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The word “holiness” is simple and yet complex. But regardless of its profound meaning 

as believers in Christ Jesus, we must understand the weighty of its biblical meaning.  
 

 God requires that we know of “holiness” because it occurs nine hundred times 

in the Bible.  
 

 There is one entire book (Leviticus) which is devoted to the subject of this word 

“holiness”.  

 

“Holiness” is that word that describes the uniqueness of God and the “calling” of all His 

children, yet it is largely ignored by His children!   

 

From this awesome word “holy” other words emerge that are pertaining to our Christ 

faith.  Obtained from its root meaning are words like  

 Saint 

 Sanctify 

 Sanctification  

Beloved with so much deriving from the meaning of “holy” and it’s oft use in the Bible, 

certainly we need to understand the fullness – the weightiness of it meaning!  

 

So the exegetical questions shall be:  

 What does holy, holiness mean?  

 What is the scriptural call to holiness?  

 How must holiness be practiced?  

 Why does the church so desperately need holiness in our day?  
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WHAT DOES HOLY, HOLINESS MEAN? 

From the outset, to understand the true biblical meaning of holiness, we must rid 

ourselves of the mistaken beliefs, or misconceptions of what holy and holiness means.  

 

 There some who see the word holy as archaic; they envision it as “outdated or 

backwardness.”  

 

 There are others who say holiness is simply moralistic legalism; that is to say 

holiness demands a lengthy list of prohibitions.  They to believe that this list of 

prohibitions (or do’s and don’ts) differs from group to group or even person to person.   

 

 There are others who associated “holiness” with a repugnant, or distasteful 

“holier than thou” attitude! They view holiness as a tool that makes them 

haughty or superiority to others.  

 

 There are some who incorrectly spell “holiness” P-E-R-F-E-C-T-I-O-N… 

Perfection! …meaning they view holiness as a discouraging doctrine that 

addresses nothing but sin and demands radical perfection! 

 

This list of misconceptions, or mistaken beliefs as it pertains to holy and/or holiness 

were fragments, or bits of truth in certain aspects of these conceptions, but all of these 

ideas miss the true concept of holiness!   
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According to its original word usage, “holiness” in all of its forms – when we applied it 

to any person, to any place, to any occasion, or to any object, “holiness” then would 

simply imply that of being set apart from common secular use, for the purpose of being 

devoted to God!  

 

So, in the simplest of terms, “holiness” means to be set apart.  But perhaps the 

question that brings with it complexity to the meaning of holiness is: “What does set 

apart mean?” Well, it means two things! One thing in the negative sense and one thing 

in the positive sense. 

 

 In the negative sense of set apart, “holiness” calls us to separate from sin!  

 

 In the positive sense of set apart, “holiness” calls us to consecrate to God!  

 

Two distinct concepts! Separation from sin! And consecration (or separation) to God! 

They are both comprised or contained within the meaning of holiness! It is the 

combining of these two concepts that make “holiness” very comprehensive! To 

understand holiness in this manner means that it covers all of life! “Everything” the 

Apostle Paul tells us is to be sanctified! Paul declares this in  

 

1 Timothy chapter 4 verse 4 then 5: 

“For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received 

with gratitude; 5 for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.” 
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So beloved this “set apartness” – this “call to holiness” is an absolute exclusive call! 

God never calls us to give Him a piece of our hearts! The call to holiness is a call for our 

whole heart!  

 

Proverbs 23:26 

“Give me your heart, my son, and let your eyes delight in my ways.” 

 

So Yes! The call to holiness is holistic! Beloved that means our whole life is involved! 

All of our soul, and all of our body! Both of them soul and body – for time now and for 

time eternal! Every sphere of life in which we are called to move in is a call to holiness!  

In privacy with God, we are called to holiness…in Sunday worship, we are called to holiness…  

 

BUT IT DOES STOP THERE! 

 

For even in the confidentiality of our homes, we are is called to holiness! In the 

competition of occupational work, we are still called to holiness! In the pleasures of 

social friendship and relationship, we are still called to holiness!  

 

The “call to holiness” is a seven-day-per-week, 365-day-per-year call and it is radically 

comprehensive as such!  
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Holiness is never spelled out in Scripture as a pharisaical concept with an endless list 

of do's and don'ts combined with a self-righteous attitude! Rather, holiness is a whole-

life commitment to be set apart to the Lordship of Jesus Christ! Holiness is not a list, 

but a lifestyle! Holiness means to live Godward! Holiness is religion par excellence!  

 

It is relationship with God— a covenant relationship to be sure! One that is worked out 

by grace in faith and practice throughout every sphere of life!  

 

In the Old Testament, holiness is spoken of primarily in relation to God. The palmist 

says (Psalms 99:9)  

 “Exalt the LORD our God and worship at His holy hill, for holy is the LORD our God.”          

 

“Holiness” is the very nature of God! It’s the foundation of His being! Isaiah the Prophet 

spoke of God as thrice holy (Isaiah 6:3)  

 “And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the LORD of hosts, 

The whole earth is full of His glory.” 
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“Holiness” is God's permanent crown! It is the “shining of all His perfections,” as the 

Puritans used to say! Holiness is the backdrop for all else the Bible declares about God!  

