


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

 

 

We live in a culture that pursues and admires upward mobility, you know, 
up and to the right with a corner office, bigger title and better pay.  I 
haven’t heard a lot of people who, moving forward in life say, “I’ll take the 
job of lesser prestige.  Oh, and just give me a little room in the basement 
and while you are at it, go ahead and drop my salary 15%.”  Climb the ?
ladder, upward mobility, so the way of the world.  Not for Jesus. And not 
for His Kingdom dwellers.  
  
Hold on PT, let’s go full flaps and cool our jets for a minute!  Are you  
saying it is wrong to aspire to a better lot in life?  Have a little healthy  
ambition to go a little farther? Great question and I am not saying that.  I 
am saying that Jesus models for us the way and attitudes that bring true 
worldly and other world greatness.   
  
In Philippians 2:3-11, we see Jesus doing the unthinkable as He DESCENDS 
into greatness.  This is the ultimate show and tell lesson for you and I from 
Jesus, our Master Teacher. Jesus descended to earth to mentor us as the 
ultimate example of downward mobility leading to true greatness.    
  

1.  He emptied Himself. 
2.  He took on the form of a servant. 

3.  He was made in the likeness of humanity. 
4.  He humbled Himself by becoming obedient unto death. 

5.  He took on most painful and humiliating death  -   
crucifixion. 

  
2:7a, Jesus Emptied Himself…  Jesus’ first rung He steps down is when 
He arrived as God in the flesh.  Imagine stepping down a rung from  
heaven to earth, our earth?  He arrived as a baby growing into manhood - 
definitely below Jesus’ “pay grade,” wouldn’t you agree?  While fully God 
and fully man, He gave up so much so He could give so much to us.  This 
is a major doctrine that time doesn’t allow to develop and unpack.  But, 
the example of emptying self so one can give to others is a powerful  
example for us to follow.  
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2:7b, …taking the form of a servant…  Jesus steps down another rung. 
On the value chart of the cosmos, where would you rank the job title of 
GOD?  Probably pretty high on the chart. And, not a lot of room for career 
growth when you start there.  Jesus lets it go, set it aside as some  
translations say, ”…didn’t consider it something to be clung to.”  Jesus 
doesn’t focus on getting what he wants, grasp for what should rightfully 
be His. He just lets it go.  For many, serving others isn’t in top 100 of job 
or personal pursuits.  Yet, it seemed to suit Jesus in His job relocation.   I 
love what Mother Theresa said, “You are never too small for God to use, 
only to big.” How can you grade your learning to serve like Jesus?  How 
do you react when you are treated like one? True servants…could go  
unnoticed, may be overlooked, seldom thanked and maybe no applause.   
 
2:7b, …He humbled Himself by becoming obedient…even death on a 
cross…”  Jesus keeps descending down, taking the last rung.  When you 
hit “death on a cross,” you hit bottom. The problem with climbing the  
ladder? On your way reaching up, you will go right past Jesus as He is 
stepping down.  We are called to die to self, our ways, our way of thinking 
and personal pursuits that have no Jesus orientation. I believe a great life 
principle is, “Always take the hard road or way.”  That’s the Jesus way, the 
way of the cross because it will usually give something to others.  










