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Persevering Despite Two Years of
Challenges in Haiti
Written by Maryse Sterlin, VOH Field Director 
The political situation in Haiti has been
deteriorating since early 2019.  Opponents seeking
to end the rule of President Jovenel Moïse have
been in a long running dispute over the length of
Moïse’s term.  In the fall of 2019, the country was
paralyzed for 2 months.  Schools and most
businesses closed due to gang violence and unrest. 
 Just when schools and businesses began to reopen,
Haiti was hit with the pandemic in March 2020
which closed the country again for a number of
months.  The VOH health center and school were
closed during periods of violence in an effort to
keep our students and staff safe.  We are so
thankful for the 
rayers and support we have received from our
donors and volunteers.  We managed to finish the
year despite the political upheaval. 

Now in early 2021, the gang activity in the Ganthier
area has accelerated again.  Despite intervention by
the police, this has created an incredibly stressful
situation.  Ganthier is now considered a RED ZONE
due the 400MAROZO GANG operating in the area.
Many days, our employees have to turn back due to
heavy shooting in the area many people had been
killed and kidnapped on the stretch of road near the
entrance road to the school and clinic.  In the past
few months, kidnapping for ramson has risen 120%
according to a human rights organization based in
Haiti. Santo 3, where Hope House is located is also
considered a RED ZONE.

Village of Hope Haiti
M A R C H  2 0 2 1  N E W S L E T T E R

VILLAGE OF HOPE HAITI
300 EAST YAMATO ROAD
BOCA RATON, FL 33431

 1

 On February 7, the opposition installed their own
president who was later arrested for plotting to
overthrow the government.

Meanwhile, President Moïse is planning to hold
presidential and senatorial elections in
September. Both sides are very radicalized in
their position and a peaceful ending is not in
sight. The inflation rate is out of control and there
is a fuel shortage.  This situation has greatly
affected our operation in the sense that we are
obliged to work on a day- by- day basis depending
on the situation at hand.  
  
Your prayers and support continue to strengthen
us and inspire us to persevere. Our hope is that
peace would return soon and for life to regain its
normalcy. We pray that the children would be
able to finish this school year as they cannot
afford to lose any more time.  We plan to keep the
health center open because it makes such an
impact in the community.  Please continue to
keep us in your prayers.  Thank you!  

The opposition team in Haiti
claims that the term of the
president ended February 7,
2021 while President Moïse
claims his term is not over
until 2022. 



A Professional Development program for VOH science and math teachers will be
presented virtually on March 30th. Developed at the request of Principal Clovis Elias, the
program will show VOH teachers how to use hands on experiments to reinforce theories
taught in the nationally mandated Earth and Life Sciences curriculum, which is the
academic course of study for VOH secondary school students. Parents of VOH students
have been asking Principal Clovis to develop education programs that will prepare
students for productive careers but will also encourage them to remain in the Ganthier
area. Most VOH students and their families live in the valley below the school where the
soil is fertile and potentially very productive. Therefore, the science experiments
demonstrated will use subjects related to agriculture.  Clovis’ goal is to excite VOH
students about careers in agriculture, by demonstrating how science, technology,
engineering, and math can be applied to rebuild the agriculture industry in the Ganthier
valley. 

First, however, teachers themselves must be comfortable with hands-on experimentation
as an instructional method. The program is being planned by faculty from Purdue
University College of Agriculture and will be taught by high school agriculture teachers
from Indiana, sharing the same techniques and demonstrations they use with their own
high school students.  Soil and water testing, and cell division are the first topics to be
covered. Principal Clovis intends to expand these experimentation methods to other
grades and topics in the future. The VOH science lab already has microscopes and most
other equipment to support the instruction. A Purdue delegation first visited the VOH
campus in 2018 to being planning such a program, but political unrest – and now Covid
restrictions – have prevented in-person presentation. Thanks to the computer center and
strong internet connection now available on campus, a virtual program is possible and will
be used until we can return to in-person visits to campus. 
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Diversified Giving
Written by Judy McCrady, Financial Coordinator

One way you can help VOH, since many of these checks arrive
without identifying the donor or the purpose of the gift, would be
if you would send a brief email to Judy@VillageofHopeHaiti.org
with the following items:  (1) your name, (2) the name of the entity
who will be sending the check on your behalf, (3) the amount, and
(4) the purpose for the gift.  Your email would allow us to identify
and properly credit your wonderful gifts. Thanks for your help,
prayers, and support.

