
CCLC UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Ladies’ meeting – Saturday, December 4 

     9:00 a.m. at the Howell office, discussing “All Things Good” chapter 11 

 

Men’s Study – December 9, 6:15-7:15 a.m.  Panera in Green Oak Village.  

 

Life Discipleship meeting – Dec 14, 8pm - considering Heidelberg questions 
recent and upcoming. 
 

Christmas caroling!  If you’d like Christ Church to come carol in your 
neighborhood, propose a date to Pastor Steve, and we’ll invite everyone to 
come out! 

 

Christmas Eve Service - December 24 – Lessons and Carols - 5:00 p.m. 

 

Fellowship meal Sundays –  

 January 16 – at the Opera House 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Day 12/5/2021 A.D. (2nd Sunday of Advent) 

A Service of Worship and Covenant Renewal 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP  God Summons His People  

* SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 64:1-2 

 Leader: The Lord be with you!  

 All:  And also with you! 

 

* LITANY Isaiah 64:3-4 

Leader: When You did awesome things for which we did not look,  

All:     You came down, the mountains shook at Your presence. 

Leader: For since the beginning of the world, 

All:     Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, 

Leader: Nor has the eye seen any God besides You, 

All:     Who acts for the one who waits for Him. 

 

* PRAYER OF PRAISE  

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
  Let All Mortal Flesh 564 

 
CLEANSING  God Forgives His People  

CALL TO CONFESSION  Isaiah 64:5b-7 

† PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (followed by silent prayer) 

  
Pastor: Steve Hemmeke (517) 648 - 4828   hemmest@gmail.com 
Elder: Greg Harmon (517) 552 - 7838 gregory.j.harmon@gmail.com 
 

Deacons:  Joe Martinez (517) 245 - 5766 jmrtnz71@aol.com 
  Robert Popovczak (248) 231 - 5239 rmpopovc@gmail.com 
 
 

Website:  www.christkirkmi.com  
 

A member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches – www.crechurches.org 

 

* The congregation stands 

 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON Isaiah 64:5a, 8-9 

 Leader: Your sins are forgiven through Christ. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
 Congregation:  We lift them up to the Lord! 

* HYMN OF PRAISE  
 Lift Up Your Heads 550 

* HYMN OF PRAISE  
 Come, Thou Long Expected 561 

HEIDELBERG CATECHISM Q&A 125 126 127  

Q125. What is God’s will for us in the fourth commandment? 
A125. “Give us this day our daily bread” means:  Provide for all 

our physical needs so that we may recognize that you are 
the only source of everything good, and that neither our 
care and work nor your gifts can do us any good without 
your blessing. Therefore may we withdraw our trust from 
all creatures and place it in you alone. 

 
Q126.  What does the fifth petition mean? 
A126.  “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” means: 
Because of Christ’s blood, do not impute to us, poor sinners that 
we are, any of the transgressions we do or the evil that 
constantly clings to us. Forgive us just as we are fully 
determined, as evidence of your grace in us, wholeheartedly to 
forgive our neighbors. 
 
Q127.  What does the sixth petition mean? 
A127.  “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” 
means: We are so weak that we cannot stand on our own for a 
moment, and our sworn enemies— the devil, the world, and our 
own flesh — never stop attacking us. And so, Lord, uphold us 
and make us strong by the power of your Holy Spirit, so that we 
may not be defeated in this spiritual fight, but may firmly resist 
our enemies until we finally win the complete victory. 

 

CONSECRATION  God Equips and Prepares His People 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

* HYMN OF PRAISE  
 Rejoice All Ye Believers 552 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
 

THANKING GOD FOR… 
The Logos (Word), through whom all creation was made; willing to dwell 
among us within a tabernacle of flesh by incarnation 
 
Expectant mothers – Rebecca VanDerhoof (December) 
 
Works of service done at Christ Church, seen & unseen 
 
Employment, and a stable local and national economy 
 
Our sister CREC churches: Christ the King Church in Springfield, MO –  

Pastor Jeremy Sexton  
 
The expository preaching of His word made readily and freely available to us in 
this age 

 
 “PETITIONING GOD FOR…” 

The Lord’s Prayer:  "Give us this day our daily bread" 

God’s Particular Care –  
James H. with cancer 
Evelyn, living with Joe and Linda 

 
Missions – Joe and Becky Harrell’s Ministry as they transition into retirement 

at the end of 2021 
 
Civil Authorities – Local Police, Fire, and EMTs 
The overturning of Roe v. Wade by the Supreme Court, after they heard oral 
argument advocating its overruling this week. 
 
The Persecuted Church – 
HAITI – pray for the 17 missionaries affiliated with Christian Aid Ministries who 
are being held hostage in Haiti. 16 are Americans and one is Canadian. There 
are 6 men, 6 women, and 5 children. Pray for their release. 

  

* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 

 

* The congregation stands 

We warmly invite to the Lord’s Supper all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under 
the authority of Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the wine with 
us, you acknowledge that you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, 
and that you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. You also acknowledge to the elders 
of thiss congregation that you are in covenant with God, being active in a congregation which is 
covenantally bound to the triune God through Word and sacrament. If you have any doubt 
about your participation, please speak to an elder before or after the service.  We wait to 
partake together, after all have received. 

 



Sermon Notes for: 12/5/2021 

“Live Different - Repentance - John the Baptizer” 

Luke 3:1-20 --Pastor Steve Hemmeke-- 

 
Sermon theme: we “live different” by repenting of our sins in all of life. 
 
 
Sermon outline: 

I. Verses 1-2 – The Word of God enters history 
II. Vss 3-6 – John’s identity and mission 
III. Vss 7-9 – John’s message 
IV. Vss 10-18 – John’s response to repentance 
V. Vss 19-20 – John’s fate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words for children to listen for 

Vipers    Wilderness   Abraham 

 

Repentance   Herod    Christ

* SCRIPTURE READING 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5 
Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1-7 
New Testament Reading: 2 Corinthians 7:8-12 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

* THE NICENE CREED (see next page) 

PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“Live Different - Repentance - John the Baptizer”______________Luke 3:1-20 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 The Lord’s Prayer 725 
 Congregational AMEN! 

THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 
 Doxology 734 

 

COMMUNION  God Nourishes His People 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 Bread: Break Forth 549 
 Wine: Wake, Awake  546 

 

COMMISSIONING  God Blesses & Sends His People 

* GOD’S COMMISSION TO US Matthew 3:2 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand! 

 

‡ LORD, BID YOUR SERVANT GO IN PEACE (NUNC DIMITTIS) 732 

* BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE --- AMEN! 

 

 

 

 

 
* The congregation stands 
‡ The congregation is invited to stand with hands raised 

 

* The congregation stands 



 

Christian, in Whom do you believe? 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
    Maker of Heaven and Earth,  

    of all things visible and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
    begotten of his Father before all worlds,  

    God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
    begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;  

    by whom all things were made;  
    who for us and for our salvation,  

    came down from heaven,  
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  

    and was made man;  
    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  

    He suffered and was buried;  
    and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  

    and ascended into heaven, 
and is seated on the right hand of the Father;  

    and he shall come again, with glory, 
to judge both the living and the dead;  
    whose kingdom shall have no end.  

 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and Giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son;  

    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;  
    who spoke by the prophets;  

    and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;  
    we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;  

    and we look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 

Additional sermon notes:

 


