
 
The Lord’s Day 5/24/2020 A.D. – Ascension Sunday 

A Service of Worship and Covenant Renewal 
 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  God Summons His People  

* SCRIPTURE READING  Acts 1:4-11 

 

* LITANY 

 Leader: Christ is risen! 

 All:  He is risen indeed! 

Leader:  He has ascended to the Father! 

 All:  Praise the Lord! 

Leader:  Come, let us go up to the mountain of Yahweh 

 All:  To the house of the God of Jacob! 

 

* PRAYER OF PRAISE  

 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph 274 – verses 1, 3, 5 

  

* The congregation stands 



 



 
 
CLEANSING  God Forgives His People  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Psalm 119:9-16 

 † PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Isaiah 1:18 

 Leader: Your sins are forgiven through Christ. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

 

 HEIDELBERG CATECHISM Q&A 46, 49-50 

Q46.  What do you mean by saying, “He ascended to heaven”?? 
A.  That Christ, while his disciples watched, was taken up from the earth into heaven 
and remains there on our behalf, until he comes again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
Q49.  How does Christ’s ascension to heaven benefit us? 
A.  First, he is our advocate in heaven in the presence of his Father. 
Second, we have our own flesh in heaven 
as a sure pledge that Christ our head 
will also take us, his members, up to himself. 
Third, he sends his Spirit to us on earth as a corresponding pledge. 
By the Spirit’s power we seek not earthly things 
but the things above, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. 

 
Q50.  Why the next words: “and sits at the right hand of God”? 
A.  Christ ascended to heaven, there to show that he is head of his church, 
the one through whom the Father governs all things. 

 
 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts! 
Congregation:  We lift them up to the Lord! 

  
 * HYMN OF PRAISE  
  How Lovely (Psalm 84) 120 [Next page] 

 

CONSECRATION  God Equips and Prepares His People 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE  
 The King of Love (Psalm 23)  35 

 

* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 
 
* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 



 



 



 
* SCRIPTURE READING 

Old Testament Reading: Leviticus 1:1-9 
New Testament Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 8:18-20 

 
 Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 

* THE NICENE CREED 
“Christian, in Whom do you believe?” 

 
The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
    Maker of Heaven and Earth,  

    of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
    begotten of his Father before all worlds,  

    God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
    begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;  

    by whom all things were made;  
    who for us and for our salvation,  

    came down from heaven,  
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  

    and was made man;  
    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;  

    He suffered and was buried;  
    and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  

    and ascended into heaven, 
and is seated on the right hand of the Father;  

    and he shall come again, with glory, 
to judge both the living and the dead;  
    whose kingdom shall have no end.  

 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and Giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son;  

    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;  
    who spoke by the prophets;  

    and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church;  
    we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;  

    and we look for the resurrection of the dead,  
    and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
 

PREACHING OF THE WORD 
 “The Need and Delight of Worshiping God” __________________________ Psalm 84 
  Sermon Series: Psalms for Challenging Times 



 
Sermon Notes for: 5/24/2020 

“The Need and Delight of Worshiping God”  - Psalm 84 
--Pastor Steve Hemmeke-- 

 
Sermon Theme: 
We were made to dwell and worship in God’s house, so we long for it, even in hard times. 
 
 
 
Sermon outline: 

I. God’s beauty – verses 1-2 
II. Our desire – vss. 2-5 
III. Our hardship – vss. 6-7 
IV. God’s protection – vss. 8-9 
V. Our privilege – vs. 10 
VI. God’s goodness – vs. 11 
VII. Our faith – vs. 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Words for children to listen for: 
Delight     Courts     Birds 
 
 
 
Blessing     Masks     Baca 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 The Lord’s Prayer 411 
 Congregational AMEN! 



 
 
 



THE OFFERING OF GIFTS 
 Create in Me a Clean Heart 415 

 

COMMUNION  God Nourishes His People 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
We warmly invite to the Lord’s Supper all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and drinking the wine with us, you acknowledge that you are a 
sinner, without hope except in the sovereign mercy of God, and that you are trusting in Jesus Christ alone for 
salvation. You also acknowledge to the elders of thiss congregation that you are in covenant with God, being active in 
a congregation which iss covenantally bound to the triune God through Word and sacrament. If you have any doubt 
about your participation, please speak to an elder before or after the service. 
 
