
CCLC UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Fellowship meal Sundays - Jan 15 at the Opera House. 

- 2023 budget presentation 
- Elder Nathan Brunaugh and family visiting! 

 

 

Men’s Study – Jan 19 at Panera in Green Oak Village. 

 “The Godly Man’s Picture” by Watson.  Chapter 4, paragraphs 7-9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lord’s Day 1/8/2023 A.D. (1st Sunday after Epiphany) 

A Service of Worship and Covenant Renewal 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP  God Summons His People  

* SCRIPTURE READING  Psalm 32:11 

 Leader: The Lord be with you!  

 All:  And also with you! 

 

* LITANY Psalm 32:7-11 

Leader: You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me from trouble; 

All:     You shall surround me with songs of deliverance. 

Leader: I will instruct you teach you in the way you should go; 

All:     I will guide you with My eye. 

Leader:  Do not be like the horse or like the mule, which have no 
understanding 

All:     Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, else they will not 
come near you. 

Leader:  Many sorrows shall be to the wicked; 

All:     But he who trusts in the LORD, mercy shall surround him. 

Leader:  Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous; 

All:     And shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 

 

* PRAYER OF PRAISE  

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 301 

 
  

Pastor: Steve Hemmeke  (517) 648 - 4828    hemmest@gmail.com 
Elders: Jeff Swanson (pro temp) (231) 578 - 8480 jeff@countrydairy.com 
  Nathan Brunaugh (protemp) (618) 910 – 4653 nbrunaugh@protonmail.com 
 

Deacons:  Joe Martinez  (517) 245 - 5766 joe.m.martinez3250@gmail.com 
  Robert Popovczak  (248) 231 - 5239 rmpopovc@gmail.com 
 
 

Website:  www.christkirkmi.com  
 

A member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches – www.crechurches.org 

 

* The congregation stands 

 

mailto:jeff@countrydairy.com


CLEANSING  God Forgives His People  

CALL TO CONFESSION  Titus 3:3 

 Leader: Oh come, let us worship and bow down;                   Psalm 95:6 

All:     Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

 

† PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (followed by silent prayer) 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON Titus 3:4-7 

 Leader: Your sins are forgiven through Christ. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
 Congregation:  We lift them up to the Lord! 

* HYMN OF PRAISE  
 My Hope is Built 411 

 Rise Up, O Men of God 515 

HEIDELBERG CATECHISM Q&A 3-5  

Q3.  How do you come to know your misery? 
A3.  The law of God tells me. 
 
Q4.  What does God’s law require of us? 
A4.  Christ teaches us this in summary in Matthew 22:37–40: 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” 
This is the greatest and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
 
Q5.  Can you live up to all this perfectly? 
A5.  No.  I am inclined by nature to hate God and my neighbor. 

 

CONSECRATION  God Equips and Prepares His People 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

* HYMN OF PRAISE  
 Beside the Streams (Psalm 137) 274 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
THANKING GOD FOR… 

Leading us by the Holy Spirit to the saving knowledge and faith that Jesus is the 
Christ which we especially celebrate with the observance of Epiphany 
 
Mothers, Fathers, Students, and Singles  
 
CREC Presiding Minister (Virgil Hurt) & Tyndale Presbytery PM (Bill Smith) 
 
Expectant mothers – Sierra and Katie (Feb); Kate K. (July) 
 
Our sister CREC churches: Trinity Church, Fair Grove, MO, Elder Rob Davis 
 
Thanking God for His loving providence over His people  
 

 “PETITIONING GOD FOR…” 

Our Father’s Particular Care –  
Jeff Swanson, traveling to India with Training Leaders Int’l, Jan 9-26. 
Claudia Swanson, with spina bifida 
Those with illness 
Nathan Brunaugh’s visit with us next weekend to be safe and effective. 
Tim and Joe, going through the elder candidate process 

 
peace, wisdom, and grace in our daily employments and homemaking 
 
Missions – JEEP (Joint East European Project) 
 
Civil Authorities – Governor of Michigan, Gretchen Whitmer 
 
the Persecuted Church – COTE d’ IVOIRE – pray for Christians in the village of Grahipla 

who gathered to worship even when the followers of the local animist traditions had 
planned an initiation ceremony and told the Christians not to worship that day. The 
animists attacked 5 churches, 3 of which were holding services. The attackers looted and 
destroyed the buildings and humiliated the men, women, and children by stripping off their 
clothes and beating them. Many of the Christian men now struggle to take care of their 
farms because of their injuries. Front-line workers ask for prayer that these brothers and 
sisters will fully recover, mentally and physically, and that God will provide help to rebuild 
the churches. 

* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 

 

* The congregation stands 

 
We warmly invite to the Lord’s Supper all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority 
of Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the wine with us, you acknowledge that 
you are a sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you are trusting in Jesus Christ 
alone for salvation. You also acknowledge to the elders of this congregation that you are in covenant with 
God, being active in a congregation which is covenantally bound to the triune God through Word and 
sacrament. If you have any doubt about your participation, please speak to an elder before or after the service.   
We wait to partake together, after all have received. Our Communion bread is egg- and gluten-free. Please 
take a slice or two, based on family size.  Leftovers may result from this!  Feel free after the service to take it 
home or throw it away at the chapel.  There is nothing "sacred" about the elements once the service is over. 

 



 

Sermon Notes for: 1/8/2023 

“Responding to Bad News: Nehemiah I” 

Nehemiah 1:1-2:5 -- Pastor Steve Hemmeke 

 
Sermon theme: Nehemiah prays, plans, and pleads to rebuild Jerusalem. 
 
 
Sermon outline: 

I. Destruction 
II. Confession 
III. Intention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words for children to listen for 

Rebuild    King   Cupbearer 

 

Confession   Plan   Nehemiah 

* SCRIPTURE READING 
Old Testament Reading: 2 Kings 25:1-21 
New Testament Reading: Psalm 137 
Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 

 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

* THE NICENE CREED (see next page) 

PREACHING OF THE WORD 
“Responding to Bad News: Nehemiah I”______________Nehemiah 1:1-2:5 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 The Lord’s Prayer 726 
 
THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 
 Sanctus-Schubert 722 

 

COMMUNION  God Nourishes His People 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 Bread: From Heaven (Ps 148) 294 
 Wine: The King of Love (Psalm 23)  44 

 

COMMISSIONING  God Blesses & Sends His People 

* GOD’S COMMISSION TO US Nehemiah 8:9-10 

‡ GLORIA PATRI 732 

* BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE --- AMEN! 

 

 

 

 

  

* The congregation stands 
‡ The congregation is invited to stand with hands raised 

 

* The congregation stands 



 
 

Christian, in Whom do you believe? 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
    Maker of Heaven and Earth,  

    of all things visible and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
    begotten of His Father before all worlds,  

    God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
    begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;  

    by whom all things were made;  
    who for us and for our salvation,  

    came down from heaven,  
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  

    and was made man;  
    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  

    He suffered and was buried;  
    and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures,  

    and ascended into heaven, 
and is seated on the right hand of the Father;  

    and He shall come again, with glory, 
to judge both the living and the dead;  
    whose kingdom shall have no end.  

 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and Giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son;  

    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;  
    who spoke by the prophets;  

    and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;  
    we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;  

    and we look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
 

 

Additional sermon notes: 

 

 


