


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

Jesus said to them, “Therefore, you should pray like this: ‘…and do not 
bring us into temptation, we,” Matthew 6:11b 
  
The word temptation here can be translated as test, trial or temptation. 
Our English word temptation is a solicitation to evil. In translating it here, 
trial is likely the best translation.  If we face a trail or test the focus is to 
pass or succeed.  But often when we face those two things and if we fail, 
it can turn into a temptation from the evil one.  What God would or could 
use for our growth the enemy of our soul turns into a temptation or evil 
solicitation to fall. 
  
Remember – 
Joseph as young teen to leader in Egypt? Tested character through 
Genesis 37-50, tempted by the enemy in Genesis 39 with  
seduction.  Passed all the tests and some of his closing words were epic, 
“What you planned for evil God planned for good to bring about the 
present result.”  Genesis 50:20. 
  
God’s people in the wilderness? He tested them to see what was in 
their hearts, Deuteronomy 8:2, but many failed to grow in faith and  
succumbed disobedience and lack of faith and trust.  
  
Jesus after His baptism?  He was tested by God to prove the virtue of 
who He was while Satan came to destroy the virtue and derail Jesus’  
mission.  Satan does the same with us.  
  
Trials and tests are good for us as they develop, grow and strengthen our 
spiritual lives. James 1:2-3, “Consider it joy, my brother and sisters,  
whenever you experience various trials, because you know that the testing 
of your faith produces endurance…”   Satan will come and pervert God’s 
growth plan to turn it into a pathway to failure.  
  
God is never the author of temptation.  James 1:13-14, “No one  
undergoing a trial should say,’ I am being tempted by God,’ since God is 
not tempted by evil and He Himself doesn’t tempt anyone.  But each  
person is tempted when he is drawn away and enticed by his own evil  
desire.”  Peter notes that tests/ trials purify us as gold purified through 
fire.   God is at work in our lives.  It is for good.  It is for His purposes and 
our growth.  
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If trials are good, why pray? This is the prayer point where we  
understand our past foibles and failings while knowing our present and 
future vulnerabilities and potential fallings. We are on a journey where 
we don’t reach perfection, but our direction is Jesus, the One who is  
perfecting us through all we face.  We need His strength.  Prayer is part 
of the process and journey of faith.   
  
As we pray, remember, our Lord who secured our victory on the cross, 
Colossians 2:14-15…You can trust Him in the process as you pray for His 
strength when facing any trial or test in life while praying against any 
temptations the enemy would bring to pervert God’s good work in your 
life. 
 
Our God is --- 

 Too kind to do anything cruel 

 Too wise to make a mistake 

 Too deep to explain Himself 
 
 Prayer Points… 
 

 For the Supreme Court confirmation hearings with civility for the 
Honorable Amy Coney Barrett. 

 22 Days to election day…pray for peace in our communities. 




