


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 

“For to me to live is Christ, to die is gain.”  Philippians 1:21, Paul 
 

What a great life mission statement.  I wonder if Paul experienced such joy 
in the midst of really tough times because he understood he had  
everything to live for and everything to die for. What a win/win  
perspective.  Talk about one with a positive temporal focus and a hopeful 
eternal perspective, Paul was the man!    
  
I will conclude our building motif today. Imagine a place with – 

-       No sin in or around you to drain your life. 
-       No sadness to sully your spirit. 
-       No tear stained cheeks. 
-       No darkness to inhibit your sight or diminish your soul. 
-       No death to fear in your future. 

  
Sounds like utopia.  Pretty much.  It must be other worldly. It is. Read  
Revelation 21&22.  Paul had insight into what was coming [2 Corinthians 
12:1-6]. Jesus gave His disciples, you and me insider living information on 
eternity.  
  

“Your heart must not be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me.   

In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if not, I would have told you. 
I am going away to prepare a place for you.  If I go away and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and receive you to Myself, so that where I am 

you may be also. You know the way to where I am going.” John 14:1-4 
  
When falsely accused leading to incarceration because he followed Jesus 
and didn’t know if he’d ever be set free [Paul]. When in the grip of a  
pandemic.  When fighting disease and unsure of the outcome. When  
wondering about your job and stimulus check in the mail.  How are you 
able to rejoice and infuse others with joy like Paul does in his Philippians 
letter? You understand this life is it, yet it isn’t it. You have everything to 
live for [Jesus] and everything to gain [Jesus + Heaven]. 
  
I remember when we received news to pick up our first-born son, Jo-
el.  Trina took over my office in our small apartment and cleaned every-
thing out.  Everything!  Books, trophies, sneakers, basketballs, golf clubs, 
old food, gone.   
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She put a fresh coat of paint on the walls, had the carpets cleaned, closed 
the door and said, DO NOT ENTER until he’s home!  She worked hard, 
cleaned deeply as she prepared my old office for our new and soon arriv-
ing son.  While I was a bit troubled by the suddenness of the takeover, 
truly, it was a labor of love and joy in preparing to receive him home. 
  
Jesus said, “Hey friends, your hearts don’t have to have a troubled 
heart!  I’m going back to heaven, putting on a hard hat and strapping on 
the tools to prepare, build you an eternal home.”   Wow, imagine what our 
home will look like after 2000 years of construction after living in what 
Jesus did in only 6 days of creating our universe?  Ever wonder why you 
are not always satisfied here on earth?   I wonder if intrinsically we under-
stand this isn’t our true home, there is something more.  
  
Why does this bring hope to troubled hearts? Again, note Jesus’ own 
words…to you. 
 

1. You believe in Him as Savior of the World sent by His Father 
[John 14:1&7-11]. 

2. Jesus is preparing a home for you in heaven…with Him, [14:3]. 
3. You have the privilege and power of prayer, [14:12-14]. 
4. You have the promise and presence of the Holy Spirit WITH you 

and IN you, [14:18&25-26] 
5. While Jesus builds up there, you can have His peace down here, 

[14:27]. 










