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Winter Home Group Series 

 

 

We live in an age of total connectivity. You are able 

to text and tweet, call and correspond, email and 

engage with friends at all hours of the day. Even if 

you live far away from a friend, it is possible to stay 

connected with new technology. 

 

Nevertheless, it seems like our society is less 

connected to each other than ever before. Our 

hyper-connected culture makes it easy to have 

countless acquaintances, yet very difficult to have 

any substantive relationships. It is easy to have a 

loose connection with many different people, yet it 

is a struggle to have a strong and meaningful 

connection with even just a few people. 

 

This study is about connecting with other 

people.  

 

We will explore what it means to be connected in 

Christ Jesus. He is the firm foundation upon which 

we can build our relationships and know that they 

will have a durable – and even eternal – connection! 
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Session Overview 

   Session  Topic Central Verse 

Session #1 Firm Foundation Matthew 7:24-25 

Session #2 Reconciliation 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 

Session #3 New Connections Acts 2:46-47 

Session #4 Re-Connections Romans 8:38-39 

 

Connected in Christ: Challenge Tracker 

As you make your way through this study keep track of how  

you engaged the session challenge and what happened. 

 

Challenge What did you do? How did it go? 

Strengthen 

a good 

relationship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ask God to 

heal a 

broken 

relationship 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Make a new 

friend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconnect a 

past 

relationship 
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Session #1: A Firm Foundation 

 

GETTING STARTED 

Make sure everyone knows each other. Have someone 

offer up a prayer for God’s blessing on the study. 

 

WATCH SESSION 1 VIDEO 

 Who was your first good friend? How did you 

become friends? 

 In your experience, what causes a friendship to last 

for a lifetime? 

 In your experience, what causes a friendship to be 

short-lived and fleeting? 

 

DIG IN 

Read Matthew 7:24-27 and discuss the following 

statements. 

    

Building your life on Jesus means having a secure 

future no matter what happens.  

 

Building your life on Jesus will challenge you in 

unimaginable ways. 

 

THE STUDY:  A Firm Foundation 

Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-11. The Apostle Paul talks about 

building on the foundation of Jesus Christ. What does this 

mean? How might you know if Jesus is the foundation of 

a relationship?  

 

Read Ephesians 2:13-22. Jesus has brought us peace with 

God through His death and resurrection. What does it 

mean that the “household of God” is built with Jesus as 

the cornerstone? How does the peace of Jesus give us a 

firm foundation for our relationships?          
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Read Psalm 102:25-28. Has your thinking, personality, or 

preferences changed over the years? What part of you has 

remained the same? What part of you has changed? Why 

is it comforting to know that God never changes? What 

does God’s unchanging nature have to do with our 

relationships with others? 

 

Read Ecclesiastes 4:7-12. Put this verse in your own 

words. What is the best part of a good friendship? What is 

the hardest trait to find in a good friend? How is God the 

‘third cord’ in a relationship?     

 

What does it look like to have Jesus as the firm 

foundation of a relationship? How would you know if 

Jesus is the foundation? How would you know if Jesus is 

not the foundation?  

 

WRAPPING UP 

Discuss the Challenge: Strengthen a good relationship.  

Share prayer requests and close with a time of prayer 

together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

 

Session #2: Healing a Broken Relationship 

 

GETTING STARTED 

How did you take up last session’s challenge? Share with 

others what you did and how it went. Have someone offer 

up a prayer for God’s blessing on the group’s time 

together. 

WATCH SESSION 2 VIDEO 

 Why is it so painful when a relationship is broken?  

 What are some ways that relationships can be 

broken? 

 Have you seen a broken relationship healed? 

 

DIG IN 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 and discuss the following 

statements.    

 

You are a new creation in Christ Jesus. 

 

Jesus has given us the message of reconciliation.  

 

THE STUDY:  Healing a Broken Relationship 

Read Matthew 5:21-26. These verses talk about our 

relationship with one another (i.e. brother) and our 

relationship with God (i.e. offering a gift at altar). How 

can a broken relationship with someone else have an 

impact on your relationship with God? Why does Jesus 

talk about reconciling with others in the context of 

worshiping God? 
 

Read Matthew 5:38-42. Does our culture prefer ‘an eye 

for an eye’ or ‘turn the other cheek’? Why is it so easy to 

fall into retaliation? Have you found any helpful ways to 

resist retaliation and instead love those who are hard to 

love? 
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Read Romans 5:1-11. God initiated reconciliation with us. 

