


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 
“…for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good  

pleasure. Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may 
become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the 

midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as 
lights in the world...”  Philippians 2:13b-15, Paul 

  
Have you ever seen those pictures of dogs that have a striking 
resemblance to their owner?  I love those! I also love dogs.  In my life, I 
have had a Corky, Duke, Duchess, Doc, Sugar, Kiko and Ivory.  None ever 
resembled me…way too cute, all of them!  
  
I suppose people can resemble dogs as well in their temperament and 
disposition. Are they friendly, more likely to bark or bite, be obedient or 
defiant, have protective tendencies, be loyal or potentially turn on them at 
some point? 
  
German Shepherds are a great dog, known for their intelligence, strength 
and ability to attack when trained. A couple years ago, one of our 
Creekside police officers, Fred Ferrer, brought a Martinez Police dog to 
Creekside for an event to demonstrate their tracking and attacking  
abilities.  It was an incredible display of power.  Once Officer Ferrer put on 
the protective pads and gave his commands, that shepherd went after him 
like a freshly grilled 4th of July steak! That dog had a great bark and an 
even greater bite.  Afterwards, Officer Ferrer showed us the bruise marks 
left behind…through the padding.  I saw them. 
  
A sheep dog is known for its well-mannered, friendly, protecting,  
nurturing ways.  This dog is trained to shepherd sheep by rounding them 
up and herding them with the rest of the flock. You will not see their teeth 
unless in protective mode for the sheep.  
  
As Christ-followers, we can know that Jesus is at work in us by how we 
react to people, situations and circumstances. Put another way, it is in our 
tough times the ‘real dog’ in us will come out. 
  
Blameless  - There isn’t anything to be found in you, a glaring sin or char-
acter defect that could be a handle that someone could pick out and grab 
or get a hold of to use against you. 
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Harmless  - You will not choose or want to harm another person by  
hurting, exposing, exploiting or attacking them or a weakness they have. 
But, like Jesus [2:1-8], you will encourage, bless and yes, even challenge 
but in an edifying and life building way. 
  
Paul seems to be saying, in our relationships, we can be like our Great 
Shepherd Jesus, well-mannered, protecting, nurturing and guiding people 
in positive godly ways. Or, we can be like a worldly trained German  
Shepherd, who in the right setting or if provoked can be set off and attack 
or harm those around.  We all have been around both.  We all have  
experienced both.  Most of us have done both.  
  
When you forget what Jesus has done for you, how His love came to heal 
and fill your life, it is pretty easy to revert back to the ‘ol dog and begin to 
harm and forfeit our blamelessness.  
  
What is the big deal?  Paul says, you are “…children of God who are  
faultless in a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine 
like stars in the world…” We live to show Jesus is at work in us and through 
us as a star/ light to a needy world. 
  
Please, do not report me to PETA, as these are only broad breed  
generalities used for illustrative purposes, not to categorically characterize 
these dogs. Both are wonderful breeds…Woof, woof!   










