
Weekly Worship: 
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.  

 May Day 

Confirmation 

Sunday  

Coffee &  

Conversation 

10am Adult 

Ed & Sunday 

Sch. 

 Star Wars     

Day 

8am  Bible 

Study Online 

9am Quilters 

Spirit Trek & 

Wednesday 

School 

 Cinco de 

Mayo 

10am Bible 

Study Online 

12pm Bible 

Study 

1pm Pieces of 

Love Quilters 

   Mothers’ 

Day 

 

Coffee &  

Conversa-

tion 

10am Sun-

day School 

                  

Memorial 

Day 

 

Coffee &  

Conversation 

 

                  

 

Coffee &  

Conversation 

10am Sunday 

School 

                  

 

Coffee &  

Conversation 

 

 

5:30pm 

Atonement 

Book Club  

 

9am  Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am 

Men’s Group 

 

9am  Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am 

Men’s Group 

 

9am  Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am 

Men’s Group 

 

9am  Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am 

Men’s Group 

 

9am  Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am 

Men’s Group 

10am Bible 

Study Online 

12pm Bible 

Study 

1pm Pieces... 

Quilters 

7pm All Coun-

cil Cmtees 

10am Bible 

Study Online 

10am B-Day 

Cards 

12pm Bible 

Study 

1pm Pieces... 

Quilters 

10am Bible 

Study 

Online 

12pm Bible 

Study 

1pm Pieces 

of Love 

Quilters 

 

 

 

7pm 

Itinerant 

Pitcher 

8am   Bible 

Study Online  
 

9am Quilters 

9:30am Eliza-

beth Circle  
 

NO Spirit 

Trek/Wed 

School 

     8:am  Bible 

Study Online 

9am Quilters 

Spirit Trek/ 

Wed School-

Cmty Project 

& Party  

7:15pm Choir 

8am   Bible 

Study Online 

9am Quilters 

NO Spirit 

Trek or 

Wednesday 

School 

 

 

 

1pm Prayer 

Beads 



Weekly Worship: 
Wednesday: 6:00 p.m.—note change! 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.  

  
Sunday Mondaby Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

8am Bible 

Study Online  

 

9am Quilters 

 

2 

10am Bible 

Study Online 

12pm Bible 

Study 

1pm Pieces of 

Love Quilters 

3 4 

5 

 

Coffee &  

Conversation 

6 

9am-12pm 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 

(VBS) 

7  9am-12pm 

VBS 
 

9am Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am Men’s 

Group 

8 

8am Bible 

Study Online  

9am-12pm 
VBS 
 

9am Quilters 

9  9am-12pm 

VBS 

10am Bible Study 

Online 

12pm Bible Study 

1pm Pieces... Quilt-

ers 

7pm All Council 

Committees 

10 11 

12 

 

Coffee &  

Conversation 

13 14 

9am Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am Men’s 

Group 

15 

8am Bible 

Study Online  

9am Quilters 

9:30am 

Elizabeth  

Circle  

16  10am Bible 

Study Online 

10am B-Day 

Cards 

12pm Bible 

Study 

1pm Pieces of 

Love Quilters 

17 18 

 

 

7pm  

Itinerant  

Pitcher 

19  

Fathers’ Day 

 

Coffee &  

Conversation 

20 

 

5:30pm 

Atonement 

Book Club  

21 

9am Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am Men’s 

Group 

22 

8am Bible 

Study Online  

9am Quilters 

23 

10am Bible 

Study Online 

12pm Bible 

Study 

1pm Pieces of 

Love Quilters 

24 25 

26 

 

Coffee &  

Conversation 

27 28 

9am Bible 

Study with 

Pastors 

9:30am Men’s 

Group 

29 

8am Bible 

Study Online  

9am Quilters 

30 

10am Bible 

Study Online 

12pm Bible 

Study 

1pm Pieces of 

Love Quilters 

  



We just celebrated Easter.  Now, we celebrate with young 
people at Atonement who wish to Affirm their Baptism.  How 
do we effectively communicate the promise given at Easter?  
Sometimes secular movies provide a means to communicate.  
Always on the lookout for good illustrations, I was recently 
reminded of an old movie while thumbing through a book 
called, Hot Illustrations for Youth Talks.  It relates to the Easter 
story so I’ve reproduced it here… 
 
Steven Spielberg’s film, Saving Private Ryan begins on D-
Day, June 6, 1944, as the Nazis were advancing across 
Western Europe. Faced with the ugly possibility of defeat, the 
Allied powers staged on the beaches of Normandy the 

greatest military invasion in history. Their goal was to cripple the German army and 
ultimately force Hitler and his army into retreat. 
 
