


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 
Please, do not judge me… 
…because I’m a teen product of the 70’s and I still listen to Classic Rock. 
Favorite band:  Bad Company with best front man, Paul Rodgers, known as 
“The Voice.” He could sing the phone book and make it a melodic 
sound.   Lest I digress…sorry, TMI. 
  
…because I’m a closet Country & Western listener. The music tells great 
stories. One of my favorite songs is by Tim McGraw, Live Like You Were 
Dying.  It is a reminder that life is transient and at any time, news can 
come that hi-lights that truth. So, in that reality, live with a sense of adven-
ture and purpose each day.   Here are some of the words from the chorus: 
  

When you get that kind of news?  Man, what'd you do?" 
He said, I went skydiving, I went Rocky Mountain climbing, 

And I loved deeper, And I spoke sweeter 
And I gave forgiveness I'd been denying" 

And he said, "Someday I hope you get the chance 
To live like you were dying" 

  
Paul lived continually with a sense and awareness of living like he was  
dying.  Philippians 1:21, “For to me to live is Christ, to die is gain.” Whether 
here or with Jesus, it’s all good! In today’s verses, Philippians 2:17-18 
Paul says, “Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the  
sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you 
all.  Likewise, you also should be glad and rejoice with me.” Being poured 
out as a drink offering comes from Numbers 15 & 28:7 where Paul is  
comparing his sacrifice to that of a priest pouring out a drink offering.   
It involved pouring out wine onto the ground or on the altar as an  
illustration of a life being poured out in service to God.  
  
Translation: If I end up losing my head and not getting out of Rome alive, 
rejoice with me, I’m happy! In the midst of a very serious time, Paul  
defaults to living with or dying in joy. Joy is a major motif and thematic 
thread woven throughout the tapestry of this letter. Like Paul’s life, it 
pours out of his life and from every page in Philippians.   
  
Truth: I’m of the persuasion it is hard to live like you were dying, unless 
you know you are dying.  Why?   
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Because our lives are so filled up, so busy.  We have responsibilities, cares 
and dreams to fulfill, passing on is not a pressing mindset in our day to 
day experience. But wait, we all have a shelf life, an expiration date.  We 
are dying, so how are you living? 
  
An amazing thought to me is that Paul didn’t die at this time in 62 
A.D.   He’d live another 3-5 more years until 65-67 A.D. [2 Timothy 4:6-8] 
when he would die in Rome after imprisonment.  How does he keep going 
through it all?  There are probably many reasons, but let me give you a 
few I think are lived out in His life 

1. It was all about Jesus!  Live or die, Paul did all for Jesus, Philippi-
ans 1:13, 21; 2:17; 3:10. 

2. It was a journey where he chose to live with joy!  Philippians 
1:3,18,25; 2:2,17,18; 3:1; 4:10. 

3. It was an onward, upward and future focus!  2 Timothy 4:6-8.  
  
I started with a song so I’ll close with a song I love, an old hymn, Blessed 
Assurance. As you read the words, allow them to seep into your soul and 
establish deep moorings of faith in your spirit today. And, may the joy of 
the Lord well up within you to sing out! 

 

 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine, O what a foretaste of glory divine 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, I'm born of his Spirit and washed in his 

blood.  This is my story, this is my song. Praising my Savior all the day long, 

This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long. 
Perfect submission, all is at rest I in my Savior am happy and blessed 

You know I'm watching and waiting, I'm looking above 
Filled with His goodness and I'm lost in his love 