 It is the Old Testament concept of divine holiness that presents God’s 

“separateness” from all of His creation!  
 

 The most common Hebrew word for holy is qadosh (ֺׁשוָדק) [Strong’s Hebrew 

6918] and its most fundamental meaning is “To be separate or apart.” 
 

  God is above and beyond all His creation—there is nothing is like Him!  

 

Isaiah 40:18 

“To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare with Him?” 

 

And the answer to that question is no one, or nothing! Nor no one with anything! For 

God is the Creator of all persons and all things…  

 

Deuteronomy 4:35, 39 

35 “To you it was shown that you might know that the LORD, He is God; there is no 

other besides Him.” 

39 “Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the LORD, He is God in heaven 

above and on the earth below; there is no other.  

 

I Kings 8:60 

“so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God; there is no one else.” 
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Not only does the Old Testament concept of divine holiness present Him as 

“separateness” or “uniqueness” from all His creation; but it also presents Him (God that 

is) as “apartness” – that is simply to say that God is completely apart from all that is 

unclean or evil.  

 

• God is moral perfection! His holiness is total righteousness and purity; His eyes are 

too pure to condone evil!   
 

Isaiah 5:16  

But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment, and the holy God will show 

Himself holy in righteousness. 
 

Habakkuk 1:13a 

“Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look on wickedness with 

favor…” 
  

Now certainly this brings us to the Old Testament concept of God’s divine holiness that 

declares that due to the very fact that God is “set apart” by His nature and apart from all 

sin, He (God that is) is unapproachable by sinners apart from holy sacrifice.  
 

Leviticus 17:11 

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make 

atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes 

atonement.” 
 

Leviticus then forces us to reach for New Testament Scripture for there in  
 

Hebrews 9:22 

“And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, 

and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” 
 

Romans 6:23a 

“For the wages of sin is death...”  
 

It is for that reason Christ was to come (Old Testament) and that He came (New 

Testament)… He was to be and is that sacrifice!  
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Hosea 11:9b  

“…For I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst…” 

 

A Holy God in the midst of sinful people! This seems to be a contradiction of all we said 

previously! But this apparent contradiction is explainable only through Jesus Christ! 

Remember, it is always God who appointed sacrifice!  And “Holy” God sees only a perfect 

Christ when He looks upon His own! Christ is our prefect and holy sacrifice! He is our 

blood offering!  

 

We are only made righteous before God only by having a true faith in what Christ Jesus 

has done for us; and that is He gave holy perfection over for that which was sinfully 

fouled. 
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Our New Testament faith! Our Lord brings us into a New Testament faith that teaches 

and develops “holiness” now with a greater emphasis on the themes of holy Trinity and 

holy saints!  

 

•   As a matter of fact the Holy Spirit dominates New Testament usage of “Holy” for 

it’s used in reference to the Holy Spirit at least 91 times…   

 

• And in terms of saints, the New Testament highlights three themes.  

 

First it clarifies the moral dimension of holiness – unlike the Old Testament that stressed 

upon the moral outward ritual of holiness; the New Testament now focuses on the inward 

ritual of holiness.  

 

Now what is basic to this is our witness of Jesus Himself, Him who as the Son of man lived 

out a life of complete holiness…the New Testament declares that Our Lord committed 

no one sin…   

 

1 Peter 2:21-22 

“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving 

you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT 

FOUND IN HIS MOUTH…” 

 

Hebrews 7:26-28 

“For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated 

from sinners and exalted above the heavens; 27 who does not need daily, like those 

high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the 

people, because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.  28 For the Law 

appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after 

the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever…” 
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Christ committed no sin… Not even the smallest white lie! And as we’ve already stated; 

as a result of His prefect redemptive work; believers in Him are declared righteous and 

we enter into holiness!  

 

Hebrews 10:10   

“We are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all…”  

 

Secondly, the New Testament emphasizes the normativity of holiness among believers. 

That is simply to say that our being Holy is our normal state;  it is the typical way we 

behave!  “Holiness” belongs to all true followers of Christ!  

 

• A common term for all believers is “holy ones” hagios (ἅγιος) [Strong’s Greek 40] -- 

sacred, holy and its usually translated “saints.”  

 

• Saints, therefore, does not refer to persons on preeminence; or overwhelming 

success in holiness, but rather to the typical believer who is holy in Christ! The Apostle 

Paul helps with this in  

  I Corinthians 1:30.  

“But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.  31 So that, just as it is written, “LET 

HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”  

 

 “Holiness” is an internal reality for all who are united with Christ! Even though a child of 

God feels unholy from time to time, perhaps so much so that they dare not call 

themselves a “saint,” know that God doesn’t see it that way!  

 

God views all His elect as holy and saintly; in and through the perfect, active and passive 

obedience of His well-beloved Son! For Christ's sake, our state is holy before God and our 

condition is made holy by the indwelling Spirit.  
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Now thirdly the New Testament envisions “holiness” as transforming the total person… 

The Apostle Paul closed his first letter to the church of the Thessalonians with these 

words:  

1 Thessalonians 5: 23-24 

 “Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 

and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

24 Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


