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MESSAGE DISCUSSION GUIDE 
FEBRUARY 20, 2022 

 
Inside Connection  
LED BY THE SPIRIT 
Matthew 4:1-11 
 
 
OPENER 

Have you had an experience where you were confident the Holy Spirit was leading you to do 
something? If so, what did you feel led to do and what made you confident it was the Spirit 
leading you? 

SUNDAY MESSAGE NOTES 

The 3 Temptations 

Temptation #1: A test of dependence 
Temptation #2: A test of trust 
Temptation #3: A test of worship 

 
The Work of the Spirit 

1. The Spirit leads us into places of preparation 
2. The Spirit leads us into times of testing 

 

How We Work with the Spirit 

1. Be filled with the Spirit 
2. Retreat to advance 
3. Know God’s Word 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  
Read Matthew 4:1-11 
 

1. What sticks out to you from the passage? Is there anything that bothers you? 

 
2. What do we learn about testing/temptation from this passage? Why would the Spirit 

purposely lead Jesus into a time of testing with the devil? 

 
3. Jesus spent 40 days in solitude and fasting before being visited by the devil to be 

tempted. What was likely being accomplished during that time to prepare Jesus for the 
tests and his earthly mission? 
 
 
 

4. What kind of value do you place on solitude for your spiritual growth and preparation for 
the plans God has for you? What other settings have you experienced as effective for 
growing your dependence on God or trust in him? 
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5. What do you learn about facing temptation from how Jesus faced the temptations the 

devil put before him? What will you do to be better prepared to face the temptations the 
devil uses in your lie? 

 

6. The first temptation was a test of Jesus’ resolve to depend on God to be his. Where are 
the points in your life that you are tempted to become your own provider instead of God?  

 

7. What do you learn about worship from Jesus’ response to the devil on the last 
temptation?  

 

8. In what ways might the devil try to tempt believers today to compromise exclusive 
worship of God?  

 

9. What do we learn about God from how this story of Jesus’ time in the wilderness ends?  

 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

1. Jesus had a pattern throughout his ministry of retreating to be alone with God. What is 
your plan to retreat daily? Weekly? Yearly?  
 

2. What habit do you feel led to develop so that God’s Word is right there with you to pass 
the tests of temptation? 

 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

Ask God to lead one another into places where you will grow spiritually and be prepared for how 
God wants to next use your life for his glory.   

MEMORIZE  

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Galatians 5:25 

TIME ALONE WITH GOD READING GUIDE 

Day 1: Matthew 4 
Day 2: Psalm 91 
Day 3: Acts 4:1-22 
Day 4: Acts 4:23-36 
Day 5: Galatians 5:13-26 
Day 6: Deuteronomy 8:1-18 
Day 7: Matthew 5 