What does it say about God that He would willingly die for 

broken, sinful people like us? In what way does God’s 

enduring love for you change how you relate to other 

people? What do these verses have to say about 

reconciling our own broken relationships?     

 

Read Colossians 1:19-23. Jesus has reconciled “all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 

blood of his cross.” What does this mean? How have you 

experienced this in your own life? How can Jesus bring 

peace and reconciliation to your broken relationships? 

 

Can people be fully reconciled to one another apart from 

Jesus? Why or why not? 

 

WRAPPING UP 

Discuss the Challenge: Ask God to heal a broken 

relationship. Share prayer requests and close with a time 

of prayer together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
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Session #3: New Connections 

 

GETTING STARTED 

How did you take up last session’s challenge? Share with 

others what you did and how it went. Have someone offer 

up a prayer for God’s blessing on the group’s time 

together. 

 

WATCH SESSION 3 VIDEO 

 Are you introverted or extroverted? 

 Who is your most unlikely friend? Share a story with 

the group. 

 

DIG IN 

Read Acts 2:46-47 and discuss the following statements.  

   

Following Jesus will result in many new friends. 

 

Praying together is a powerful way to connect with 

another person.    

 

THE STUDY: New Connections 

Read Acts 8:26-40. Philip and this man from Ethiopia 

made a connection because of Jesus. Who was behind this 

connection? Why does that matter? Does the Holy Spirit 

still connect people today? Do you often pray that God 

would provide you with an opportunity to connect with 

someone who does not know Jesus? 

 

Read Matthew 9:9-13. Jesus befriended tax collectors and 

sinners. Why might Jesus have sought out new 

connections with such unlikely people? Do you prefer to 

connect with people like you or unlike you? Explain your 

answer.  
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Read 1 Samuel 18:1-5 (read verse 1 in a few different 

translations). David and Jonathan became fast friends. 

Which translation provides the most vivid image of their 

new friendship? Have you ever been surprised by how 

quickly you developed a close friendship with someone? 

 

Read Matthew 28:16-20. Does fulfilling the Great 

Commission require us to make new connections? Do you 

have to make new friends to spread the Good News of 

Jesus? Why or why not? 

 

Should Christians be known as good friends? Should 

followers of Jesus go out of their way to make friends 

with people who do not know Jesus? 

 

WRAPPING UP 

Discuss the Challenge: Make a new friend. Share prayer 

requests and close with a time of prayer together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
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Session #4: Reconnect a Past Relationship 

 

GETTING STARTED 

How did you take up last session’s challenge? Share with 

others what you did and how it went. Have someone offer 

up a prayer for God’s blessing on the group’s time 

together. 

 

WATCH SESSION 4 VIDEO 

 In your experience, what is the main reason why 

friends become disconnected?  

 Do you think social media and technology help you 

to be more connected or less connected with 

others? 

 

DIG IN 

Read Romans 8:38-39 and discuss the following 

quotations.    

 

There are countless barriers to staying connected in 

a relationship. 

 

God overcame every barrier of sin to reconnect with 

you and me.   

 

THE STUDY: Reconnect a Past Relationship 

Read 1 Samuel 20:18-23, 35-42. David and Jonathan were 

forced to part ways with one another. What does it mean 

that the Lord would be between them forever (vs. 23 and 

42)? How is this an eternal connection? How could we 

have the Lord between us in our relationships?     

 

Read John 14:1-7. Jesus promises that His followers will 

one day dwell all together again with Him. How does this 

change our relationships with one another? Should 

followers of Jesus say ‘goodbye’ or ‘see you later’? 

Explain your answer. 
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Read Genesis 32:1-12. Jacob feared reconnecting with his 

brother Esau. What did he do in preparation for this 

reunion? What is your practice of praying for friends you 

have not seen in a while?  

 

Read Genesis 43:26-34, 45:1-8. Joseph and his brothers 

reconnected after many years. Who does Joseph credit for 

this reconnection? What is God doing through this 

reunion? Have you ever had a reconnection that was 

clearly the work of God? 

 

What are some ways that God can use you in 

reconnecting with a friend from the past?  

 

WRAPPING UP 

Discuss the Challenge: Reconnect a past relationship. 

Be sure to continue caring for one and meet as a group to 

share Christian life together. Share prayer requests and 

close with a time of prayer together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
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Notes 

 

 

 


