
 
 
 

 
 
 1 

MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE 
OCTOBER 17, 2021 

 
Ephesians: Experiencing the Power of Jesus 

Look and Live 
Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14-18 
 
OPENER 

How are you doing this week? Have you ever had a near-death experience? If so, 
describe your experience and how that experience impacted you.  
 
What is something that stood out to you from the message given by Brett on Numbers 
21:4-9 and John 3:14-18? 
 
MESSAGE NOTES 

Three lessons the bronze serpent teaches us about Jesus: 
1. We must acknowledge our fate 
2. We must turn from the sting 
3. We must look in faith 

What is our response to God’s grace? 
1. We must worship 
2. We must lift up Jesus for others to see 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
 
Read Numbers 21:1-9 
 

1. What were the people of Israel upset about?  
 

2. To what extent can you relate to the impatience and frustration they had with 
God? How can you relate to God honestly about what you feel without angering 
him as the Israelites did? 
 

3. Why did God get so upset? Consider the context of the beginning of Numbers 21 
plus the greater relationship God had with this group of people.   
 

4. What are your thoughts on God sending venomous snakes as a punishment? 
What does this teach us about God? About having a relationship with him? 
 

5. How does God respond to their acknowledgment of their sin? What sticks out to 
you about the way God chose to save the people?  
 

6. What do you imagine your response would have been if you were one  
of the Israelites and you were told to look at a bronze serpent to survive  
a deadly snake bite?  
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7. What was God trying to teach the people by the method of salvation  

he provided them?  

Read John 3:14-18 
 

8. How is the bronze serpent a picture of Jesus? 
 

9. What does it mean to look to Jesus and live? What “poison” are you saved from by 
looking to Jesus?  
 

10. What is eternal life? Is gaining eternal life motivational for you to look to Jesus? 
 

11. In verse 17 we’re told God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn the world 
but to save it. What does this teach us about God? What kind of response does 
this evoke from you toward God?  

 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD  

(For groups, give time for everyone to think and then write down a response to the question below. Then 
have everyone share their response with the group.) 
 
What do you feel compelled to do in response to what you have heard and learned from 
the passages of Scripture we have studied together?  
 
 
PRAYING TOGETHER  

When you pray, surrender to God a specific aspect of your life where it is challenging to 
fully trust him and express your faith in his leadership and love for you. 
 
 
MEMORIZE GOD’S WORD  

Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” John 3:14-15 
 
 
TIME ALONE WITH GOD READING GUIDE 

Day 1: John 3 
Day 2: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Day 3: James 5:7-11 
Day 4: Psalm 62 

Day 5: Numbers 20 
Day 6: Numbers 21 
Day 7: Numbers 22

 