Following the bloody battle, Captain John Miller (played by Tom Hanks) and his 
surviving company of soldiers receive very unusual orders from their commander. They 
must locate and rescue a solder, Private James Ryan (played by Matt Damon), who is 
fighting somewhere behind enemy lines. We are told that Ryan and his three older 
brothers enlisted in the Army. What Private Ryan doesn’t know is that all three of his 
brothers perished during the Normandy invasion. To spare Private Ryan’s mother the 
anguish of losing all four of her sons, Miller and his men must find James and bring 
him back alive. 
 
As Miller and his eight men move deeper into enemy territory in search of Ryan, they 
engage in an intense debate about why one man’s life is so important that they should 
risk theirs. “This Ryan better be worth it,” Miller says. “He better go home and cure 
some disease or invent a new longer-lasting light bulb.” 
 
Despite their misgivings, Captain Miller’s band of soldiers bravely carry out their 
orders, with several of them paying the ultimate price as they successfully locate and 
rescue the young soldier. In the final battle scene, Miller takes a bullet that will 
ultimately cost him his life. But before he dies, he whispers to Private Ryan, who is 
kneeling by his side, “Earn this...earn it.” 
 
The movie ends with a scene set some fifty years after the war, with the elderly James 
Ryan standing over Captain Miller’s grave at Arlington National Cemetery. With a 
trembling voice, he says, “Every day I think about what you said to me that day on the 
bridge. I’ve tried to live my life the best I could. I hope that was enough...I hope I 
earned what you did for me.” 
 
In the movie, Ryan then asks his wife, “Have I been a good man?” For 50 years, he 
was tormented by the realization that he could never do enough to earn what Captain 
Miller and his men did for him.   
 
Contrast that with Jesus, who gave his life so that we could live. His dying words were 
not “Earn this.” Instead, he said, “It is finished!”  Had Jesus said, “Earn this,” you would  



have quickly come to realize that there’s no way to earn what it cost for Jesus to give 
his life for yours. To spend a lifetime trying to earn your salvation only leads to 
frustration and despair. 
 
That’s why Jesus said, “It is finished!” He declared once and for all that nothing more 
needs to be done. You don’t have to earn it. The free gift of salvation is yours—no 
strings attached. Jesus died for all and is a savior and friend. 
 
Does that mean we live our lives as if nothing happened? Do we go on living as we did 
before? “By no means!” writes Paul in Romans 6:2. Instead, we demonstrate that we 
have new life in Christ by living in obedience to him. Our good works won’t earn our 
salvation, but they will provide evidence that we have gratefully received it. 
 

Pastor Tim 

 
 
 

A Little Pun Intended 
 
Two vultures board an airplane, each carrying 2 dead raccoons. The stewardess looks 

at them and says: "I'm sorry, gentlemen, only one carrion allowed per passenger. 
   
A devout Christian and mystic who walked barefoot most of the time produced an 

impressive set of calluses on his feet. He also ate very little, which made him rather 
frail and with his odd diet, he suffered from bad breath. This made him what? A 
super callused fragile mystic hexed by halitosis.  

  
Two adventurers sitting in a kayak were chilly, but when they lit a fire in the craft, it 

sank, proving once again that you can't have your kayak & heat it, too.   
 
A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a hotel and were standing in the lobby 

discussing their recent tournament victories.  After about an hour, the manager 
came out of his office and asked them to disperse. But why, they asked, as they 
moved off. Because, he said, I can't stand chess nuts boasting in an open foyer.   

 
These friars were behind in their belfry payments, so they opened up a small florist 

shop to raise funds. Since everyone liked to buy flowers from the men of God, a 
rival florist across town thought the competition was unfair. He asked the good 
brothers to close down, but they would not. He went back one begged the friars to 
close. They ignored him. So, the rival florist hired Hugh MacTaggart, the roughest 
and most vicious thug in town to persuade them to close. Hugh beat up the friars 
and trashed their store, saying he'd be back if they didn't close up shop.  Terrified, 
they did so, thereby proving that Hugh, and only Hugh, can prevent florist friars.   

 
Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novocain during the root canal? He 

wanted to transcend dental medication.   



Patience Is a Virtue We Need at Atonement… 
 
Google tells me that patience is the capacity to accept or tolerate delay, trouble, or 
suffering without getting angry or upset.  Hmmm.  I guess I’m not a very patient 
person.  This is troubling because my intent is to ask for your patience with the 
Atonement office over the next few weeks.  Several things will be happening over the 
coming weeks that require patience.   
 
