
 

 

ABOUT Christ Church of Livingston County 
 
We are a Christian church, evangelical in faith, seeking to make disciples of Jesus 
 The Bible is the inerrant Word of God, revealing our creation, fall, & redemption 
 Our preaching explains every word of Scripture and applies it to our lives 
 The ancient Church best summarized our faith in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds 
 
We are a Reformed church, covenantal in theology and practice 
 We read the Bible as the Reformers did (Heidelberg, Westminster) 
 We include our children in baptism and weekly communion 
 
We are a family-affirming church, reinforcing Biblical family authority 
 We affirm Biblical roles of manhood and womanhood 
 We worship together as families, without a children’s program during worship 
 We encourage little ones to attend worship 
 
We are a liturgical church, with a traditional style of worship 
 We confess our sins to God; we sing hymns and Psalms from a hymnbook 
 We worship God reverently but also joyfully 
 
 
Website: www.christkirkmi.com 
Member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches – www.crechurches.org 

For more information contact Pastor Hemmeke (517) 648 4828 

 

April 2, 2021 A.D.  

Good Friday 

 

Quiet Reflection 
“Tenebrae,” impresses upon the minds and hearts of believers the awful 
consequences of sin and the magnitude of the Savior’s sacrifice, the word means. . 
.“darkness!” It comes from the ceremony carried out in this service of shutting out 
the light. This reminds us of the events that led to the darkness which covered the 
earth when Jesus hung on the cross (Matt. 27:45).  The candle represents Christ.  
Though His earthly life was snuffed out for a time, it is relit, symbolizing that even in 
the midst of death and darkness, the forces of hell shall not prevail against the light 
of Christ, and that he will be raised again on the third day!  We are solemn this 
evening but not mournful, we have the joy of the Lord but we are not celebrative! 
We sing with joyful hearts, but with subdued and quiet voices! 

 

Prelude 

 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 People:  Amen. 

 

Salutation  Hebrews 1:1-4; Philippians 1:2 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by 
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being 
the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all 
things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better 
than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they. 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  AMEN. 



Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 

 
Pastor:  Let us pray. Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom 
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of 
sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
 People: Amen. 

 

 Opening Hymn   “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”_______________263 

 

†  1. ”The Jewish Trial”      Daniel Miller 

 “Jesus Before the Jewish Council”  Matt. 26:36-68 
“Peter’s Denial”  Matt. 26:69-75 
“Second Meeting of the Council”  Luke 22:66-71 

  Hymn   “Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended”_________________255 

 

†  2. Old Testament Responsive Reading   Isaiah 53:3-7  

 Reader: He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief;  
 People: and as one from whom men hide their faces he was 
 despised, and we esteemed him not.  
Reader: Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;  
 People: yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and 
 afflicted.  
Reader: But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for 
our iniquities;  
 People: upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and 
 with his stripes we are healed.  
Reader: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to 
his own way;  
 People: and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
Reader: He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth;  
 People: like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent,  
Reader: so he opened not his mouth. 

 

 Psalm 22   “Be Not Far Off”______________________________________31 

 

 

† 3. “The Roman Trial”     Steven Waldron 
 “Jesus Before Pilate”  John 18:28-38 
   “Jesus Before Herod”  Luke 23:5-12 
    “Jesus Before Pilate Again” Luke 23:13-16 
     “Barrabas”  Matt. 27:15-26a 
      “Behold the Man!” John 19:1-16 

 Hymn   “What Wondrous Love is This”___________________________335 

 

† 4. “The Crucifixion”  Mark 15:21-28    Bill Landis 

 “Words from the Cross”  John 19:25-27; Luke 23:39-43; Matt. 27:45-46;  

   Luke 23:44-46a; Jn 19: 28-30 

 Hymn “When I Survey”________________________________________267 

  

† 5.  “Events Surrounding Jesus’ Death”  Matt. 27:51-54; John 19:31-37 
         Joe Chaney 

 Hymn “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”__________________________265 

 

Meditation  Romans 3:23-26    Pastor Steve 

 

†Prayer of Committal 
Father, though now we watch and wait in darkness at the closed entrance of a 
tomb, we bring you praise for the death that conquers death and becomes the 
only path to life. 
Forgive us when we forget that death is not the final word; 
Forgive us when we fail to trust the resilience of your life; 
Forgive us when we lose heart, and stop waiting for resurrection. 
Remind us of your sacrifice, your love and your power 
And renew us in faith, we pray.  

  All:  Amen. 

 

† 6.  “Jesus is Buried”  - Strepitus -  Matt. 27:57-60 

 A book is loudly closed symbolizing the sealing of Jesus’ tomb. 
  Moment of silence as the sanctuary remains in darkness. 
 We are dismissed after the Paschal candle is relit and moves to the back.



 
 

Postlude 
† The congregation stands 


