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Grace Amid Trials 

God has always used suffering to perfect and purify His people and to demonstrate the 

sufficiency of His grace. It’s only when we don’t trust in His sovereignty or don’t understand 

His purposes, that we are apt to experience worry, fear, and anxiety when things go wrong. 

But suffering brings enormous benefits:  
 

Suffering Verifies Our Faith:  (1 Peter 1: 3-7) 

Peter used the analogy of a goldsmith to illustrate this benefit of suffering. 

           1 Peter 1:3-5 

3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 

mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 

undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,          5 who are protected 

by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 

time...” 

 

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has 

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  
 

In verse 3 Peter wants believers (us) to know that: 

 That God is the source of this salvation! That it is by God’s abundant mercy that we have 

been born anew – to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead! 

 Remember as sinners, we had no hope beyond the grave!  There was nothing ahead 

for us but the certainty of judgment and fiery indignation!  
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In the redemptive work of Christ—  

 God found a righteous basis upon which He can save us the ungodly sinners and still 

stay just to Himself! Christ has paid the penalty of our sins and full satisfaction has been made!  

 

 The claims of justice have been met, and now mercy can flow out to those who obey 

the gospel! 

 

1 Peter 1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved 

in heaven for you,            
 

Then here in Verses 4, Peter describes this future aspect of salvation! Because we are born 

again in Christ, we now have the certain hope of an inheritance in an eternal heaven!   

Peter reminds us here that our inheritance is: 

 Incorruptible — that means it is death proof! It cannot corrode, crack, or decay! 

Our inheritance is also: 

 Undefiled — meaning that it is in perfect condition! There is no tarnish or stain upon it 

and it cannot be dim in its purity— it literally is sin-proof! 

Then finally Peter says here that our inheritance:  

 Does not fade away — meaning that it can never suffer variations in value, glory, or 

beauty—it’s time-proof! 

 

o OUR DIVINE INHERITANCE IS NOT SUBJECT TO ANY OF THE CHANGES OF TIME! THERE ARE NO 

LOOPHOLES IN THE BELIEVER’S TITLE TO IT! IT IS KEPT IN THE SAFETY-VAULT OF HEAVEN FOR THE 

CHILD OF GOD.  
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1 Peter 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. 
 

Here in verse 5 Peter tells us:  

 That not only is our inheritance guarded and safe in heaven— but also that we too as 

Christians are also kept; guarded; protected so that we are assured to obtain our 

inheritance!  
 

o BELOVED— IN THIS LIFE AN HEIR MAY DIE BEFORE AN INHERITANCE IS DIVIDED! BUT THE SAME 

GRACE THAT PRESERVES OUR HEAVENLY INHERITANCE PRESERVES US AS HEIRS TO ENJOY IT!  

  

We are eternally secure! We “are kept by the power of God through faith...” No certainly does 

not mean that we are saved as long as we exercise faith!  

 But rather that because our faith is true there will always be continuance; or 

permanence quality to our faith!  
 

 Our faith endures... Guarded; protected by the power of God “for a salvation ready to 

be revealed in the last time...”  

 

Not that our salvation beloved is referred to here in its future tense... Let me point out that 

we can view our salvation in three tenses—Beloved: 

 First— we (have been) saved from the penalty of sin the very moment we first trusted 

by faith in Christ Our Lord and Savior! (Eph. 2:8):  

o “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 

the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 
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Beloved... 

 Second— we (shall be) saved daily from the power of sin as we allow Christ our Lord 

and Savior to live His life through us! (Rom. 5:10): 

o “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of 

His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life...” 

 

 Third— we (will be) saved from the presence of sin at the time of the Rapture! There 

our bodies will be changed and glorified! From then on we will be forever free from sin 

sickness and death!  (Heb. 9:28):  

o “so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a 

second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. 

 
 

 Note also that here in this future of salvation also includes the time when we (all the 

saints) will return to earth with Christ and will be clearly shown to be children of God... 

(1 Jn. 3:2): 

o “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we 

will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see 

Him just as He is...” 

HERE’S THE POINT:  

 GOD’S ELECTION OF HIS PEOPLE CAN NEVER BE FRUSTRATED. THOSE WHO WERE CHOSEN IN ETERNITY PAST 

ARE SAVED IN TIME NOW AND KEPT FOR ETERNITY TO COME. THE BELIEVER IN CHRIST IS ETERNALLY SECURE. 
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Now listen it is because of this; all of this in verses 3, 4 and 5 Peter now say in verse 6:   

 “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 

been distressed by various trials,  

Beloved the Christians that Peter wrote to here were suffering persecution— because of their 

testimony for Christ! And the distress here refers to both a physical and mental anguish... 

And here he reminds them (and also beloved) of one of the delightful paradoxes of 

Christianity! And what is that! Well it is: WE CAN HAVE JOY IN THE MIDST OF SORROW! THAT 

TRAILS NEED NOT DIMINISH OUR HAPPINESS...  

 That is we can find joy in the knowledge that the various trials we have are only for a 

little while whereas the glory we will have— being a redeemed people of Christ Our 

Lord will be forever! (2 Cor. 4:17):  
 

o “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far 

beyond all comparison...” 

Isn’t that fantastic...  

Peters then says in verse 7: 

 “so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even 

though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ...”   
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Listen! Just as a goldsmith uses fire to purify gold by burning away the dross— so God uses 

trials to test and to purify our faith beloved! 

  “Fire” here symbolizes trials... “Gold” here symbolizes our faith! And “proof” beloved 

is the final product of the purifying process! And here the testing proves that the metal 

is pure!  
 

o SO A PROVEN FAITH IS PRECIOUS BECAUSE IT GIVES US THE JOY AND ASSURANCE OF KNOWING THAT 

WE ARE A TRUE GENUINE CHRISTIANS! 
 

So beloved a True faith is indestructible! Yes we may undergo severe tests and trials— but 

instead of trails destroying own faith, they actually become food for our faith to feed on! It’s 

putting fuel on that purifying fire!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


