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Contextual Background for the Book of Ephesians: 

(The Study of Redemption Key Text: Ephesians Chapter 1: 5 thru 11) 

 

The Apostle Paul is the writer to the Ephesians— but clearly it was not 

only for them because this letter has proving to be a letter that went far 

beyond the Ephesians church… 

 Undoubtedly it was circulated among all the churches particularly 

those in the province of Asia Minor and even far more reaching 

because here we are studying from it tonight…   

Paul’s primary focus in his writing of Ephesians is to define— or to 

express to the believing community that the church is the body of Christ.  

Paul’s desire is for them to know: 

 That the church is Christ incarnate in the world!  

 That the church is indwelt by the living Lord Himself!  

 That the church is not an organization— but rather an organism!  

 That true believers are Jesus representative in the world!  

 Perhaps one way to title the book of Ephesians (at least in its broadest 

since) would be: “THE THEOLOGY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST…”  

 

Paul wants all the believing community to know that we are not just a flock 

with a Shepherd— or just branches clinging to a vine! But metaphorically 

we are also a body with a head who is Christ Jesus…   
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Contextual Background for the Book of Ephesians: 

(The Study of Redemption Key Text: Ephesians Chapter 1: 5 thru 11) 

 

Paul is overwhelmed and thrilled with all of the features and mystery of 

the body. Paul begins the Book of Ephesians with the amazing truth that 

the body (the Church) was planned by God before the foundation of the 

world.  

He makes that abundantly clear starting at verse 4: 

 “4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love  

 

Now verse 5: 

 “5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 

Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of 

the glory of His grace…” 

 

SO THE WHOLE DESIGN OF THE BODY (THE CHURCH) WAS PREDICATED ON 

GOD'S ELECTION!  Again the text says: 

 “He chose us in Him; He predestinated us…” AND ALL OF THIS 

WAS IN THE MIND OF GOD BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD…  
 

Now if we were to continue through verse 14 we would note that the now 

plan; or the present aspect of God’s eternal plan for the body of Christ is 

redemption and inheritance...  

 

In essence Paul declares for us in verse 3 thru 14 that God takes His elective 

purpose; and He works it all out in history through redemption; in order that we 

(true believers that is) might inherit all things…  
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Reading the Scripture 

 (The Study of Redemption Key Text: Ephesians Chapter 1: 5 thru 11) 

 

Ephesians 1: 5 thru 11 

 “5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ 

to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6. to the 

praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us 

in the Beloved.  

 7 In Him we have redemption (there's the key) "through His 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

riches of His grace 8 which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and 

insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, 

according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him  

 10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of 

the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things 

in the heavens and things on the earth… In Him 11 also we have 

obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 

His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will…”   

 

So from the general reading of our text we can see that it declares a very 

fantastic statement of the significance of redemption— and that is:   

 

 “If God is to bring His elect people into the inheritance that He has 

for them; and into the future that He has for them! Then He (God that 

is) must redeem them…” 
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Defining the Term Redemption 

(The Study of Redemption Key Text: Ephesians Chapter 1: 5 thru 11) 

 

A theological definition:  

“Redemption is an act of God by which He Himself pays as a ransom the 

price for sin which has outraged His holiness…”   

 

SO IN A NUTSHELL A THEOLOGICAL DEFINITION FOR REDEMPTION 

IS: “DELIVERANCE BY THE PAYMENT OF A PRICE…”  

 

There are two words in the New Testament Greek language for the word 

redemption…  

The first word is AGO-RA-ZO. Sometimes we see it written in the New 

Testament Scriptures as EX-AGO-RA-ZO.  

 

 AGO-RA-ZO simply means marketplace; EX-AGO-RA-ZO means to: 

“Buy out of the marketplace; to purchase something; to buy 

something to making it yours…”  

 

Then second word and perhaps a stronger word (it’s actually the word 

used here in our text) and it’s the word LU-TRa-OO which we translate 

Redeem or Redemption.  

 

 Both words carry the meaning of: “a releasing effected by payment of 

ransom; or to liberate or free somebody from bondage by paying a 

price… ”   

Defining the Term Redemption 
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(The Study of Redemption Key Text: Ephesians Chapter 1: 5 thru 11) 

 

LU-TRa-OO carries with it the meaning of: Purchasing someone out of 

bondage in order that you might set them free!  