 

COMMISSIONING  God Blesses & Sends His People 
* GOD’S COMMISSION TO US    Psalm 37:3-5 

Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the 
LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, 
And He shall bring it to pass. 

 

‡ GLORIA PATRI 436 

 

* BENEDICTION 1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 

 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE --- AMEN! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pastor: Steve Hemmeke (517) 648 - 4828     hemmest@gmail.com 
Elder:  Greg Harmon (517) 552 – 7838  gregory.j.harmon@gmail.com 
 
Deacons: Joe Martinez (517) 245 - 5766  jmrtnz71@aol.com 
Robert Popovczak (248) 231 - 5239  rmpopovc@gmail.com 
 
Website:  www.christkirkmi.com 
 
A member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches – www.crechurches.org 
 

* The congregation stands 
‡ The congregation is invited to stand with hands raised 
 
* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 
 
* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 
 
* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 
 
* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 
 
* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 
 
* The congregation stands 
† The congregation is invited to kneel 
 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
Revelation 3:7 

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, “These things says He who is holy, He who is true, He who has 
the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens.” 

 

THANKSGIVING 
Psalm 69:30 - I will praise the name of God with a song, And will magnify Him with thanksgiving. 

 
Thanking God for this time of national memorial of those who gave their lives in active military service. 
Thanking God for graduates and His blessing on the accomplishment of this important milestone in their lives: 
 Owen Hemmeke and Sumner Wren 
Thanking God for Pastor Steve Hemmeke; (Sara, Grace, Owen, Isaiah, & Zach) 
Thanking God for this trial of pandemic to teach us to place our trust in Him & not in ourselves or worldly systems 
Thanking God for Expectant Mothers – Sarah Popovczak (December) 
 

PETITIONS 
Psalm 66:16-20 - Come and hear, all you who fear God, And I will declare what He has done for my soul. I cried to Him 

with my mouth, And He was extolled with my tongue. If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear. But 
certainly God has heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, Who has not turned away my 

prayer, Nor His mercy from me! 
 
Praying for wisdom and Godly discernment for CCLC leadership and member families in making decisions to 
return to gathered corporate worship and normal church life 
 
Praying for Sister Churches in CREC – Praying God would give His wisdom to their leadership as to how best 
resume worship services and still protect the congregation from possible COVID-19 infection 

Oakwood Bible Church, Troy, NY – Pastor Jim DuJack 
Providence Church, Caro, MI – Pastor Jacob Hanby 

 
Praying for God’s Particular Care –  
 Rebekah VanDerhoof’s grandfather, Daniel Janetzke, (severe back injury);  
 Our nation and “front line” medical personnel as they fight against the pandemic;  
 Elijah Hamilton (Ulcerative Colitis) 
 
Praying for Civil Authorities –  
 Scott Martinez (Army Special Forces);  
 Sam Cheyne (Army Airborne - Ft. Bragg, Fayetteville, NC);  
 2nd Lieutenant Chad Schiller (Quantico, Dumfries, VA);  
 Ben Cheyne (USMC, Camp Lejeune, Jacksonville, NC);  
 Kevin VanDerhoof (Fire fighter-Brighton);  
 Emma Cheyne (Fire fighting in Montana) 
 
Praying for Missions –  

- Praying for Joe and Becky Harrell for God’s wisdom to when it will be safe and advisable for 
  them to return to their mission field 

- New Life Rescue Mission - Detroit 
 
Praying for the Persecuted Church – BURKINA FASO – After militants killed Naomi Zore’s husband, Eli, as part of 
attacks on Christians in Arbinda. Naomi was forced to move to the city of Kaya with her 9 children. A church there 
is housing the large family, along with many other Christians displaced by the attacks. Naomi shares how the 
believers gathered to ask God to remember them and send them help. Pray that Naomi and others like her will 
experience God’s comfort, peace, and provision. 


