


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often say a 
key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spiritual. 
The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused His direction 
and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, espe-
cially in these times: 

 

 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than what may 
seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  

 

 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than random 
circumstances. 

 

 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t have. 
 

 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring doubt. 

Jesus said to them, “Therefore, you should pray like this: ‘Give us today 
our daily bread.” Matthew 6:11b 
  
Is this part of prayer really relevant for me, today?  I mean, most in our 
relational orbits pray to protect them from food knowing once on the lips 
it hits the hips and lives forever on the waistline.  
  
Jesus didn’t pray, “Give me my bread,” but “give us our  bread.”  You see 
there are no singular pronouns in our Lord’s prayer.  We are in this  
together.  We are not alone we are in all this together.  We are reminded 
of a Kingdom truth in Ephesians 4:28 “Instead, use your hands for good 
hard work, and then give generously to others in need.” We don’t work 
only for self but for a higher calling to be a blessing to others. To live this 
way takes faith and trust in God’s provision and faithfulness.  
  
We pray each day. Not his week, this month or this year.  Why daily 
bread?  It leads us to daily look to Him, think on Him and be thankful for 
His provision.  If He provided for us by the month, I imagine our prayer 
life would grow anemic while even while we ate well.  This is a gracious 
invitation to focus on our Provider every day even beyond the provi-
sion.  Remember when God’s people were in the wilderness, He provided 
and fed them manna and quail each day.  If they saved it up, it 
spoiled.  Talk about a crash course in daily trust!   
  
It’s so easy to move away from God in times of feasting and success.  In 
1987, I was playing golf with my mentor and pastor, Jim Pluimer.  He was 
a good golfer.  On this day, I had the chance to beat him for the FIRST 
time EVER.  On the 17th hole, I went one shot up on him.  I now tee off 
first.  I’m feeling good as I stand on the 18th tee box setting myself,  
focusing down the fairway.   I took a bunyanesque swing with my big 
dog driver.  Let’s just say, it didn’t go well. In golf parlance I choked up a 
massive duck hook that quacked 60 yards left and out of bounds. As I 
bent down to pick up my tee, I heard Pastor Jim say, “You can’t handle 
success, can you?”  Gulp.  I chuckled to keep from crying.  I wanted to win 
so he’d have to buy the Coke.  I lost.  Bought the Coke.  
  
A great lesson was learned in this silly story.    Be careful with success.  It 
can cause you to lose focus on what is ahead on each shot and what is 
important.  Successes in life can often lead us to lose our daily focus on 
Jesus.  .  
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It can get us off track believing we can trust ourselves, handle life on our 
own for the next week, month or year.   
  
The word BREAD refers to our physical needs.  Praying for our daily bread 
reminds us that in all our successes. 

 We still need God.  We will always need God. 

 We come humbly to ask of Him, our Heavenly Father. 

 We come to Him in trust to provide our needs, any needs, all our 
needs. 

 
1 “Success” is nice.  Trusting daily in our God is life building and secure 
living.  I don’t want to have so much success that it leads me to trust in 
me instead of looking to Jesus, daily.  That never ends well…quack, quack. 
  
Prayer Points   

1. Our nation needs healing, prayer for civility and a truce between our 
political parties and people. 

2. Pray for the safety of all our politicians 




