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Spring Home Group Series 

 

 

Do you live in the city? Do you go to the city for 

work or school? Do you go to the city to have a nice 

dinner, visit the museum, or attend a baseball 

game? 

 

No matter where you live in Michigan, what 

happens in Detroit, Grand Rapids, Flint, and 

Lansing influences our lives.  

 

Cities are important places. They are often centers 

of diversity, education, poverty, and government. 

Our congregation has been considering doing 

increased ministry in the city of Lansing. This 

means evaluating the opportunities and challenges 

that come with this kind of ministry. We will use 

the Book of Acts to help us see the work of God in 

the city. 

 

 

We will see how the Kingdom of God can overcome 

challenges and utilize opportunities that are 

present in the city. God is powerful to ensure that 

the Good News of Jesus will extend to “Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.” (Acts 1:8)   
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Session Overview 

   Session  Topic Central Verse 

Session #1 Diversity Isaiah 56:6-7 

Session #2 Education Proverbs 18:15 

Session #3 Poverty Proverbs 31:8-9 

Session #4 Government Matthew 10:17-18 

 

God in the City: Opportunities & Challenges 

As you make your way through this study keep track of what 

opportunities and challenges come with ministry in the city. 

 

Area Opportunity Challenge 

Diversity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Poverty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government 
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Session #1: Diversity in the City 

 

GETTING STARTED 

Make sure everyone knows each other. Have someone 

offer up a prayer for God’s blessing on the study. 

 

WATCH SESSION 1 VIDEO 

 What is the most diverse city you have ever visited? 

 What different types of diversity (i.e. ethnicity, food, 

languages) can you find in a city? 

 What kinds of challenges can arise from the 

tremendous diversity in cities? 

 

DIG IN 

Read Isaiah 56:6-7 and discuss the following statements. 

    

God’s plan of salvation is very global and extends to 

all people. 

 

God’s plan of salvation is very local and spreads on 

an individual basis.  

 

THE STUDY:  Diversity in the City 

Read Acts 2:1-13. The Holy Spirit allowed diverse people 

in the city of Jerusalem to hear the Gospel. Does it seem 

reasonable to believe these people told others what 

happened when they returned home? How did this help 

spread the name of Jesus? How does the church spread 

the name of Jesus to diverse groups of people today? 

 

Read Acts 1:8 and Acts 8:4-8. Philip went to the city of 

Samaria to proclaim the Gospel. Whose idea was it for 

Philip to go to this city? What do you know about the 

relationship between the Jews and Samaritans? How does 

God continue to unite diverse groups of people today?         
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Read Acts 18:1-17. What kinds of diversity are described 

in these verses? How did the Kingdom of God take hold 

despite these challenges? What are some ways that you 

have seen the Kingdom of God overcome challenges? 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 and 1 Corinthians 5:1-2. 

There was a wide diversity of thinkers, beliefs, and 

morality in Corinth. How did this diversity in Corinth 

result in a divided church? In what ways does diversity 

present challenges for the church in the city today? 

 

Is diversity entirely good, entirely bad, or somewhere in 

between? What types of diversity do you see in the 

greater Lansing area?   

 

WRAPPING UP 

Be sure to thank your hosts and begin planning a service 

activity and fellowship event. Share prayer requests and 

close with a time of prayer together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
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Session #2: Education in the City 

 

GETTING STARTED 

What is your favorite school and why? Have someone 

offer up a prayer for God’s blessing on the study.  

 

WATCH SESSION 2 VIDEO 

 What are some ancient cities known for education? 

 What are some modern cities known for education? 

 Have you ever attended a school in a large city? 

 

DIG IN 

Read Proverbs 18:15 and discuss the following 

statements.    

 

Knowledge is power.  

 

Too much education is a bad thing. 

 

THE STUDY:  Education in the City 

Read Acts 4:1-13. Some of the Apostles were uneducated. 

Can you be uneducated while still being knowledgeable? 

If so, what knowledge did Peter and John possess? How 

can education lead to ignorance about God’s truth?      
 

Read Acts 17:10-15. God worked mightily through Paul 

and Silas in the city of Berea. What is striking about the 

Berean’s reaction to Paul’s ministry among them? How 

can you embody this same desire to be well educated 

about God’s Word in your own life? 

