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Armed and Generous:  Christian Neighboring 

 

What makes for a good neighbor?  Do you have a 

favorite neighbor?  What kind of a neighbor are 

you?  Or, as someone has famously asked, “Who is 

my neighbor?” 

 

Throughout the fall we are considering what it 

means to be a Christian neighbor.  We are accenting 

two things:  being a Christian and being a 

neighbor.  One is not of much help without the 

other.  One tool to help us think about the topic is 

the fall sermon series on The Good Samaritan.   
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Another tool which helps us think especially about 

being a CHRISTIAN neighbor is the book The 

Benedict Option by Rod Dreher. 

 

This small group series will build on both of those 

experiences and then lead you through a 

conversation about how you can make a positive 

impact for Jesus in your neighborhood.  God calls 

us to be lights in a dark world!  By God’s grace and 

in fellowship with one another, may this time 

together help us to be ever brighter lights—armed 

and generous!  

 

In addition to the topic, each session will have a 

challenge to intentionally engage in with the 

neighbors who live near you (Neighborhood Watch-

ing) and the neighbors who worship next to you 

(Pew Neighbors). 

 

Overview 

 

Session  
Topic Neighborhood 

Watch-ing 

“Pew” 

Neighbors 

1 
Armed to Bless 

not Protect 

Leaving a Light 

On 

Strapping It On 

Together 

2 
Armed with 

Prayer 

Praying 

Intentionally 

Prayer 

Partnership   

3 
Generous with 

Things 

What Can You 

Share Where? 
Give a Hand 

4 
Generous with 

Time 

Clear Out Some 

Time 

Volunteer to 

Serve 
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Session 1 

 

GATHERING 

Introduce one another.  Talk about why you are glad to be 

together.   

 

Have someone offer up prayer for the group.   

 

Talk about your neighbors (in a good way).  How many of 

your neighbors do you know?  How well do you know the 

neighbors?   What is a favorite neighbor like?  What makes 

for a bad neighbor (don’t name names)?  What kind of a 

neighbor are you? 

 

GROWING 

In this first session you will consider being armed, not with 

guns, knives and bats, but with the whole armor of God.  

You will explore how the whole armor of God is not to 

protect you FROM your neighbors, but to be a valuable help 

FOR them.  

 

VIEW VIDEO 1 

 

Discussion Question:  How cocooned have we become?  

How cocooned have you become?  What besides the garage 

door opener promotes cocooning? 

 

Read Luke 10:25-37. 

 

In the story that Jesus told he said of the Samaritan, “He 

came to where he was.”  In thinking about Jesus as the Good 

Samaritan, in what ways did or does Jesus come to where 

we are?    

 

In some sense we can describe the Gospel, the Good News, 

as “Jesus is here.”  What would it take our neighbors to see 

us as good news in the flesh?  What would it take our 

neighbors to be glad we are here? 
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Read Ephesians 6:10-17. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 What does Paul’s identification of our enemies do to 

our opinion about our neighbors, even the ones we 

might not like? 

 How the enemies that are are identified a 

neighborhood problem not a neighbor problem? 

 What do the different parts of the armor signify?    Is 

one most important?  Do you see any expendable 

pieces? 

 How do you “put on the whole armor of God?”  Do 

you? 

 

Read I Samuel 17:32-40. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 David entered battle properly armed.  His armor was 

not what the world offered (Saul’s) but what God 

provided.  How is the “whole armor of God” from 

Ephesians 6 different from and better than what the 

world has to offer? 

 How did David’s armor of God bless his neighbors? 

 

Consider this:  We are to put on the whole armor of God so 

that we can help protect our neighbors rather than be 

protected from them.  Agree?  Disagree? 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch-ing:  Light puts evil to flight.   

Many neighborhoods could benefit from more light—both 

physical and spiritual.  In the midst of danger people flee to 

and find comfort in a lighted area.   

 

Discuss what you can do to provide more light, both 

physical and spiritual, to your neighborhood.  How can you 

bring brighter light to the neighbors? 
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“Pew” Neighbors:  Do you know the names of the people 

who typically worship next to you?  How well do you know 

them?   

 

The congregation setting provides a great environment for 

“strapping on” the whole armor of God.  We need to come 

together to remain ready for battle.  Discuss how weekly 

worship can serve as a gladiatorial locker room for 

Christians.   

