


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

Did you enjoy doing homework and getting it done in school?  Some do 
and some don’t. I plead the 5th. 
My college pastor, Roy Hicks, Jr. said something I’ve always  
remembered.  “There are three things you need to do in your walk with 
Jesus and in ministry…  

1. Do your heart work 

2. Do your head work 

3. Do your homework “ 
The first two were fairly easy to figure out.  The third took some time 
thinking in spiritual terms.   But, I now have a greater idea of what it 
means for my life.  Do the first two diligently but there will always come a 
time to work, to do something, put on denim, put shoe leather to the 
ground and walk something out.   
  
“I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them;  
intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for them.  Pray this way for kings 
and all who are in authority...This is good and pleases God our Savior…” 1 
Timothy 2:1-3  
  
We’ve been doing some heart and head work by praying for our leaders 
as Paul commanded Timothy and Christ-followers to do.  I sense the lord 
giving me some homework to do.  Maybe you’d like to join me.  Did you 
catch what happened at the end of the last day of Supreme Court  
hearings for The Honorable Amy Coney Barrett?  It was great.  We’ve 
been praying for unity.  I know, I know don’t get too excited about this 
one thing.  But you know what?  One thing is a big deal, sweet  
victory.  Maybe answer to prayer?  
  
Stuart Emmrich of VOGUE reported it after contentious arguments filled 
with sarcasm and vitriol filled much of the proceedings.  “Senator Dianne 
Feinstein, the ranking Democrat on the fractious committee, startled 
some in the room with her closing remarks. “I just want to thank you,” 
Feinstein said, looking over at Lindsey Graham, the chairman of the  
committee and the senator most responsible for rushing through this 
nomination in near-record time despite reversing an earlier pledge to 
block any nominee whose name was put forth in the last year of a  
presidential term. “This has been one of the best set of hearings that 
I’ve participated in. Thank you so much for your leadership.” The two 
then embraced. Neither one wore a mask.” 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/amy-coney-barrett-feinstein-graham_n_5f889602c5b6e9e76fbb6892
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Isaiah 37:16 “O Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, who is enthroned above 
the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. 
You have made heaven and earth. 
  
Hebrews 11:3, “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by 
the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which 
are visible.” 
  
Colossians 1:15-17, ”He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or  
authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is 
before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 
  
Prayer Points… 
 

 That Christ-followers, His church, you, me, the world would see 
God’s greatness and hear His voice. 

 Pray for the election in 18 days for God’s will to be done. 

These two could be seen together like, Mutt & Jeff, Laurel & Hardy, Penn 
& Gillette, John & Judas Iscariot. Opposites in so many ways.  Yet one 
reaches “across the aisle” and says, “…thank you for your leadership, good 
job…”  The response of HER constituents?  So sad.  They called for her to 
step down.  Accused her of doing a disservice to the Democrat party. A 
traitor.  Her high crime? Congratulating, thanking and being congenial to a 
colleague and peer with opposite views and ideology.    
  
It was at that moment I sensed the Lord give a homework assignment.  I 
love Proverbs 3:27,” Do not withhold good from those who deserve it when 
it’s in your power to help them.” Feinstein and Graham both “did good” and 
deserve to be recognized for their good.  Senator Feinstein for her l 
argeness of spirit and Senator Graham for his graciousness in leading in a 
mine-filled arena.  I’m going to pray for both of them specially.  And for 
my Lord directed homework assignment, I’m going write each of them a 
letter specifically to encourage them for these leadership acts and let them 
know I’m praying for them in this season.  Will they get them?  I don’t 
know.  Regardless, it is a homework assignment from the Lord to go along 
with my prayer directive.  
  
They deserve it.  It is in my power.  Thank You Lord for speaking.  
  
Lord, thank you for these two leaders who in their diversity modeled the 
unity our country needs. May Your blessing upon them.  Protect from the 
onslaught of criticism and being castigated for doing good.  Amen. 