 

This is the very essences of verse 7… 

 "In Him we have redemption…” Literally Greek Text: "In whom we 

have APO-LU-TRO-SIS… "  

o That is: “A release effected by payment of ransom! Redemption, 

deliverance... A purchase which sets us free!”  

 

So from a theological prospective redemption is: “the deliverance from 

bondage by a payment of a price!” 

 

Beloved we know that everybody that comes into the world is a captive! 

The bible says man is born enslaved and not free!  

And to whom are they enslaved too; who is the captor; who is the captor 

of every man! Well: 

 John 8 and 34 says: "Men are slaves to sin..." Romans 6:17 says, 

"Men are servants to sin..." Romans 7 and 14 says; "Sold under 

sin..." Romans 8:21 says "In bondage to corruption.."  

 

WHO THEN OR WHAT IS THE CAPTOR OF MEN! IT’S SIN!   

Lecture: And listen to me sin demands a price to be paid to release its 

victim! And what is that price! Beloved the price; or the wage of sin is 

(what) yes its death!  

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%208.34
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Romans%206.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Romans%207.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Romans%208.21
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Defining the Term Redemption 

(The Study of Redemption Key Text: Ephesians Chapter 1: 5 thru 11) 

 

So clearly the wages or the price of sin is death! But Jesus redeemed us! 

He paid the price of sin to free the slave to set him free!   

 

Beloved that's the whole point of redemption! That’s exactly what Christ 

did! He paid the price to set us free! 

 In Galatians chapter 5 and verse I it says; "For freedom Christ has 

set us free. Therefore stand fast and be not entangled again 

with the yoke of bondage…"  

 

 Galatians 1, 3 and 4 Paul says: “Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself 

for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil 

age, according to the will of our God and Father…” 

 

o CHRIST HAS RESCUED US FROM EVIL; HE HAS FREED US FROM THE 

YOKE OF BONDAGE…  

 Again in terms of rescue Colossians 1:13 says, “For He rescued us 

from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom 

of His beloved Son…”  

 

 And Romans chapter 6, essentially states the very same thought is 

in verse 18, it says; “and having been freed from sin, you became 

slaves of righteousness…”  
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Comparing the Term Redemption to other Biblical terms 

(The Study of Redemption Key Text: Ephesians Chapter 1: 5 thru 11) 

 

The first word is: DIC-KAI-O-SIS and it is a noun form that means 

acquittal or exonerated in a judicial court if you will; it’s when a person has 

been acquitted— released or discharged of a crime…  

 We translate this word DIC-KAI-O-SIS in the bible as justification; 

sometimes we see it has as righteousness but mostly its justification.  

 

DIC-KAI-O-SIS meaning a person has been acquitted in the judicial since; 

or justified; being freed of guilt and declare to be right in the biblical since.  

 

The second word is A-PHE-SIS (a-fay-sis) and this word means to cancel 

a debt… Again from a legal point of view a judgment is render stating that 

stating that a person debt has been canceled.  

And listen it’s been canceled because an expected retribution has been 

made! The price of the debt has been paid nothing else is owed the debt 

is completely cancelled.  

 Now we translate this word A-PHE-SIS (a-fay-sis) in the bible as: 

Forgiveness! Released or pardon of our sin! We are so forgiven of our 

sins it as if we have never committed them at all..  

 

The third word is: HUIOTHESIA (Wee-atho-see-ah) and in the Legal 

vernacular it simple means adoption. It’s a family going into a legal court 

to adopt a child. Now the Bible really uses this word to speak of sonship; 

or becoming a son of God…   
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The fourth word is: KATALLASSO (Kata-la-so) this is the legal meaning 

reconciliation! Again picture a court were people go into a courtroom for a 

divorce and yet come out reconciled instead!  

 Now believe the same kind of reconciliation that we have in a 

courtroom is the same kind of reconciliation that is declared or 

translated in the Bible.  

Paul says in Romans 5 and 10:  

 “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 

saved by his life…”  

o Same concept beloved it’s speaks of being reconciled to God. 

The fifth and final word is one that we already mentioned: 

APOLUTROSIS, (aPO-LO-TRO-SIS) it to is a legal term— and again it 

means to redeem, to purchase to set free, and again it’s also properly 

translated redemption... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


