maintain their own 
truth. 

As you read Paul’s writings, there are many more relational minefields Paul 
walked through that were explosive. What does all this have to do with 
today’s passage? In all of his writings, this is the most extensive time Paul 
spent on ministry relational call outs. It is personal, spiritual, practical and 
heart felt. Why here, why now? Paul has been toughened by the realities 
and rigors of ministry while being tenderized by the Spirit as his time may 
be coming to an end. He knows the value of real and true long-term rela-
tional bonds. He has learned the difference between detractors, frenemies, 
fans, friends and family. 

Paul pulls back the ministry curtain and gives us insight into two of “his 
wingmen” or true friends, rock solid ministry friends. In my April 27th de-
vo, I wrote of one of my wingmen who was promoted to his heavenly re-
ward. By way of reminder, a wingman is defined as: A man who helps or 
supports another man; a friend or close associate no matter what. Over 
the years, the Friday morning men’s group have discussed and identified 
them as “the guy[s] you would call and they would answer at 2:00 a.m. 
with a life crisis. Or, you’d want them to be one of your pallbearers be-
cause they were always there.” 

I paused to reflect on who, over the past forty years, were my true friends, 
ministry friends, wingmen for life. I wrote down 11 names of men who 
have been proven over time. They are men who follow and are loyal to 
Jesus, love and are loyal to His Church in a number of ways and in all her 
imperfections, loved me for who I am, never wanting me to be like some-
one else but encouraged me to be the best version of me. They have simi-
lar characteristics to Timothy and Epaphroditus, Paul’s wingmen. I will get 
to those tomorrow. To be continued….stay tuned… 