 

 

GOING 

Share praise points with one another—where you have seen 

God at work.  Share prayer requests for the coming week. 

 

Join together with a time of prayer. 

 

When you get home, take some time to write in “worship” 

on your personal or home calendar each week from now 

until the end of the year.  Clear out what needs to be 

cleared out.   Let’s plan to get together in our gladiatorial 

locker room. 

 

Turn on an extra light for the neighbors as a way to remind 

you to shine your light. 

 

And when you get up tomorrow, “strap on the whole armor 

of God.” 

 

 

Session 2 

 

GATHERING 

Where have you seen God at work in your life since you last 

met?  What positive experience have you had with a 

neighbor?  How did “strapping on the full armor of God” 

change your being a neighbor?   
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Have someone offer up prayer for your group. 

 

GROWING 

In this second session you will continue to think about 

being rightly armed FOR your neighbor.  You will explore 

how being armed with prayer can bring great blessing to 

your neighborhood.   

 

VIEW VIDEO 2 

 

Discussion Question:  How does your prayer life focus on 

your neighbors? 

 

Read Ephesians 6:18-20. 

 

Throughout the New Testament God calls his people to be 

persistent in prayer.  Jesus in the Garden said, “Watch and 

pray.”  We are to pray for those inside the Church.  We are 

to pray for those outside the Church. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 How is prayer a logical extension to the whole armor 

of God? 

 What does it mean to “pray in the Spirit?”  Or is it 

“pray in the spirit?” 

 How is prayer connected with alertness? 

 How is prayer connected with perseverance? 

 

Read I Timothy 2:1-7. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 How “parochial” are your prayers?  Who else could you 

be praying for? 

 Luther talked about the power of prayer and its 

impact on the Reformation.  Discuss what it would 

look like to unleash the power of prayer in your 

neighborhood.  How are you using the opportunity for 
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prayer to bring blessing to your neighbors around 

your home and around the community? 

 

Read Matthew 5:43-48. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 What do you learn from this passage about praying 

and your neighbors? 

 How have you used worldly approaches with “problem 

neighbors” instead of spiritual ones? 

 

Consider this:  One of the great, and underutilized, 

blessings that we can bring to our neighborhoods is prayer.  

Agree?  Disagree? 

 

Neighborhood Watch-ing:  Pray for the neighbors.   

Discuss what you can do to offer up more prayers for your 

neighbors.  What would it take to know their prayer needs?  

Consider experimenting with a “prayer walk” through the 

neighborhood.  What would that look like?  Do you have 

another Christian neighbor with whom you could partner in 

prayer?     

 

“Pew” Neighbors:  While Scripture calls us to be concerned 

about others, including our enemies, it especially enjoins us 

to be concerned about those who are of the household of 

faith.   

 

Discuss how you pray for fellow members, leaders and 

programs of the congregation.  What can you do to foster 

more prayer with and for “pew” neighbors?   

 

GOING 

Share prayer requests for the coming week. 

 

Join together with a time of prayer. 
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When you get home, take some time to make a prayer list 

that includes neighbors, both good and difficult, and fellow 

members of the congregation. 

 

Spend time each day praying for those on your list. 

 

 

Session 3 

 

GATHERING 

What impact have you experienced from growing in prayer?  

Has it helped change anything with a neighbor?  Has it 

helped changed anything within you about a neighbor? 

 

Have someone offer up prayer for the group.   

 

GROWING 

In this third session we are shifting gears toward 

generosity.  Instead of being “armed and dangerous,” 

Christian neighboring should be characterized by being 

“armed and generous.”  We have thought about being 

armed, we now turn our attention to being generous. 

 

VIEW VIDEO 3 

 

Read Luke 10:25-37. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 According to Scripture, internal goodness (morality) 

must be connected with external goodness (of benefit 

to or for another).  In what ways was the Samaritan 

good?   

 “Doing good” is our duty.  When does “doing good” 

become generosity?  In what ways was the Samaritan 

generous? 

 Consider this:  “Love” and “generosity” are synonyms.  

Agree?  Disagree? 
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Read Leviticus 25:35-37, Deuteronomy 15:7-8, Psalm 41:1-

3, I Corinthians 4:7 and Acts 2:40-47. 

 

 What do these passages teach about generosity 

toward neighbors?  What commands do you see?  

What promises do you see?  What opportunities do 

you see? 

