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THE BASIS OF FELLOWSHIP:  

1 John 1:3 “That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship 

with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we 

write to you that your joy may be full.  5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare 

to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, 

and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 

sin.” (NKJV) 

 

What is the basis of fellowship? Is there really a legitimate basis for fellowship Do we 

fellowship simply because we’re all the same socio-economic status or because we live 

in the same area.  Are we a part of a particular fellowship because we dress the same 

way, think the same way, or vote the same way?  

 

 Do we really have a common ground of fellowship?  Is there real fellowship? 

Well I think there is. Let’s look at 1 John 1 in examining the basis of our 

fellowship. 

 

1 John 1:3 (NKJV) 

“That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have 

fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son 

Jesus Christ.”  
 

Anybody in fellowship with Jesus Christ is also in fellowship with anybody else in 

fellowship with Jesus Christ.  This is our common ground.  

 

 Our common ground is that which is pulsing through the life of every Christian – 

the heartbeat of God.  Our common ground is that we possess a common eternal 

life and are children in the same family. 
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THE POSITION OF PARTNERSHIP – The Term Koinonia:  

The word for “fellowship” in the Greek is koinonia. Koinonia can also be translated 

communion, partnership, or togetherness. The simple meaning of the word is 

“commonness.”  
 

 Another form of the word, koinonos, means “a partner”  

 Koinoneo means “to be a partner, sharer, or a partaker.”  
 

Positionally, we are in the fellowship, therefore, we can experientially enjoy one 

another. 

 

THE GOAL OF THE GOSPEL:  

1 John 1:1-3 (NKJV)  

1 “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word 

of life— 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to 

you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—   3 that which 

we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; 

and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.”  
 

The proclamation of the gospel was not an end in itself, it was declared “that you may 

have fellowship with us... with the Father, and with His Son, Jesus Christ…”    
 

 The goal of the gospel was the creation of a fellowship. The gospel is preached 

because God wants to draw people into His family and into a family with each other.  
 

 Truly our fellowship is with each other, with the Father, and with His Son, Jesus 

Christ. So, the fellowship is a non-experiential fact of partnership. That’s the 

essence of koinonia...  
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Understanding Koinonia (true Christian Koinonia) begs the question: Can a Christian be 

“out of fellowship”?  
 

 If fellowship means partnership, and we came into a partnership with Jesus 

Christ when we were saved--that partnership is for how long? Forever! You can’t 

be out of fellowship.  
 

 To be out of fellowship in the New Testament use of koinonia would be to lose your 

salvation.  So when you say, “(So-and-so is out of fellowship),” that would mean he 

lost his eternal union with Jesus Christ. No Christian is ever out of fellowship!  
 

 How do you describe a Christian who just doesn’t seem to have it?“  
 

1 John 1:4 says, “And these things we write to you that your joy may be full.” 
 

 Instead saying, “So-and-so is out of fellowship,” we should say “So-and-so has 

lost his joy.” Remember what David said in his prayer of penitence? Did he say, 

“Restore unto me Thy salvation? “ No! He said, “Restore unto me the joy of Thy 

salvation“(Ps. 51:12).  

 

You see, the believer doesn’t forfeit the fellowship, because Jesus Christ is a friend who 

sticks closer than a brother (Prov. 18:24).  

 

He also said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee“ (Heb. 13:5). Fellowship is the 

essence of what happens when you are saved.  Joy is the essence of what happens 

when you obey God’s principles.   

 

The basis of fellowship, then, is SALVATION.  
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POINT OF CONTRAST:  

All the way through 1 John, John contrasts the believer with the unbeliever. The first 

contrast in this epistle is between those who are in the fellowship and those who are 

out. 

 1 John 1:5-7 (NKJV)  

5 “This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that 

God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship 

with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we 

walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

 

In verse 5, John reviews the message of the gospel—“God is light, and in Him is no 

darkness at all.”  Having stated the gospel, John recognizes that there are two kinds of 

people within the church: the “if-we-sayers” and the “if we doers.” 

 

THE “IF-WE-SAYERS“ 1 John 1:6 (NKJV) “If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and 

walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” 

 The “if-we-sayers” come along and say, “We have fellowship,” and “We’re in the 

fellowship” – but they walk in darkness. Therefore, they are liars, because God 

is light and anyone walking in the darkness can’t be walking in God. 
 

