


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

I recently received the following question from a Creeksider friend.  It is a 
good one and causes one to pause and wonder in this season of deep 
disparity and unique unrest. It is something I’ve said for years and do 
understand the question and sentiments behind it. 
  
I have been a registered voter since I turned eighteen in 1975. My first 
Presidential election to vote in was 1976 and I have voted in every  
election since.  I have not changed parties but do see the merits of both 
parties.  Some have asked, "Pastor are you a Republican or a Democrat… 
a conservative or liberal?"  Without playing semantic games My answer is, 
"On what issue?" TRANSLATION: I believe there is not one single party 
and few politicians that can encapsulate what I believe to fully embrace 
the kingdom of God as embodied in the person of Jesus and as attested 
in His life and Biblical teachings.  
  
Neither party has a corner on the truth.  The word “corner” in the classic 
stock-market usage has the idea that “no group controls all the 
shares.”  No political party controls the shares of truth from God’s  
perspective. Both parties have things, that I believe Biblically, would break 
the heart of Christ. 
  
THE QUESTION: “I always wonder how people can say that God doesn't 
have a political party when one party stands for ____________________.”    
A few things as to why I say Jesus wouldn't be a part of our political  
parties: 

1. During Jesus time on earth, there was political volatility with groups, 
social injustice and racial inequity and discrimination.  As far as we 
know, Jesus wasn't part of a political group.  He did say in Matthew 
22:21, "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesars; and to God the 
things that are God's. He was saying, honor both as government has 
its place aside from the Kingdom. Jesus transcended the politi-
cal machinery of His day and would do the same today in favor of 
His Kingdom.  Many Christ-followers mistake one party as being 
Christian and the other being unchristian. This is way too simplistic 
and painting too broad of strokes in assessing political parties. 
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2. Job 11:6 is a great guiding principle, “He would show you the secrets 
of wisdom for true wisdom has two sides.” I believe truth is found in 
the tension of opposites. The ONLY way to have a Christian party is 
to amalgamate the best of both parties under biblical precepts. That 
said, we would still not come to an agreement.  

3. As Christ-followers our role is to align with God’s Word and  
purposes, not expect Him to align with our political perspectives and 
personal ideas. A classic example of this is found in Joshua 5:13-15, 
when Joshua is outside Jericho praying in preparation for a battle 
against Jericho.  As he is praying there is what many believe to be a 
Christophany – an appearing of the pre-incarnate Christ.    

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes 
and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn 
in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or 
for our adversaries?” So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of 
the Lord I have now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth 
and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my Lord say to His servant?” 
Then the Commander of the Lord’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal 
off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.   
  
See the word, NO?  Jesus is saying I’m not taking sides.  The bigger  
question for Joshua, for you and I is whose side are we on?  It’s about His 
plans and His agenda.  That’s why we want to do what Joshua did.  A) Get 
away from all the noise, B) Seek God and His way, C) Call out to Him in 
these holy moments, D) Assuage your fears by trusting in Him knowing 
the battle is His, not ours, yet still engage in the process living on the 
solution side [Joshua 6 & Romans 13:1-8].    
 
Prayer Points 

 Pray that Christ-followers would be peacemakers in these unpeaceful 
times. 

 Pray that Christ-followers would trust in Jesus, who is the Creator, 
Savior, Healer and Judge of all.  

http://youversion.com/niv/Job.11.6