 What risks are involved with generosity? 

 What opportunities do you have in your neighborhood 

for generosity?   

 Consider this:  When Christians win a reputation for 

generosity, they will win an opportunity for witness.  

Agree?  Disagree? 

 

Read Mark 6:35-44. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 In what way was this event (the five loaves and two 

fish) an expression of generosity?  Or literally in what 

way were the loaves and fish generous. In what way 

weren’t they?  

 What impact does the resulting miracle have on your 

thinking about generosity? 

 

 

Neighborhood Watch-ing:  Given for good.   

Discuss ways that you can be more generous with your 

neighbors.  What would it take for you to become more 

aware of their needs?  How can you be proactive rather than 

reactive in generosity? 

 

“Pew” Neighbors:  Generosity in the Church goes much 

deeper than bringing a weekly offering.  There is a sense in 

which everything that you have is not “yours;” it’s ours.  

Christians have an even more intimate relationship than a 

family—which is a key center for generosity; it is a body.  

Scripture teaches that if one part suffers, we all suffer; if 

one part rejoices, we all rejoice. 
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How are you sharing your things with others in the 

congregation?  How can you be more neighborly to people 

within the congregation and their needs?  

 

GOING 

Share prayer requests for the coming week. 

 

Join together with a time of prayer. 

 

When you get home, spend some time reflecting on God’s 

generosity toward you and ask him to give you opportunity 

to reflect it to others. 

 

 

Session 4 

 

GATHERING 

In our sessions we have been considering Christian 

neighboring.  Where we live should be viewed as a function 

of God’s deployment, not our economic circumstance.  How 

has your understanding of being a Christian neighbor 

changed or been enhanced?   

Have someone offer up prayer for the group.   

 

GROWING 

In this fourth session we will consider what may be the 

most difficult point of generosity:  generosity of time.  

Benjamin Franklin said, “Do you love life?  Then do not 

squander time, for that’s the stuff life is made of.”  To give 

people time, to be generous with our time, comes at no 

small cost.  To give people time is to give people our life. 

 

VIEW VIDEO 4 
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Discussion Question:  Over the past sessions and weeks we 

have referred to the Good Samaritan often.  Discuss the 

Samaritan’s generosity of time.  What time did he give to his 

neighbor? 

 

Read Mark 6:1-13, 30-35. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 In the run up to the miraculous feeding of the 5,000 

we see Jesus investing his time with others.  As you 

consider this passage how do you see generosity of 

time displayed?  How are his followers involved? 

 In what ways has Jesus been generous with you in 

regard to time? 

 Consider this statement:  I value the friend who 

makes room for me on his calendar; I treasure the 

friend who does not check it.  What kind of friend are 

you?  What kind of neighbor are you? 

 

Read Luke 9:23. 

 

Discuss the following: 

 Joni Eareckson Tada wrote about cross bearing, 

“Friend, your cross to bear is not your boring job, 

aching back, or irksome mother-in-law. Your cross to 

bear is your daily putting to death your attitude about 

your boring job, exasperating mother-in-law and 

aching muscles.”  How does cross bearing include 

spending time with difficult people? 

 People are busy.  People are too busy.  Much has been 

written about the importance of wise money 

management to the end that you do not get stretched 

too thin financially.  Discuss how mismanaging our 

time gets us stretched too thin to be generous with 

our time.  What do you do to keep your calendar 

under control? 
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 Brainstorm ideas of how you could spend more time 

with neighbors as an extension of the Gospel 

Kingdom. 

 

Neighborhood Watch-ing:  Time out for time in.   

To be more generous with time, most of us will need to free 

up some time!  What are some time wasters in your life?  

Are there some activities you could eliminate so that you 

had more time to give others?  How do you balance 

spending time with “church stuff” and having time for your 

neighbors and neighborhood?   

 

“Pew” Neighbors:  God’s word calls people to tithe, to give 

Jesus 10% of their income.  What if Christians “tithed” their 

work week?  What could you do for “pew” neighbors if you 

were committed to volunteering 4 hours a week? 

 

GOING 

Make sure that your group has a plan to get together for a 

fellowship event during the coming Holidays. 

 

Share prayer requests for the coming week. 

 

Join together with a time of prayer. 

 

When you get home, spend some time examining your 

calendar.  Pray God to guide you to a godly use of your time 

with him, your family, our congregation and your neighbors. 


