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Atonement’s Mission Statement 
 

“Reaching Up, Reaching Out” 
 

Reaching Up To God:  We build personal 
relationships with God through worship,  

prayer, Bible study and Christian fellowship. 
 

Reaching Out To Others:  God’s love leads 
us to share the message of Jesus Christ with 
others through our love, our lives and our gifts 

in our faith community and the world. 
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Save the Date! 

 
Adult Education  

Searching for Peace in the Middle East 
Sundays October 1st, 8th & 15th 

10:10 -10:50 am 
 

  Trunk n’ Treat    
October 25th 5:15—7pm 

Details inside  
   

Reformation 500th Anniversary October 29th  
       Confirmation with Faith Statements   

Sunday 11 am    
 

Bell Choir  
20th Anniversary  

Concert & Reception  
Sunday 4 pm  

 
 

Reformation Word & Song Celebration 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, St. Cloud  

  Sunday, November 12th 4 pm 
NOTE  One Rehearsal  

Saturday, November 11th, 9—11 am  
 

 
Thanksgiving Celebration November 22nd  

Worship 6:30 pm 

Pie Social 7:30 pm 
  



 

 

Atonement Members and Friends, 
 
We’ve witnessed layers of devastation on our screens.  
Images of women in wheelchairs as their Houston area 
nursing home flooded.  The streets of Miami full of wa-
ter flowing like rivers.  Children and families like us 
loosing everything.   
 
We’ve also witnessed scenes of rescue, nuns  
brandishing chainsaws, ordinary folks taking extreme 
risks for the sake of strangers.  Ironically these natural 
disasters bring out the best in us.  They are the great 
equalizer.  We realize we are less in control of our lives 
than we like to believe - reminding us that along with 
our ancestors of faith, we are family together, looking 
to God for help and courage.  
 
A friend of mine wrote “it’s freeing to understand our 
place in the order of things, dependent on one  
another and all creation for our well-being and  
flourishing.”  Despite all our achievements and  
brilliance, God is God, still at centerpoint.  We are not. 
This is a most empowering and liberating truth.  We 
can use our gifts and energy not in attempts to control 
but in humble service to the most vulnerable, joining 
forces for good.  Our place in the order of things.  
 
We will miss the presence and skills of Office Adminis-
trator April Carlson in this place.  Primary for her is fo-
cusing on family now.  Thanks to Jean Klosowski for 
going the extra mile in this transition time.  Staffing 
needs are being evaluated and the process of  
interviewing candidates for this position has begun.  
Thanks to several volunteers who have stepped up to 
assist in the office.  The office load for us all is heavy 
with a reoccurring pattern of high turnover of support 
staff. Our task at hand is simplifying and streamlining 
the work.     
 
Thanks to the initiative of your Transition Team as they 
meet with you on teams and small groups followed by 
a telephone campaign to secure your input and vision 
for creating the newest congregational  profile and    
hiring your next lead pastor.  Please make every  
attempt  to participate in the questionnaire before or 
after worship during October.  Stay tuned for an all 
congregation gathering in November.  Thank you for 
being faithful in daily prayer for the guidance of the  
Holy Spirit.   Let’s make worship together, all ages, our 
highest priority!  Without a doubt you will be fed…..I 
promise! 

 
Re-forming together, 

Pastor Mari   
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Dear Friends, 
 
As this issue of our newsletter goes out, we are nearing 
the end of a very full month and, for the sake of hones-
ty, I have to say that I am tired.  I feel, as JRR Tolkien 
once wrote, “like butter scraped over too much  
bread” (Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring). Since our 
calendar doesn’t really slow down until…May 2018, this 
puts me in a bit of a pickle. But rather than getting frus-
trated, I’ve been trying to use this feeling of being 
stretched as a tool for reflecting on how we all can be 
the Body of Christ - here at Atonement, in our homes, 
and in our wider communities of work, school and 
neighborhood.  
 
Let me unpack this: I have a young family. If you have 
or have already raised kids, you know without me ex-
plaining what that means. And if you are a single per-
son, you might not be familiar with all the details of be-
ing married with children, but you have a life too, and it’s 
no less full or important than anyone else’s. Work, 
chores, schoolwork, family obligations, sports, arts pro-
grams, community service - we have all these duties 
hanging on us, and many of them we enjoy!  So we 
have these duties and opportunities and we try to 
choose the ones that give us the most return on our in-
vestment of time, money and energy. We try to choose 
what will advance our careers, make our kids happy & 
set them up for a good life after school, keep us in good 
relationships with our friends and family. And there is 
nothing wrong with any of that.  