First, we are searching for a new office manager.  This is a time-consuming process in 
which we’ve already demonstrated incompetence!  How does one find someone that 
can do all these tasks well?  We’ve tried a couple of times in the past year without a 
great deal of success!   
 
The office manager position at Atonement is not an easy job and it requires the ability 
to juggle many things at once, work on tasks with weekly deadlines, mange many 
rental relationships, work with two pastors and answer phone and in person inquires 
with a cheerful demeanor. It’s not a job for everyone.  During the interim, volunteers 
are running the office, answering the phones, producing newsletters, printing bulletins, 
and managing the many renters that use the building, etc.  Please be patient with 
them, they are treasured gifts from God for which we give thanks! 
 
The Office Manager position at Atonement is 40 hours a week and pays $18/hour.  It 
includes health benefits and Paid Time Off. We’ are advertising on some electronic job 
search engines, at the colleges and tech schools, and contacting our colleagues for 
potential candidates, but if you know of someone, encourage them to call the office. In 
the meantime, we ask for your patience. 
 
On May 15th Pastor John begins a much needed six-week sabbatical.  This is a gift for 
your pastors that allows them to recover, renew, refresh, and recharge after five years 
of service at Atonement.  This gift is particularly appreciated considering the past 
couple of pandemic years, which were particularly hard for families with school aged 
children.  I’m very supportive of this sabbatical and pleased that it comes at a time 
when it is particularly needed.   
 
During Pastor John’s sabbatical, ministry at Atonement will continue as usual.  Maybe 
we can even grow a little and surprise Pastor John with renewed commitment and 
energy for ministry when he returns at the end of June?  In the meantime, I ask for 
your patience while I’m managing a ministry that usually takes two pastors. 
 
I’ve joked with many about the three places that Satan resides in the church – the 
copy machine, the wireless microphones, and the computers.  I have yet to see 
evidence of the contrary. There is no one on staff that knows very much about 
technology.  We discover new problems with our live stream on occasion and we try 
our best to fix them as they occur.  Recently, we discovered an error that was causing 
the Live Stream to stop.  While we can avoid this error in the future, I’m sure others 
will occur.  Please be patient as we continue to grow in knowledge and correct our 
errors.  Your help is welcomed. 



 

Please consider helping the Property Committee 
complete two outside church projects this spring.  On 
Wednesday, May 11th we will be working to clean up the 
outside grounds.  We will begin at 4 in the afternoon and 
hope to get everything done in an hour and a half.  Then 

 Spring Clean-Up 

Care Notes 
 

What are these?   These are statements on a wide variety of topics, provided by the 
ELCA.  Some are on display on the table outside the Sanctuary.  If you see some-
thing that interests you, help yourself to a pamphlet.  We have too many to display; 
these are exchanged periodically.  If you don’t find what you are looking for, contact 
Lucy Thomas at 320/316-5282 or Lt3bikes@gmail.com. 

 

 

Quilts for Veterans 

Atonement Lutheran’s “Pieces of Love Quilters” would like to thank you for your ser-
vice to the United States of America.  If you area member of Atonement and a Veter-
an or currently in the military, we would like to honor you with a Veteran’s 
quilt.  Please call the Atonement Office, 252-6203 or Julie Huseth, 290-7698. 

Last month the council committed to another major upgrade to our sanctuary tech-
nology and some very generous members (who wish to remain anonymous) have 
donated enough to pay for the upgrades.  This will give us more flexibility for seating 
arrangements, better Live Stream sound, and hopefully encourage more people to 
volunteer in the worship technology booth. These will begin soon, but again, it will be 
a slow process with many delays.  Hopefully, it will be finished mid-summer.  In the 
meantime, we ask for your patience. 
 
It is said that the only constant in life is change. While this may be true, it doesn’t 
make life any easier. I invite you to adapt to the many changes at Atonement with 
grace and patience.  Your prayers, encouragement, and help are always welcomed. 
 
Peace,  Pastor Tim 



 

 

There are NO Adult Education classes in the summer.  Join us next fall when 
the Adult Education Committee will have a variety of educational and 
entertaining sessions planned. 

Beginning in May, our Serving Group Coffee and Fellowship time is back after the 9:00 
a.m. service!  We are so happy to once again offer this for you.  You will be getting a 
letter in the mail the month BEFORE it is your month to serve.  Please sign up as soon 
as possible with your group leaders.  A BIG thanks to the Leaders of these Serving 
Groups, and to you for offering to serve during your month. 

