
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OPENER 
How challenging do you find it is to be fully present and focused at a worship gathering at church? What makes it most 
difficult for you to be fully present and focused for worship and spiritual growth at church?  

  

INTRODUCTION  
Chapter two of Paul’s first letter to Timothy, contains instructions for proper worship gathering for the Christians in Ephesus. 
He includes instructions for praying together, handling disagreements, how to dress, and who should be teaching and 
leading. The goal for all of these instructions is to create an environment where all the followers of Jesus are maturing and 
growing into the fullness of Christ.    

 
READ 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7 & DISCUSS 
1. What kind of prayers are we instructed to be making for all people (v. 1)? Praying together is a significant part of what 

Paul instructs Christians to do when they gather together. How do you feel about praying with others? Discuss a 
strategy for how these different prayers can be worked into your growth group.  
 
 
 

2. What are the outcomes that we should be looking for as we pray for those in authority (v. 2-4)?  
 
 
 

3. Paul says that God wants “all people to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth (v. 4)” yet He doesn’t just reveal 
Himself to everyone in an explicit way that leaves no doubt to His existence and the truth of the Good News of Jesus. 
Does that call into question God’s desires for humanity?  
 
 
 

4. How strong would you rate your passion level to see all people be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth? How 
has that desire been shaping your prayers, pursuits, and relationships lately?  
 
 
 

5. Why is Jesus alone able to be our mediator with God (v.5)? 

 
 

READ 1 TIMOTHY 2:8-15 & DISCUSS 
Paul addresses a few issues that are particularly gender-related in 2:8-10. First, the need for men to stop their tendency to 
argue and fight and instead together take their concerns to God in prayer. Second, the value of women shifting their focus 
from being externally beautiful to being internally beautiful with good deeds. This is not a call to neglect looking attractive, 
but rather a call to invest in a more important pursuit. Third, whether or not gender matters for teaching and leading in the 
church. On the last one, Paul’s conviction is that women should not and he defends his position by looking back at the Fall. 
The challenge of this passage is determining whether this is a personal conviction of Paul’s with which we are free to 
disagree or if this is God expressing through Paul direction for how His church should function. 
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6. Praying together is highlighted as a valuable activity for Christian men to do together. Why does Paul choose to 
particularly direct men to pray together? How does praying together affect a relationship?  
 
 

7. Why does Paul bring up dress code for worship gatherings? In our cultural context, what would be considered 
immodest? In light of this passage, should churches set a dress code for church? Why or why not?  
 
 

8. What are some examples of the good deeds with which one should be actively and thoughtfully adorning their lives?  
 
 

9. Paul prescribes the teaching and leadership of the church to be done by men and that women should humbly follow 
their leadership. The challenge of how to interpret this passage is greatly increased by how Paul grounds his 
convictions on the matter back to how Adam and Eve fell into sin. Discuss together your understanding of this passage, 
your convictions on the matter, and how believers can move forward in unity if they disagree on what God desires for 
the role of women in the leadership and teaching of the church.  

 
 
A NOTE ON 2:15 
“Women will be saved through childbearing” is likely a figure of speech referencing the distinct role women play in the 
God-given mandate to be fruitful and multiply and is intended to convey through a specific act of following God their overall 
responsiveness to God’s authority and purposes. Paul seems to be trying to communicate that even though the woman was 
deceived and the first to sin against God, women are equally pursued by God and redeemed by faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
MOVING FORWARD  
What did you hear most strongly from the Holy Spirit from the Word of God and/or the Sunday message? 
 
 
What will you do because of it? Is there a clear step of obedience for you to take? 
 
 
How can your Growth Group members pray for you? 

  
 

MY PRAYER THIS WEEK 
Write down a prayer for this week that incorporates what you shared in the MOVING FORWARD section. 
  
 
TIME ALONE WITH GOD 
Ask daily from the passage, “Is there a truth I need to embrace or an action I need to take in order to be growing in my 
obedience to God?” 
  
Day 1– 1 Timothy 2:1-15   Day 4– 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Day 2– 1 Corinthians 12:1-11  Day 5– 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
Day 3– 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
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The Sunday message on this passage is available at cphutch.church 