 
But sometimes it feels like the pieces of our religious life 
- prayer, worship, study, serving others, giving of our 
time, skill and money - are just one more row on that 
list, one more set of things that we have to do to keep 
from falling behind or falling out of a relationship. Some 
of that feeling is the fault of your pastors and other 
church workers. We are sinners, too, and so we fail to 
serve Jesus as we should, which is to say proclaiming 
his message as pure, sweet, and undiluted good news. 
So read my words and understand: there is nothing you 
can do to earn Jesus’ love. Jesus loves you forever and 
will never let you go, even if you are the worst church-
attender, laziest servant, most ungenerous person you 
know. Jesus loves you forever and gives you that love 
as a gift, before you could even try to earn it - which you 
would fail to do, anyway - because it is the most im-
portant thing in our lives. Apart from God, we don’t fall 
behind, we cease to be. God loves us too much to let 
this depend on our limited ability and obedience and 
some comes to us where we are with everything we 
need.. 
Continued on page 7  

A Message From Pastor Mari    … and Pastor John  
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Dear Atonement Friends,  

 I hope you have 
signed up to have your  
photo (s) taken for the 
Atonement Church           
directory.  If not, you can 
still do it, either online,  or 
before and after worship 
services.  We want every-
one to participate.  You will 
receive a free   directory, and an 8x10 portrait, if 
you have your  photo taken.  You can also pur-
chase additional photos if you wish.  
 
 The Transition Team is working hard to    
visit with all Atonement members, and obtain  
data to facilitate a document reflecting our  
desires as we move forward to call a new pastor.  
We are looking at the end of October to finish 
that part of the process.  The next step is to form 
a “Call Committee” to begin contacting the Synod 
for names of possible candidates for Lead Pastor 
at Atonement. 
 
 As we move through this season devoted  
to “Thankfulness” I am so blessed to be a part of 
such an active, thriving, caring Christian church, 
as Atonement is.  By being involved I am          
privileged to see the wonderful activities, serving 
opportunities, and “lifting up” the name of Jesus” 
being done locally, and reaching out beyond our 
community.  You might not realize how your      
offering contribution affects so many, but I do.  
Thank you for your generosity  and all you do to 
spread the Good News.  When we move into the 
time to choose new leadership, I hope you too 
will grasp the opportunity to serve.  You will reap 
10 fold of what you sow. 

Debbie Grzybowski 

Council President 

 

 

 

 

The Council President’s Update 

Funerals  

Recent Pastoral Acts 2017  

Robert Bolz  August  12 

Howard Kaler  September 7 

Robert Hoofnagle  September 8 

Dean Schenk    September 11   

500th Anniversary  
of the Reformation  

Bookstore  
 

October 2017 marks 500 years since the 
Protestant Reformation in Europe.  Honor 
the  anniversary by learning about Martin 
Luther, his writings, and his current impact.  
Peruse our bookstore— the table at the Fel-
lowship Hall entry - through November 5th 
on Sundays from 10am to 11pm.   
 
Purchases on and before November 5th will 
receive up to 50% off plus free shipping.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiJ8u6wmqfVAhVL_IMKHRqiAjAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rmselca.org%2Fengaging-our-story&psig=AFQjCNHrdp3lU_7HmhoALitwx9gx8Oa-QA&ust=1501167306559747
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjD6v-VoKfVAhXJz4MKHc7IAYMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fchurch-member-directory-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNEMn6hJJD9nT8FNKIuZKk-LYu3xIA&ust=15011688875595
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Mission 
x 

MINISTRY OF THE MONTH 
NOVEMBER  

ELCA 

World Hunger 
 
x  

One in 5 people in our world today lives in extreme   
poverty, living on less than $1.25 per day. Even in 
the United States, one in 10 households experience 
hunger – skipping meals, or going an entire day 
without food. Every few seconds...the length of each 
breath we take … someone in the world dies from 
poverty-related causes.  We can respond. 
 
