


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

Many pundits and commoners say this is the most important election in 
our lifetime.  Maybe all-time.  While I don’t know the veracity of that 
statement, it sure seems important in many ways.  That is a lot of  
pressure on a nation and voters.  Have you noticed that in life, external 
pressures can greatly diminish inner peace, even squeeze the peace right 
out of your life.  Thirteen days until “the most important election in our 
lifetime” will likely be decided.  How’s your peace quotient these 
days?  Starting to feel a bit like a tube of toothpaste?  I suppose in some 
ways this is good as it can put us in the hand of God.  And, in this season 
we do see what is within each of us.  
  
The great debate is tonight. The last before election day.  This morning, 
I’m wondering….     
  

 Will politeness or personal attacks be the prevailing norm? 

 Will policy make it on the program and win the night? 

 Will future hope or fear be promoted by the party leaders? 

 Will Americans click off the remote with a clearer voting  
        conscience?   
  
Yeah, I don’t know either.  What I do know in these days leading up to 
the election and tonight’s debate is that long term peace will not be 
found in any of the above. It is never found in a political party, politician, 
or program by man. It is found in prayer and the Person of Jesus 
Christ.  The following is my personal “go to peace reminder.”     
  
Philippians 4:5&6, “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about  
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has 
done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything  
we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live 
in Christ Jesus.”  
  
Don’t worry about anything, pray about everything.  Imagine if we 
did this statement.  I have a Dennis the Menace comic I cut out a couple 
years back and copy it and post it in my journal when I need a  
reminder.  It shows Dennis bedside talking to his Grampa who is getting 
ready to turn in. Dennis asks him, “Do you count sheep to get to sleep, 
Grampa?”  His Grampa replies, “Nope…I talk to the Shepherd.”    
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Isaiah 37:16 “O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, who is enthroned above 
the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. 
You have made heaven and earth. 
  
Hebrews 11:3, “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 
the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which 
are visible.” 
  
Colossians 1:15-17, ”He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or  
authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is 
before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
  
Prayer Points… 
 

 That Christ-followers, His church, you, me, the world would see 
God’s greatness and hear His voice. 

 Pray for the election in 18 days for God’s will to be done. 

That my friends, is some solid and foundational wisdom for our times.  For 
your day.  
  
 Prayer Points 

 As you go through this day, pray for tonight’s debate that civility will 
rule and clarity will take place. 

 Pray for the winds changed and fire to be non-existent today. 




