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Atonement Newsletter 2020 

Share the Spirit Christmas Giving Tree 
 

This year Atonement is sponsoring 10 families as part of the 

Share the Spirit Campaign of Catholic Charities. Share the 

Spirit matches families experiencing hardship during the 

holiday season with individuals and organizations who 

wish to help. All sponsored families are nominated by area 

social workers or education professionals. If you'd like to 

Share the Spirit of the Christmas season and help 

Atonement sponsor a family or individual, contact the 

church office to request more information. All donations 

are due at Atonement by December 9th.  We’ve got lots 

of families hoping that their needs will be met this holiday 

season, please consider those in need...and help. 

 

Christmas Eve at the Waite Park Convention Center 
 

In an effort to provide for a safe way for all of us 

to worship together on Christmas Eve and invite 

our friends and family, will be conducting 

Christmas Eve services at the Waite Park 

Convention Center.  There are three worship 

services planned (with the potential for a fourth 

if the first three fill up).  Attendance will be by 

reservation only, masks required, and is limited 

to 200 per service.  The service times will be 12 

noon, 3 p.m., & 6 p.m..  Look for reservation 

information the first week of December in the Atonement Weekly email. 
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What is that in your hand?  - 

Exodus 4:2 
 
In December 1977 the Arkansas Ra-

zorbacks, coached by Lou Holtz, 

were preparing to play the Oklaho-

ma Sooners in the 1978 Orange 

Bowl. Because of suspensions on the 

Razorback team (and the resulting 

dissension among players) Arkansas had become a 24 point underdog.  The 

negative press took its effect on the players as they prepared for the game; it 

was evident in the way they practiced. They were listless and unfocused, 

completely lacking confidence. 

 

Holtz called the team together for a meeting. As the players sat slumped in 

the chairs, staring at the floor he told them: “Just because the press is writing 

our obituary doesn't mean that we have to die. We've read all the reasons 

why we can't win; I want to hear why can.” The players sat silent. Nobody of-

fered an opinion. Holtz told them plainly, “We're not leaving this meeting until 

I get some answers.” 

 

Slowly the players began speaking up: Even though they had lost some key 

offensive players, the defense was still intact; they still had the best place-

kicker in the country; they had a great quarterback, and on and on. The 

more the players talked about why they could win, the more their confi-

dence soared, and the more their outlook changed. 

 

If you're a football fan, you know what happened a few days later. The Ra-

zorbacks pulled off one of the greatest upsets in bowl history, beating Okla-

homa 31-6.  Holtz said, “We won that game the moment our players focused 

on what we had instead of what we lacked.”  This month, we ask each family 

to consider its financial commitment to Atonement. It’s a way to celebrate all 

that God has given us, even in the midst of a pandemic, by giving some 

away.  It is also a challenge that reminds me of an Old Testament story about 

Moses. 

 

Moses faced a challenge when God called him to lead the people of Israel 

out of slavery. Moses' response was “What if they don't listen to me?” God's 

response was “What do you have?”  What Moses had was a rod. But it was 

more than a rod; it symbolized the power of God, and it was all Moses need-



 

3 

ed. That rod taught Moses not to look at what he had lacked but look at what 

he had: the power of God in his life. 

 

 

What do you have? Along with your talent and your 

determination, you can list the power of God among 

your assets. And needless to say, it goes at the top of 

the list. Whatever challenges you are facing — what-

ever seemingly insurmountable odds — remember 

that the key to victory is focusing on what you have, not on what you 

lack.  When we realize all that we have, nothing is insurmountable, even in the 

midst of a pandemic! 

Peace,   

 

 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

From Denise Boock congregational treasurer… 

Thank you for your continued generosity and sup-

port of our mission and ministry at Atonement, 

even during this challenging year!  Your congre-

gational leaders have had to come up with crea-

tive ways to continue God’s ministry during this 

pandemic.  Even with all of these challenges, your 

gifts continue to make an impact serving our con-

gregation, helping individuals and families in our 

community, and funding missions to spread the 

Good News! 