ELCA World Hunger supports: microloans, health 
clinics, water wells, animal husbandry and other  
innovative  solutions to get to the root causes of 
hunger. They  engage in advocacy and hunger edu-
cation to act and speak in ways that can make a dif-
ference. They address hunger from all angles, both 
locally and around the world.  In November the offer-
ing from the Sunday School  children will be added 
to Ministry of the Month (MOM) offerings for pur-
chasing farm animals for people in other  countries. 
This provides milk and eggs to feed their families.  
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

ADVENT TEA PLANNING MEETING   

 

The Advent Tea is scheduled for Saturday,  

December 2nd.  Please join us to plan for the event 
on Wednesday, October 18 at 6 pm in the Library.       

 

Thank YOU!  

 

To Earl Pederson for his 20 years of delivering food 
to the food shelf.   

For your support for Ministry of the Month (MOM)  

January Luther Crest $621.34 

February Place of Hope $896.59 

March MN Food Share $1,629.09 

April Atonement Preschool $1,388.52 

May Habitat for Humanity $672.79 

June Anna Marie's $867.30 

July Phoebe Hospital $727.64  

 

 

You can support  
the ministries of the month  

by using the envelopes  
included in the Visitor. 

MINISTRY OF THE MONTH 
OCTOBER  

SHY  
Supportive Housing for Youth   

 

The SHY program helps homeless youth build 
stability in their lives as well as find and main-
tain affordable housing. SHY offers housing 
counseling, on-site transitional housing and 
financial assistance for young people ages 16 
to 24 who are experiencing homelessness, 
near-homelessness or aging-out of foster care. 
SHY offers housing opportunities for up to 24 
months. Check out the Ministry of the month 
bulletin board for ways we at Atonement can 
help these young people.  Money given for 
MOM will be used to purchase food. 



 

 

Adult Ministry / Fellowship / Stewardship 
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   HOSPITALITY  

The Hospitality Committee is looking 

for help for several upcoming events.   

 

Saturday, October 7th:  Atonement is hosting a 
large catered dinner for the Sunbeam Boys Home 
fundraiser.  Volunteers are needed to set up, serve 
and cleanup.  If you can help, please be at church 
to set-up by 1 pm and by 5 pm to serve and 
cleanup.          

October 29, The Bell Choir is celebrating their 20th 
Anniversary.  We need people to serve 
refreshments and clean up. Workers need to be at 
the church by 4:00 pm.  If you can help or would 
like to learn more about the Hospitality Committee 
please contact Arlene 235-9330 or Jan at 259-9214 

to be scheduled.  Thank you!  

 

Stewardship  

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU ! 

Thank you to each member who made a pledge 
during our annual Stewardship Campaign .  
Pledged giving, dollars & pledges, increased from 
2016 and is the majority of our annual offerings.  
Non-pledged giving is about 20%  — a significant 
portion of offerings.  We appreciate each giver 
however they share.  The Stewardship Committee 
(Jason Anhorn, Mary Ann Leitsch, Barb Borth, & 
Don Stello) welcomes your feedback.  Please 
contact Jason Anhorn at 320-291-8804 or 
jasonanhorn@charter.net.     

 

IT’S A COMIN’ SOON—LEFSE! 

 

We will enjoy making lefse for 4 weeks beginning 
Wednesday, October 25.   We do potato 
preparation on Wednesday mornings and fry on 
Thursday mornings each week.  All the fun starts at 
8 am.  Seasoned lefse bakers and first-timers 
are welcome. Look in the bulletins for details.  
Questions?  Call Jane Hruby at 320-259-9426.     

 
 

  Atonement’s Book Club 
                             

We meet at 5:30 PM on the  third  Monday of 
every month.  We will discuss The Other  Wes 
Moore by Wes Moore on October 16th.   
 

For more information call   
Debbie at 320- 203-7643.  

 
 
 
 
 

Coffee & Conversation    
 

October 1st, 8th & 15th  

Searching for Peace in the Middle East  
 
Watch, engage and discuss the video with 
Patrick Foley.  We will review this complex 
matter of achieving peace in the Middle 
East.   
 
Please check our calendars and stay tuned 
to learn about other upcoming events!       

THE BELLS OF ATONEMENT  
20TH ANNIVERSARY 

Sunday, October 29th at 4:00 PM  
 
Concert in the sanctuary with dessert  
reception to follow.  Bring a friend and   
celebrate with us!   
 