 

Paul went to the city of Athens after Berea. Read Acts 

17:16-21. In what ways do these verses reveal how 

educated the Athenians were? In what ways do these 

verses reveal how the Athenians were lacking in the true 

knowledge of God?  
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Read Acts 17:22-34. The Kingdom of God took hold even 

in the city of Athens. How did Paul capitalize on the 

Athenians’ love for education as he proclaimed the 

Gospel to them? How was the tremendous emphasis on 

education in Athens both a challenge and an opportunity 

for the church?    

 

How might God use education in the city as an 

opportunity for our congregation? How do you ensure 

that you are always knowledgeable of God’s truth? 

 

WRAPPING UP 

Be sure to thank your hosts and decide on a service 

activity and fellowship event. Share prayer requests and 

close with a time of prayer together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
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Session #3: Poverty in the City 

 

GETTING STARTED 

What has been the highlight of your week so far? Have 

someone offer up a prayer for God’s blessing on the 

group’s time together.  

 

WATCH SESSION 3 VIDEO 

 What nice restaurant, store, or attraction do you 

like in the city?  

 Share a story about encountering poverty in the 

city. 

 What are some ways that people try to address the 

issue of poverty in the city? 

 

DIG IN 

Read Proverbs 31:8-9 and discuss the following 

statements.  

   

It never hurts to help someone.  

 

There are many in the world who are dying for a 

piece of bread but there are many more dying for a 

little love. (Mother Teresa) 

 

THE STUDY: Poverty in the City 

Read Acts 3:1-10. Peter healed a disabled man in the 

name of Jesus. How did Peter give the man something far 

better than he had requested? How do you know when it 

is helpful to give to someone in need? 

 

Read Acts 4:32-37. The earliest followers of Jesus spread 

their blessings amongst one another. How did this help 

to eliminate poverty in the church? What challenges might 

have arisen from this practice?    
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Read Acts 10:1-8. Cornelius generously gave alms to 

people in need. What is your practice on giving money to 

people in need? Why is almsgiving such a common way to 

address poverty in the city? What challenges does this 

present?  

 

Read Acts 11:27-30. God permitted Agabus to foretell of 

a famine on the horizon. What was the early church’s 

response to this impending shortage of food? How do we 

currently do similar need-based collections? Are there 

other ways that we should address poverty in the city?     

 

Do we all need to address poverty in the city in the same 

way? What specific gifts and talents do you possess that 

can be used to care for people in need? 

 

WRAPPING UP 

Be sure to thank your hosts. Have you completed a 

service activity or fellowship event? Share prayer requests 

and close with a time of prayer together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
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Session #4: Government in the City 

 

GETTING STARTED 

Have you been keeping up with the election lately? Why or 

why not? Have someone offer up a prayer for God’s 

blessing on the group’s time together.  

 

WATCH SESSION 4 VIDEO 

 On a scale of Head-in-the-Sand to Totally Addicted, 

how much do you follow politics? 

 Which national monument is your favorite? 

 Do you sense the government is becoming more or 

less accepting of Christianity? 

 

DIG IN 

Read Matthew 10:17-18 and discuss the following 

quotations.    

 

Government persecution is a challenge for the 

church. 

 

Government persecution is an opportunity for the 

church.  

 

THE STUDY:  Government in the City 

Read Acts 21:13, 27-36. Jerusalem was stirred up by 

Paul’s ministry. How did the Gospel threaten to disrupt 

the status quo in that city? Do you think this is why Paul 

ended up in trouble with the government in that place?     

 

Read Acts 22:30-23:11. Paul stood before the Jewish 

council in Jerusalem and testified regarding his faith in 

Jesus. Would you consider this incident a success or a 

failure? How do you know if you are “successful” in being 

a witness for Jesus?   
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Read Acts 25:6-12. The laws of the Roman Empire 

allowed for Paul to appeal to Caesar. Can you think of any 

other times in the Bible when civil laws presented an 

opportunity for God’s people? Are there any laws today 

that are a benefit to the proclamation of the Gospel? 

 

Read Philippians 4:22. Despite being persecuted and on 

trial, it appears that Paul was successful in bringing 

people to Jesus in Rome. Are there other surprising 

conversions of government leaders in Scripture? Do you 

ever let your own expectations keep you from telling 

others about Jesus? 

 

WRAPPING UP 

Be sure to thank your hosts. Be sure to continue caring 

for one and meet as a group to share Christian life 

together. Share prayer requests and close with a time of 

prayer together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 
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Notes 

 

 

 