 

Our council continues to carefully manage our giving and expenses.  As we 

come to the end of the year I wanted to highlight one part of the government 

stimulus bill (the “CARES Act”) that includes a brand new “above the line” de-

duction for your 2020 taxes.  This bill allows you to deduct up to $300 for cash 

donations made by 12/31/2020.  Please consider an end of year gift so that we 

can continue into 2021 in a strong 

position to seek new opportunities 

to serve our neighbors and share 

the good news of Jesus Christ. 
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Spirit Trek – Salvation Army Bell Ringing December 16th! 
If you are a confirmation student this 

year or you’re related to one, consid-

er the great opportunities you have to 

work together as a family to nurture 

the faith development of a young 

person!  The Atonement Website has 

“Monthly Touchstones” available for 

Spirit Trek (confirmation) students to 

work on with their families.  There are 

currently four months of projects:  Faith 5, Worship, Prayer, & Baptism.  Check 

out the website to see the variety of projects and activities to help your con-

firmation student grow deeper in faith with their whole family.   

In addition to “Monthly Touchstones,” each week on Wednesday (except the 

third Wednesdays) the Spirit Trek youth are invited to participate in a Zoom 

with the Pastor.  At this time they can bring questions, catch-up on what’s go-

ing on in their lives, and share struggles and/or prayer concerns. 

On the third Wednesday of each month, Spirit Trek students are invited to at-

tend Wednesday worship followed by a hands-on project that is optimized 

for safety using masks and social distancing. So far this year we’ve assembled 

birthday bags for distribution to families through Catholic Charities and Bliz-

zard bags given to people who receive home delivered meals to use during 

a storm when meals can’t be delivered. 

On December 16th Atonement has scheduled multiple sites around St Cloud 

that we will staff with Spirit Trek Families to do Salvation Army Bell Ringing!  

Call the office next week to schedule your location! 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Education via Zoom! 
The dedicated volunteers who organize our adult 

education forums have been busy utilizing the lat-

est online technology to produce a great series of 

educational discussions about different aspects of 

worship led by retired superstar Pastor Jan Nairn.  If 

you haven’t been able to attend, check out the 

past discussions on the Atonement YouTube chan-

nel.  To participate in the upcoming sessions, look in the Atonement Weekly 

email for a Zoom Link.  The upcoming schedule is as follows: 

❖ November 29th at 10:30 a.m. - Themes and Symbols of Advent  

❖ December 27th at 10:30 a.m. -   “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” read by 

Robert & Jan Nairn  
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OCTOBER MINISTRY OF THE MONTH 
That was Lutheran Social Services—Refugee Services, and you contributed a 

whopping $2,530.  Thank you! 

 

NOVEMBER MINISTRY OF THE MONTH 
ELCA World Hunger.  Thank you for remembering those who are 

‘food insecure’ around the world.   Many adults and children are 

not as fortunate as we are, to have a daily supply of food to eat. 

 

DECEMBER MINISTRY OF THE MONTH 
Two years ago in December, we collected 

about 10,000 diapers for Operation Baby New 

Year.  That was an overwhelming response, and 

we are going to sponsor that again this 

December.   Bring your diaper purchase to a 

labeled box outside the Sanctuary, or use your 

supplied December Ministry of the Month 

envelope for check contributions; write Operation Baby New Year in the 

Memo line. 1 of 3 families need assistance when it comes to diapering their 

child.  Smaller grocery and convenience stores where smaller quantities o 

diapers are available (usually at a higher price) have experienced supply 

issues during the pandemic.  Diaper packages you contribute will be brought 

to a local ‘Diaper Depot’ for distribution to needy families.  Thanks for your 

humble Christmas gift to needy families! 

 

Address Updates  for Students and Service Members 
We would like to encourage college and military members of Atonement 

monthly.  We are looking for updated address for all our college and military 

members. This will help our card ministry as well as the church 

office to keep the database up to date. Please email or call 

t h e  c h u r c h  o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e i r  a d d r e s s e s : 

office@atonementlutheran.org or 320-252-6203  

 

Holiday Blood Drive 
This is a BIG request for Atonement members to donate blood to 

the Red Cross Bloodmobile on  December 18th  from 10:00 am - 

4:00 pm at Atonement. Just one generous gift of blood can 

help save several lives in this time of need.  Call Red Cross at 1-

800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) for an appointment.  No Walk

-ins 
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E-giving 
Our online church community offers new and easy 

ways to give financially to support our ministries. 

Whether you want to set up a recurring gift or split 

your donation among different funds. We invite you 

to browse through the guide located on the Welcome Stand as you walk in to 

learn how to use giving in Realm. Below are instructions to download the Realm 

Connect App and manage your giving through the app. We hope you take 

advantage of this convenience. If you have any questions, please contact the 

office. 