 

Girls Night Out 

 

Will not meet in November & December  
Questions?  Call Delores at 320-252-6577. 
 

mailto:jasonanhorn@charter.net


 

 

Notices / Events / Noteworthy Facts 

October/November Atonement Visitor             Page 6 

AARP  
Smart Driver  
Classes  
 

If you are 55 years or older, have taken the Initial 
Safe Driving Class and need to take the 4-hour re-
fresher course, it will be offered at Atonement on 
Thursday,  
October 5th at 12:30 am.  Taking the class will allow 
you to receive a 10% discount on your car insurance.  
You must take the initial course to qualify for the dis-
count.   
 
A 4-hour refresher course will also be offered from 
12:30 pm—4:30 pm on Thursday, November 2nd.   
 
Cost: AARP members—$17.00, non-members 
$22.00. This includes materials, coffee, and 
snacks.  To register, call the church office at  320-
252-6203.   
 

Questions?  Call Debbie at 320-203-7643.   
 

NEW CHURCH  DIRECTORY  

BE INCLUDED!  

Sign up for a Photo Session!   

Help make our new photo directory complete by 
having your photo taken here by Lifetouch Photog-
raphy on these dates & times:   

Tuesday, October 10th - Saturday, October 14th  
Tuesday, October 24th - Saturday, October 28th 
 

Times   
Tuesday - Friday 2pm-9pm  

Saturday - 9am to 3pm  
 
Sign up for a photo session at church on Sunday 
mornings or Wednesday evenings or on our mem-
ber site:    
https://booknow-

lfetouch.appointmentplus.com/y6czgm1v/.    
 
The online sign-up option will be disabled while we 
take paper registrations.  If  you can’t connect 
online please try again later.  There is no obligation 
to buy, but each household that has their photo 
taken by Lifetouch will receive a free new church 
directory.   

Looking for 
Blood  
Donors 
  

This is a BIG request for  Atonement members to 
donate blood to the Red Cross Bloodmobile on Oc-
tober 3rd and November 7th from 1pm - 7:00 pm 
at Atonement. Just one generous gift of blood can 
help save several lives.   
 

Walk-ins welcome!   
 

Call LouAnn Garner at 320-252-1555 for an ap-
pointment.   

 

October — Operation Christmas Child  

Children worldwide suffer from war, poverty, dis-
ease and natural disaster. Every day millions of 
children experience God’s love through gifts from 
caring people through Operation Christmas Child. 
The gifts are given to children through local church-
es and offer children Gospel literature and culturally 
appropriate evangelistic  programs. The gifts open 
doors to present the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

What can you give to brighten a child’s life?     

Something to love: teddy bear doll, soft toy.  School 
items: pencils, pens, pencils cases, notebook, eras-
ers, calculators.  Clothing: T-shirt, hat, underwear, 
socks, shoes, flip-flops.  Toys: cars, jump rope, 
yoyo.  Personal hygiene (not toothpaste) soap, 
washcloth, tooth brush, hair brushes & combs.  A 
special thing: tote, sunglasses, craft kit, stickers, 
jewelry, small tools, flashlight, photo and a note.     

Boxes will be available to fill mid-October.   

Don’t want to pack a box?  We will do it for you.  
Provide a $9 check, and other items you may want 
to include and bring them in.   

Questions? Call Loretta Anderson 320-492- 3153 or 
Nancy Sturlaugson 320-291-5761.  

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y6czgm1v/
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y6czgm1v/
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Pastor John’s message continued  from page  2 

 

And  that bit of good news - Jesus loves you already and 
always - changes where our faith life fits into the equation 
of our days. We don’t have to worship, pray, study, serve 
or give to get God to love us. We get to worship, pray, 
study, serve and give a God who has always loved us, a 
Lord who does not demand our lives from us, but gives his 
life for us.  The changes that you are seeing - adding a unit 
of children’s faith formation on Wednesday nights, allowing 
our youth to customize the way they demonstrate their 
readiness for Confirmation, being creative and flexible in 
how we form the faith of adults, adding a (short) year-
round Wednesday evening worship (probably in January 
2018) - are rooted in that understanding of our life as 
wholly dependent on God, who comes to us where we are. 
Our families (all families, from single people to extended 
families of multiple generations) are stretched thin in this 
world so we, as a church, are going to imitate Christ by 
being present and available at the times and places where 
they are able to hear and join in the life of the Church.  