 

The Atonement Fellowship Committee is asking for input from each and every member 
for possible future events and activities to be held to increase and enhance further fel-
lowship among the congregation. Perhaps a game night where Whist or Rummikub or 
some other game is played would be an opportunity for fun and fellowship. As the 
weather continues to warm up, maybe a BBQ or an Ice Cream Social could be a fun 
family event. What potential ideas do you have?  All  thoughtful suggestions would be 
greatly appreciated. Please send your thoughts to Ralph Carpenter at: 
ralphcarp@gmail.com or call: 320-281-5470. 

Fellowship  

Mark Your Calendars! 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

June—August 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular worship times and office hours will resume September 6th. 

 

Summer Worship 
Sundays at 9:00 AM 

Wednesdays at 6:00 AM 

 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday — Thursday   

8:30AM—3:30 PM 

Friday closed. 

mailto:ralphcarp@gmail.com


 

The Mission of the Month for May is Habitat for Humanity. Habitat for 
Humanity is a nonprofit housing organization working in local communities across 
all 50 states and in more than 70 countries around the world. Habitat’s vision is of 
a world where everyone has a decent place to live. Your donations will go 
toward this vision by building and improving homes in partnership with individuals 
and families in need of a decent and affordable place to live.  

 

 

The Mission of the Month for June is Homeless Helping Homeless. Homeless 
Helping Homeless is an association of homeless and formerly homeless folks 
and their friends in the Saint Cloud MN area.  
 

“Our members live under bridges, in the woods, in parking ramps, garages 
and cars in our community. Some of us who are better off live in shelters, 
our friends places, rooming houses or low income housing. The rest of us 
serve as companions, journeying with our friends through their trials.  
 Homeless Helping Homeless members help each other find 
resources for food, clothing, transportation, housing, and employment. We 
have no dues or paid staff. Our officers and volunteers are mostly fellow 
members trying as best we can to help each other out. We depend mostly 
on in-kind donations of, rides, household items, furniture and gift cards. 
 Our members who have cars have given hundreds of rides since 
February which has enabled others to get to food shelves, community 
meals, shelters, job interviews, medical appointments and housing 
applications. Our members network with each other to inform others of job 
openings at their place of employment or apartment vacancies in their 
complexes. In an emergency some will offer a couch in their place or a tent 
or sleeping bag. We also provide furniture and household items to those 
moving into apartments. We have had numerous one-on-one self-
employment consultations that have already resulted in one lawn care 
business start-up. Our members have helped one another get cell phones, 
I.D.’s, and places to store stuff.depend mostly on in-kind donations of, 
rides, household items, furniture and gift cards.” 

Atonement’s Missions of the Month 

Homeless 
Helping 

Homeless 

https://www.cmhfh.org/


A Message from the Stewardship Committee: 
 
Stewardship is defined as “being charged with taking care of something.” Family 
stewardship is “the Christ-centered process by which we educate our children and 
grandchildren about our values, life lessons, and the unique traits and characteristics that 
define us as a family.”  

The 7 aspects of family stewardship are: 1) time together, 2) family prayer, 3) respect, 4) 
worshipping together, 5) supporting one another, 6) shared responsibilities, and  7) service 
to others. If we follow these 7 aspects, we could have a wonderful family life. But we know, 
things happen along the way, and life is not always easy. 

Isn’t it nice to know that we can ALWAYS go to God for help and guidance? I really believe 
that God sends us people and resources to help us along the way. I have experienced this 
in my own life. Even in times when we want to give up. I believe God will see us through 
and send us the help we need. We just have to be patient and open to it. That’s not always 
easy either. 

Everyone is a precious child of God no matter what our ages. Because our children and 
grandchildren are our future, it is important to do our best to be good examples for them 
and to teach them that Jesus will love and care for them no matter what. Our families are 
EVERYTHING. May God bless each and everyone of you, and may you know His great 
love and grace for us all. 

 

Dear Atonement, 
 
Thank you for this sabbatical. I am supremely grateful for this opportunity to seek spiritual 
and emotional renewal. It seems, to me, an example of God’s providence that the Staff 
Support Team and Council chose to add this sabbatical policy now, during what has been, 
for all of us, two very difficult years of ministry.  
 
While I am away, I will not be checking work email or answering the on-call phone number.  
Voicemails and emails will be forwarded to Pastor Tim. He knows how to reach me, of 
course, but our plan is that he will only pass along a very limited group of messages and 
updates (for example, a death in the congregation).  
 
We have come very far together these past 5 and 1/2 years, and I look forward to returning 
with renewed energy and capacity for ministry with and among you at the end of June.  
 