1. Download the Realm Connect app from your Android or iOS store 

2. Sign in with your Realm login. Don’t have an account? Contact the 

church office. 

3. Tap Giving, and tap Make a Gift  

4. Give any amount to the fund of your choosing 

 

Text – To -Give Instructions 
Text Atonement (any amount you wish to donate, (Example Atonement50 to 

give $50) to 73256 to give to General Fund using your text messaging. Standard 

text message rates do apply. 
 

QR Code For E-giving:  
Scan the QR code and it will bring you automatically to the e-giving 

form  
 

News for Amazon Customers: Atonement is on AmazonSmile 
Atonement has recently registered with the AmazonSmile 

program. When you designate Atonement as your charity of 

choice, Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases at 

smile.amazon.com to Atonement. To select Atonement as 

your AmazonSmile Charitable Organization follow this 

link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6121873. If you are 

already an Amazon customer, you can select Atonement, 

while logged in to your customer account at 

smile.amazon.com by searching for Atonement Lutheran Church in Saint Cloud, 

MN. Please note that there are many Atonement Lutheran Churches registered 

from other states. 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-6121873
http://smile.amazon.com


 

7 

HOMELESS OUTREACH 
A number of people who are homeless are find-

ing themselves living in tents and in their cars. If 

you could donate any of these supplies to help 

with their survival, please bring them into the church. Items needed include; 

winter coats of all sizes, mittens, hats, warm socks, long underwear, snow 

pants, sleeping bags, tents, space heaters, empty propane tanks, $10-$20 gas 

cards ( this is for people living in their cars to stay warm), new or slightly used 

bath towels. If you would like to donate financially to the outreach work that is 

assisting them you may send checks to Homeless Helping Homeless, P.O. Box 

475, St. Cloud, MN 56302 For more information contact Harry Fleegel with 

Homeless Helping Homeless - hfleegel@aol.com or 612-868-0465 or Molly 

Weyrens with the Central MN Catholic Worker - centralmncw@gmail.com or 

320-316-3290  .  Thank you for your generosity!  

 

Thank You 
Thank you to those who came and participated in Truck or Treat on Hallow-

een. Even though it was a smaller event than years past I believe it had a 

huge impact on our neighborhood and the children in our congregation, 

Atonement Youth Committee 

 

Pastor Jokes 
A New Loudspeaker 

The pastor happily told his congregation about the church’s 

new public address system.  He explained that the micro-

phone and wiring were paid for with church funds.  Then he 

added, “The loudspeaker was donated by a member of our 

congregation in memory of his wife.” 

 
New Pastor’s Prayer 

“May the members of my congregation be as free with their 

money as they are with their advice, and may their minds 

be as open as their mouths.” 
Fear Not . . .  

A mother didn’t feel well one Sunday so she sent her little girl to church and 

told her to be sure to remember the text of the sermon.  When she came 

home, the little girl said, “The pastor said, ‘Don’t be scared, you’ll get your 

quilt.’”  The mother was perplexed.  Finally she phoned the preacher.  He ex-

plained that his text was, “Fear not, thy comforter will come.” 

mailto:hfleegel@aol.com
mailto:centralmncw@gmail.com
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1144 29th Avenue North, St. Cloud, MN  56303 
Church Office:  (320)-252-6203 

 Office Hours Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 

www.atonementlutheran.org 

Atonement Lutheran Executive Committee & Staff 

Office Hours Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Call the church office (320-252-6203) to reach the pastor on-call or (320-310-0822) 

President Dennis Plahn daplahn@charter.net   

Vice President Jennifer Lamberg jenlamberg26@gmail.com   

Secretary Paulette Nathe pynathe@hotmail.com   

Treasurer Denise Boock dbck089@gmail.com   

Pastor John Gabrielson johng@atonementlutheran.org    Phone Ext. 114 

Pastor Tim Lindhorst TimL@atonementlutheran.org    Phone Ext. 112 

Office Administrator Celia Young office@atonementlutheran.org    Phone Ext. 110 

Adult Choir Director Eric Vollen Eric.vollen@gmail.com     

Director of Music/Organist Marcia Handahl mhandahl@atonementlutheran.org  

Handbell Choir Director Jordan Goodwater jordan.goodwater@gmail.com  


