


Listen to a professional athlete, actor, leader and they will often 
say a key to their success is found in their focus.  
I believe what is true in the practical is clearly seen in the spir-
itual. The gospels noted on a few occasions how Jesus focused 
His direction and “set Himself to go to Jerusalem…” 

The following are a couple focus points that I keep before me, 
especially in these times: 

 
 Focus on EVIDENCES of God’s PRESENCE rather than 

what may seem as EVIDENCES of His ABSENCE.  
 
 Focus on God as the source of your life, rather than 

random circumstances. 
 
 Focus on what you have rather than what you don’t 

have. 
 
 Focus on what you know, not the things that bring 

doubt. 

Acts  2:42b “And they devoted themselves to…prayer.” 
  
The beginning of the church was simple.  There were no lists of  
programs, no crammed calendars, no fog and lights in services.  It seems 
the followers of Jesus were focused on one thing – Jesus. They were  
passionately devoted the Word, community with one another, sharing a 
meal and communion together and prayer.  All of these things combined 
helped to build the early church.  But what brought power and made 
things come alive and produce the results of vs. 43-47 seems to be  
prayer.  I say this because it was prayer that produced many things in the 
early church. 
Unity, 1:14 

 Birth of the church, 2 

 People saved, 2:41 

 Boldness, 4:13 & 31 

 Forgiveness of persecutors, 7:60 

 Vision and charity, 10:1-8 

 Released from prison, 12:12 

 Sending out ministries, 13:1-3 

 Deliverance, 16:25 

 Appreciation, 20:36-37 
PRAYER isn’t a magical formula of speaking forth memorized lines.  It is a 
simple God ordained way for people to connect, seek after and depend 
on God.  When the early church prayed amazing and unexpected things 
happened. This wasn’t because they were talented, smart, good looking 
or financially endowed [Acts 4:13]. It was due to an aching need and 
growing awareness that they could do few good things without the  
direction, power and Spirit of God intervening and leading.  Prayer wasn’t 
an option for them.  It was the air of life they breathed in, the language 
they spoke and the navigational pull of their hearts toward God.  
  
Prayer changes things because it is about God and not us.  May we be 
devoted to prayer as we are a good meal…except when we are fasting of 
course  : ). 
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PRAYER: Lord, thank You for the gracious gift of prayer.  May our greatest 
joy be found in being able to commune with You, listen to You and know 
Your presence will never leave us or forsake us. Regardless of the chaos 
around us or difficulties before us, may we be like the early church that 
looked to you daily and trusted in you continually.    Amen 
  