Thank you again, and God bless you,  
 
Pastor John 



Atonement is on the look out for anyone who 
would be interested in volunteering to help 
facilitate this faith building summer activity for our 
kids. Atonement will be collaborating with Lisa 
Neu from St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Michael and St. 
Joseph’s. VBS will be hosted at Atonement from 
June 6

th
 to June 9

th
 and is for kids age 3 (by 

Sept 1, 2021) to grade 6
th

.  We are also looking for adults to: 

• help teach, 

• drive the van,  

• be a van escort.  

For more information, email/call/text Lisa Neu at 320-281-9541 or lisac78@gmail.com  
Many of the parents of our young children work during the day, so finding individuals 
who would be willing to volunteer their time will be vital for this event’s success.  No 
one person has to do it all.  Many hands, truly makes light work. Perhaps you would 
just be supervising or picking up and dropping off the little ones. There are so many 
worldly activities pulling our youth in different directions. Please consider this 
opportunity to help serve your fellow members and help provide a week’s worth of 
Christ-centered faith building for our Youth. If willing, please contact Mata at 
program@atonementluthern.org.    

 

REGISTER YOUR CHILD OR VOLUNTEER NOW online at atonementlutheran.org 
or complete form available at Atonement. Transportation and lunch can be provided if 
needed (need to indicate on registration form). 

Vacation Bible School 

Atonement Legacy Fund 
 

Did you know: Atonement has had a perpetual legacy fund since 2016. Charitable 
gifts that the fund receives are invested with the ELCA Foundation and the Legacy 
Fund distributes a percentage of the earnings (interest and escalated value) annually.  

None of the money or charitable giving is used towards normal operating expenses. 
The Legacy Fund was created so Atonement members can make a difference by 
supporting worthy projects that will positively impact the church and community. The 
Fund’s purpose is to provide support in three areas: Christian Education and Scholar-
ship, New Ministries, Capital Improvements. 

In 2021, 2 college scholar of $500 each were awarded to Conor Pajari and Logan 
Eck, $1400 co-funded camperships for Luther Crest Bible Camp, $766 supported the 
Homeless Helping Homeless Project. 

mailto:lisac78@gmail.com
mailto:program@atonementluthern.org
https://www.taocatholic.org/post/june-6-9-monumental-vbs


Atonement students will be delivering 275 plus loaves of bread 
to our neighbors.  This Youth Community Project will take place 
on May 11

th
 after the 6:30 p.m. worship service.  Adults are 

needed to walk with students. If willing and able, please contact 
Mata at program@atonementlutheran.org 

 

May Youth Project 

3 Canoe Trips! 
There was so much excitement surrounding the Youth Canoe trip into the scenic 

Boundary Waters that we now have (3) trips in the works!  We will canoe, hike, 
camp, swim, and share the word of God in stories and experiences. 

Pastor John—Boys in middle school—August 5
th
-7

th
  

Pastor Tim—Boys in junior high and up—June 13
th
-17

th
  

Kari Dombrovski with Emily and Ella Anderson—Girls who have completed 7
th
 

grade and up-- July 10
th
-15

th
  

If you or if you know of someone who would enjoy this type of wilderness adventure, 
boys should contact Pastor John, Pastor Tim or call the office at: 320-252-6203, girls 
should contact Kari, 320-260-8582 or treekari@yahoo.com. Most equipment and 
food are provided. There will be a fee for the 6 day adventure.  

Luther Crest 
Ever cooked over a fire? Ever paddled a canoe? Ever sung a song about a 
hippopotamus? Climbed a rock wall? Worshipped under the stars? Caught a 
squamster? Kids who spend time at camp build confidence, long-lasting friendships, 
and faith for life. We partner with Luther Crest Bible Camp in Alexandria, MN to give 
kids and youth (grades 3-12) an unforgettable experience filled with faith, tight-knit 
community, and fun in God’s creation. It’s an experience that can grow with them, even 
into high school—check out the leadership opportunities available for high schoolers 
through Luther Crest’s Blazer program!  Register now or find out more information 
at luthercrest.org as some weeks are already full.   

Openings at this moment are July 24-28 (K-5th), July 10-14 (9-12th gr), July 17-
21 (Jr/Senior High), and various weekends. 

A week at camp fosters faith that lasts. And not only that, it’s a blast! As a Luther Crest 
camper, you’ll play all-camp games, sing songs, make new friends, learn new skills, 
read the Bible (it’s fun, we promise!), overcome new challenges, and learn to work 
together with your cabinmates. You can make crafts, jump in the lake, play some gaga 
ball, and draw a chalk picture—all in one afternoon! What are you waiting for?  There 
are family camp options as well. 

mailto:program@atonementlutheran.org
mailto:treekari@yahoo.com
http://luthercrest.org/
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