


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

I recently read about a man who was in the hospital.  A few days before 
he passed, a chaplain went to visit him.   As the chaplain entered the 
room, he noticed an empty chair beside the man’s bed.  The chaplain 
asked him if someone had been by to visit.  The old man smiled, “I place 
Jesus on that chair, and I talk to him.”  
  
The chaplain was a bit puzzled, so the man explained.  “Some years back, 
a friend told me that prayer was as simple as talking to a good friend.  So 
every day I pull up a chair, invite Jesus to sit, and we have a good talk. “  
  
Some days later, the daughter of this man came to the chaplain’s  
parsonage to inform him that her father had passed.  “An interesting 
thing took place when I arrived to see him.  Before he passed, because he 
seemed so content,” she said, “I left him in his room alone for a couple 
hours.  When I returned to the room, I found him dead.  The interesting 
thing was I found him with his head resting, not on the bed pillow, but on 
an empty chair that was beside his bed.”  There is great security and com-
fort in prayer.  It is found not only in the act of prayer but the Person we 
pray to…Jesus.   
  
There is a second chair.  A plush comfortable chair.  I know because I sat 
in it yesterday.  It was Norma Lee Butler’s chair.  She was a precious saint 
who attended Creekside for almost fifty years with her beloved husband 
Billy of sixty-eight years.  In that time, she loved and served God, 
Creekside and His people with great grace and excellence. She was well 
known for her tasty taco salad often made for large church events.  I 
knew well the divine desserts she made served this pastor in my visits 
during the early years.  
  

 Yesterday was Norma Lee’s celebration of life service. What was so  
powerful is that Norma Lee was best known by everyone for her 
godly influence and prayer life.  Her daughter, Laurie, thought it 
would be special to bring her chair and stage it on our stage during 
her celebration.  It sat there prominently front and center.  It was a 
symbol. It was a reminder that she was a woman of prayer and the 
Word.  Godliness often establishes its foundation and out flow in 
prayer.  Mother Teresa said   "Prayer is not asking. Prayer is putting 
oneself in the hands of God, at His disposition, and listening to His 
voice in the depth of our hearts."   
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I’m reasonably sure that when Norma Lee sat herself down in her chair, 
she knew she was situating herself in God’s hands and ready to hear His 
voice.  Thank you, Norma Lee, for the life you lived with Jesus.  Thank you 
for the chair reminder.  
  
Jesus noted we need those quiet times and places to be with Him, to 
speak to Him and to hear from Him.  I encourage you to find your 
place.  Set up your chair.  It will make a difference.  I will make a big  
difference.  It will make a great difference in your spiritual life.  
  
Lord Jesus, thank you for your reminder to us to find our place with 
You.  Thank you for the saints you put in our life like Norma Lee who 
“model for us and mentor us into the simplicity and power of walking with 
You.  Amen.  

 Prayer Points 

 The Butler Family. 

 Prayer would be a foundation to spiritual renewal in our nation.    