There is much more to be done than those few things 
we’re already trying, and I hope to hear from you about 
what more you feel called to try. Some things won’t work. 
And that’s ok. Jesus will love us anyway and the Spirit will 
still lead and fill us. And when you are tired, I ask that you 
join me in reading and praying over Matthew 11:28-30 
from now until next summer (I like to dwell on particular 
passages for the course of a program year, but that’s for 
another newsletter). 
 
God bless you, 
pr john 

Children & Youth Ministry  

 

2018 ELCA  

National Youth  

Gathering  

Houston, Texas     

June 27 - July 1, 2018 

 
Every three years, 
30,000 high school 
youth and their adult leaders from across the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a 
week of faith formation known as the Gathering. 
Through days spent in interactive learning, wor-
ship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young 
people grow in faith and are challenged and in-
spired to live their faith in their daily lives. We en-
courage all 9th  through 12th   graders to attend!  
Interested?  Questions?  Contact Lynn Anderson 
(cell: 320-493-4846  or email: 
lynn@thefishingpond.com) or Pastor John. 

Trunk ‘r Treat    

Sponsored by the Spirit Trek Youth 

Wednesday, October 25 

5:00 to 7:00pm 

For all kids age 0 - 5th grade (and their families!) 

5:00 - 6:00 PM  

Games, prizes & supper           

6:00 PM  

Costume Contest 

6:15 - 7:00 PM   

Trunk or Treat in parking lot 

Admission cost:  A donation for the Food 

Shelf! 

 Deadline to sign-up: Sunday, October 22nd 

Watch for sign-ups for the party and for provid-
ing a trunk.  We need volunteers to hand out 
candy from their decorated trunks.  Watch the 
upcoming bulletin for details.   

 

Coming Soon … Christmas! 

 

Christmas Program  — Sunday, December 17th 
at 4 pm. Free fellowship meal to follow .  

Preschool Corner   

Another school year! We still have room for children in our 
Tuesday/Thursday class.  Please spread the word.   

Fundraising news – The CAMPBELLS LABEL PRO-
GRAM HAS ENDED so we do not accept those items.  We 
do participate in the KWIKTRIP MILK MOOLA PRO-
GRAM.  We earn 5¢ for every cap or bag top collected 
from Kwik Trip and Kwik Star’s Nature’s Touch® products 
which include milk, orange juice and other items. Only 
caps with the official Milk Moola symbol, or bag tops with 
the official Milk Moola symbol qualify for redemption.  Look 
for the blue bin in the hallway or the container in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  We are continuing to collect the LABELS 
FOR LEARNING receipts from Coborns & Cashwise 
stores.  Questions? Please call Kathy Young @ 224-
6366 or email atonementpreschool@gmail.com.  
Thanks for your support of Atonement Preschool and 
considering our preschool for your child!  

 

mailto:lynn@thefishingpond.com
mailto:atonementpreschool@gmail.com
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Atonement Lutheran Executive Committee & Staff 

President Debbie Grzybowski nyla4@msn.com   
Vice President Chris Wills cnmwills@gmail..com  
Secretary Marilyn Skurdahl  mmdahl@aol.com  
Treasurer Brent Engelbrekt brentengelbrekt@gmail.com  
Interim Lead Pastor 
Associate Pastor  

Mari Thorkelson  
John Gabrielson  
 

marit@atonementlutheran.org 
johng@atonmentlutheran.org 

   Phone Ext. 14 
   Phone Ext. 12 
 

Children’s Ministry Sheila Molde sheilam@atonementlutheran.org    Phone Ext. 15 
Office Administrator Jean Klosowski  office@atonementlutheran.org    Phone Ext. 10 
Adult Choir Director Susan Cogdill scogdill@csbsju.edu     
Director of Music/Organist Marcia Handahl mhandahl@atonementlutheran.org  
Celebration Worship  Diane Wisniewski-

Grzybowski 
geewiz11kids@charter.net  

Praise Team Leader Terry Elliott   
Praise Team Musician Adam Molde   
Handbell Choir Director Al Marquardt abmarquardt756@gmail.com  
Preschool Director Kathy Young atonementpreschool@gmail.com    Phone Ext. 18 

 
 

1144 29th Avenue North, St. Cloud, MN  56303    
www.atonementlutheran.org  

Church office: 320-252-6203.  Call the church office to reach the pastor on call. 
Office Hours Monday—Thursday 8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m., Friday CLOSED 

mailto:geewiz11kids@charter.net