Many of our wonderful supporters are finding ways to take
advantage of charitable fund tax breaks, retirement contribution
privileges, and employer contribution programs.  Thanks to their
diversified giving, VOH is being blessed by extra revenue, which is
arriving on checks from third-party sources.  It is amazing to see
how resourceful and faithful our donors have become and we
appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

Health Center Update
Written by Maryse Sterlin, VOH Field Director

The VOH Health Center is excited to introduce you to Miss Rendel
Weslande, our new matron nurse. Miss Rendel is from the Cayes, in
the south of Haiti.  She is 38 years old and married to Dr. Louis Juste
Jordany, an obstetrician.  She has two sons and lives in La Tremblay,
Croix-des-Bouquets, 20 miles from the Health Center.

Miss Rendel attended nursing school a l’Ecole Nationale d’Infimiere
des Cayes (ENIC).  Following graduation, she enrolled a l’école
Nationale d’Infirmiere Sages-Femmes de Port-au-Prince (ENISF). 
 With a rich and varied background, she completed her social
service as licensed nurse at the Centre de Sante a lits de Camp
Perrin.  She worked at the maternity hospital Saint Michel de
Jacmel. She did several tours with Doctors Without Borders Suisse
and Doctors Without Borders Holland. 

Miss Rendel stated, “I am thankful for my education and experience
and my mission is to help women, particularly the vulnerable
women, in Haiti.” She has seen many women struggle and children
die because of the lack of information and education regarding
prenatal care. She believes her ability to relate to these women will
have a positive impact on the VOH Health Center. 

Miss Rendel has scheduled her first training session for 24 matrons
at the end of March.  We want to thank the Hagen Family
Foundation for their generous support and for making this
wonderful addition to our team possible. 

Future of Hope Capital 
Campaign Update 
Written by Pastor Ron Qualley, Board Chair
For the past 4 years, we have been making plans to move Hope House
(where our Haiti directors live and where we currently house mission
teams) to the Village of Hope campus. This move will have a major
impact on serving the Ganthier Community. Living on the campus will
increase our involvement with the students, families, and staff. It will
also reduce the dangers of the long and timely commute that we
currently experience. The initial phase of “The Future of Hope” will
provide housing for our Haiti Directors, facilities for our mission teams,
a dining room, an additional three-room classroom, and a security wall
around the premises. Board members and major gift partners have
given $1.1 million to begin this project allowing work to begin with
architects and building contractors. We are anticipating breaking
ground this year. Because of COVID-19, we have not approached the
larger supportive community to seek their interest in this project which
will include additional facilities and sustainable operations. We
anticipate doing this in the months ahead. Thank you again to our
major gift partners. What a privilege it is to be the hands and heart of
Jesus to our Haitian brothers and sisters. 

5  W A Y S  T O

give

 2

1 Online
www.villageofhopehaiti.org/donate

2 Text
GIVE2HOPE to 44-321

3 Mail
300 East Yamato Road
Boca Raton, FL 33431

4 Shop
Amazon Smile - www.bit.ly/give4voh

Fundraise5 www.fb.com/fund/thevillageofhopehaiti

VOH School STEM Program

Teacher Spotlight
Written by Clovis Elias, VOH School Principal
I’d like to introduce you to Clerveau Garisme.  Mr.
Clerveau is one of our most dedicated teachers and has
been a big part of the success of the school and a
blessing to our students.  He joined the VOH family in
September of 2000 as a mathematics teacher and he still
serves in this capacity.  Teaching is his passion and he is
committed to his students.

One of his greatest accomplishments was when two of
his former students joined the VOH teaching staff. He
was proud and comfortable calling them his
“colleagues.” He knows that his work at the school and
the community has not been wasted. Mr. Clerveau also
enjoys spending time with his two young daughters.
Thank you, Mr. Clerveau!

Protection for our VOH
family and peace in
Haiti
30 additional student
sponsors
Full recovery for Pastor
Ron Qualley

Prayer Requests:
 

Thank You
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Christmas 2020 Dental care supplies for all VOH students

Written by Bill Larson, Education Committee Chair