 Anyone walking in darkness is not a Christian and is not in fellowship with God 

no matter what he or she says. Verse 6 is referring to non-Christians. 
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Can a Christian ever walk in the darkness? 
 

You can do the deeds of the darkness, but you do them in full light.  God sees, you see, 

and the church is to act in discipline.  But all Christians are always walking in the light.  

 

Consider the following:   

1)   Acts 26:18 (NKJV)  “to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, 

and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 

inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’”  

Salvation is turning someone from darkness to light. Therefore, all Christians are 

always walking in the light. 

 

2)   1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 (NKJV) 4 “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this 

Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We 

are not of the night nor of darkness.”  

 

3)   Colossians 1:12-13 (NKJV)  12 “giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the 

power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.” 

 

4)  John 8:12 (NKJV)  “Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. 

He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”” 

 

No Christian at any time is ever in the darkness.  If you’re in the fellowship, you’re in 

the light. Now you may choose to sin in the light, but you’re doing it in full light, with 

full responsibility and full manifestation before God and your own conscience.  
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THE “IF-WE-DOERS “ 1 John 1:7 (NKJV) “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 

all sin.” refers to Christians: those who walk in the light. In the Greek, the verse literally 

reads, “But if we are the ones walking in the light as He is in the light, then we are the 

ones having fellowship...“  

 

 In other words, the fellowship is made up of people who are saved and 

redeemed – people who know God.  We’re the ones who have had the blood of 

Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.  So Salvation is the basis of the 

Christian fellowship?  
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THE NATURE OF FELLOWSHIP  

Acts 2:41 “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand 

souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and 

signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in 

common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.  

46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they 

ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. 

And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” 

 

 The basis of fellowship is salvation; the nature of fellowship – TOGETHERNESS. 

Once a Christian is in the fellowship he or she has some interesting 

responsibilities, and they can all be summed up under the term “togetherness…“  

 

 The early church at Jerusalem illustrates this point.  According to Acts 2:41, 3000 

people were saved and baptized on the first day-- the birth of the church.  

 

 These 3000 people “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship 

and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (v.42). Here we find a beautiful picture 

of togetherness. As soon as the church was born it had fellowship.  
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Looking at this text we will see that this church had two main elements to its 

togetherness, and actually these two elements affirm their salvation…. The first 

element we see is their “Steadfastness” Verse 42 says that these 3,000 new believers 

“continued steadfastly…” Beloved they continued! So the saved, the truly saved will 

continue!   
 

 John 8:31 (NKJV), “Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My 

word, you are My disciples indeed.” Continue steadfastly is a sign of real salvation.  

 

 1 John 2:19 (NKJV), “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had 

been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might 

be made manifest, that none of them were of us.” True believers continue!  

 

The genius of the early church in Jerusalem was that they were all redeemed and they 

all continued… The legitimacy of their salvation gave momentum to the church so that 

the church grew and “people were added daily” (v. 47).  

 

In fact, later on in Acts it says that the religious leaders got so upset with them that 

they said, “saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And 

look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood 

on us!”” (Acts 5:28 NKJV). In other words “You’ve literally taken over the town with your 

teaching!” Well, that’s what they were supposed to do!  
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The early church was together because they were saved and because they were all sharing. 

 

 Acts 2:44-45 exemplify a sharing church, “Now all who believed were together, 

and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and 

divided them among all, as anyone had need.” 

 

 What it is saying is that these people, out of their togetherness, were selling 

possessions to give money to people when they had needs.  

 

 There was a tremendous sensitivity! In fact a man named Barnabas sold a piece 

on land to get the money to meet somebody’s need (“And Joses, who was also 

named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a 

Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money 

and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” Acts 4:36-37 NKJV.).  

 

 They had a wonderful, loving, sharing response to each other.  They had all 

things in common. The result? There was a “So continuing daily with one accord 

in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 

gladness and simplicity of heart,” (Acts 2:46 NKJV). The character of the early 

church was that they cared for each other and hungered for fellowship and love.  
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Simply stated, 

 the key to unity in the church is fellowship 

 the key to fellowship in the church is love 

 the key to love in the church is humility.  

 

What is the key to humility?  

Philippians 2:3-4 says, “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in 

lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out 

not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” (NKJV) 

 

Humility is when you see others better than yourself and sacrifice for them. The basis of 

fellowship is salvation. The nature of fellowship is togetherness. 

 

 

 

 


