


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

 

 
“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in 
my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure.” Philippians 2:12-14 

  
Who is more responsible for the construction of your life, Jesus, the  
Master Builder or you, the living builder?  Think about that for your answer 
will affect how you see and live your life.  Answer? This is not an either/or 
but a both/and answer. Look at Paul’s statement again: YOU work OUT 
what GOD has worked IN.  
  
It is a cooperative relationship between humanity and divinity.   Jesus’ 
work of salvation embodies wholeness spiritually and starts as an inside 
work, a free gift that will always be worked out and seen on the outside, 
by others.  Someone told me at the preacher factory, “Salvation it is a free 
GIFT but after that, it will cost you.”  A little fly-by theology here.  

 Our salvation starts with responding to Jesus and experiencing  
justification = the instantaneous past action on God’s part to justify us 
and bring us into relationship. 

 Our life is then the ongoing outworking of God’s inworking called 
sanctification.   

  
The term, work out, has to do with working in a field where the worker 
receives the benefits from the diligence of their work.  People become 
frustrated with the building process if they believe Jesus does all the work 
because little will happen.  Or, they will become frustrated if they believe 
they do all the work as they will always try to work to get to or get from 
Jesus instead of letting happen what He will make happen.  
  
There are some reasons why people don’t cooperate with God’s process: 

 Neglect: some stop “feeding” their relationship with  
Jesus.  When a garden is overrun with weeds, growth can stop.  

 Ignorance: some don’t know or understand they have a part in the 
process. 

 Uncooperative: others know what God desires but are unwilling to 
move on it or change.  Their attitude is, “You know, that’s just the way 
I am…” And, there in lies the problem!  
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“A few things I’ve learned about the process of His inworking that we get 
to work out. 

1. God’s work is always process oriented:  We are an “instant” society 
and want it now.  Microwave this, one click and get that in a day. 
Rushed jobs make me nervous.  God will take His time with us so we 
can process with Him and work out His works in us.  

2. God is at work in you as well as in me: Never forget God is working in 
those around you as much as He is at work in you.  When we forget 
that, on one end we could become prideful with His work in us, or 
on the other end, we could become frustrated with others.  Every-
one’s journey is different and at their own unique pace.   

3. God works on the inside as well as the outside, with the small as well 
as the large:  We have a tendency to focus on outward behaviors 
while God will start on our inward thinking and attitudes.  God’s 
greatest work will always start as an inside job and often in the small 
areas of our lives.  Someone said, “If God isn’t fingering the small 
areas of your life, you’re not dealing with God.”  

4. God’s work in you is serious business:  Paul says, “…work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling…” Paul says, have a little pho-
bia; healthy concern about His work in you.  Take it serious-
ly.  Why?  Because we are to shine as lights in a dark world [2:15b].   








