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CHANGING 
THE WORLD,

STARTING WITH 
OUR 

COMMUNITY, 
ONE HEART AT 

A TIME

THE PASTOR SHARES

Christmas	is	a	reminder	of	how	far	God	is	willing	to	go	to	reach	us	with	His	love.		Two	
thousand years ago God took off his kingly robes, put on a servant’s towel and began to 
wash his disciple’s feet.  “Of all the gods of myth, literature, and religion, this alone is the 
ragged God.” (John Ortberg)  “And this shall be a sign unto you, you will find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:12 KJV) The way God came to 
us in Jesus was a message.  It was a message that said; “I did not come for the elite or 
the Jews, I came for all my children.”

When I think of Christmas, I think of hope. A hope that says, “no matter what I have 
lost; no matter what I have done; no matter how far I have wondered away God is still 
reaching out for me.”   It is still the message the world needs to hear and the message 
we must proclaim today.

I shared a few weeks ago in our morning worship that God’s church must be inclusive.  
The Jewish temple build barriers (courts) intended to keep people in their place.  Jesus 
tore down those barriers with his treatment of women, children and Gentiles.  I men-
tioned that our name “White Chapel” has caused some people of color to ask if they 
were welcome here.  I have been asked that question by people of color on more than 
one occasion.  I heard from a couple of folks that we should not feel the need to be 
politically correct.  I do not feel that need.  I do feel the need to do whatever we can to 
remove any barriers, which we may not perceive but others do.

Someone asked me, “what about our traditions?”  It is interesting how traditions take 
place.  In the case of our church name, this church was originally “First Church of God 
South Daytona” which was on the cornerstone when the new little chapel was dedi-
cated on the corner of Bellwood and Ridgewood July 4, 1941. Rev. L.S. Mowery served 
as pastor of First Church of God until September, 1943. Rev. Jones followed until the 
summer of 1945. In 1946 a new pastor, Ralph Poole from Ohio, was called to serve the 
church.  “Under the new pastor’s direction art paper was put on the windows to re-
semble stained glass, the pulpit and the interior of the little chapel were painted white, 
and the white seat covers were made to cover the brown theater-type seats.  Then Rev. 
Poole named it—The White Chapel Church of God.” (“Now and Then” p. 25, Nora Grace 
Beville)

Interestingly the man who changed the name left less than a year later.   In the Bible 
God is constantly changing names: Abram becomes Abraham, Simon becomes Peter, 
and Saul becomes Paul.  

(continued on the last page) 



weekly 
scheduled events

Sundays
	 8:30	am -	Adult	Bible	Study	
	 9:30	am -	First	Service
	 9:30	am -	Children’s	Sunday	School
	 9:30	am -	Adult		Bible	Study	
										10:45	AM	-	Children’s	Church	
										11:00	am -	2nd	Service
					
Sunday	Evenings
	 	Small	Groups	

Tuesdays
	 10:00	am	-	Intercessory	Prayer
	 11:00	am	-	Prayer	with	Shut-Ins
	
Wednesdays
		 6:00	PM-	Student	Ministry
												7:00	pm	-	Adult	Bible	Study
	 	 	-	Ladies	Bible	Study	
																					 	-	Worship	Choir	Rehearsal
	 	 	-	Children’s	Ministry

Thursdays
	 	6:00	pm	-	Men’s	Basketball
	 	7:00							-	Cub	Scouts	
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White Chapel 
Staff:

Dr. Stephen Birch, Lead Pastor
Brent S. Birch, Assoc. Pastor
Andrew Burch, Student Ministry
Sarah Galbreath, Children’s Ministry
Joe Germain, Worship Leader
Walter R. Gatton, Pastor Emeritus

Mark Tress, WCA Superintendent

On-line giving 
Go to www.whitechapelchurch.com or 
you can download a free mobile App 

1. Web-site go to www.whitechapelchurch.com 
    go to the Give Online page click on the CLICK         
    HERE graphic select the Get Started to set up 
    your information. Once you are set up you will 
    just Log on with your phone number and 
    password. 
2. Mobile App : go to the App Store install the 
   “Securegive Mobile” It’s free and easy to setup. 

We have a tutorial on our web-site if you need help.  Go to the 
Give Online page and select the Secure Give Tutorial on the 

bottom bar  or if you have any questions call the office 
767-5470. 

WCA December Events
Saturday Dec 2-Breakfast	in	Bethlehem
from 8-11am; vendors, breakfast & santa
in the Fellowship Hall. 

Saturday Dec 2 - Christmas in the Park
WCA praise band Port Orange City Center
from 7-9pm. 

Thursday Dec 14 - WCA band Christmas Concert
from 7-9pm in the Sanctuary.

White Chapel  December Events
Saturday Dec 16 - Annual Toy Giveaway 
from 8 till the toys are gone. 

Sunday Dec 17 - All Church Holiday Dinner 
beginning at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday Dec 24 - Church Services 
11am Service and 5pm Christmas Eve Service
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Children’s Ministry

Wednesday Nights 7 - 8 pm
We are looking for Volunteers and Club leaders to 

begin our new sessions. 
contact the church office 386-767-5470 or 

judy@whitechapelchurch.com 

Children’s Sunday School 
9:30 AM

Children’s Church
11:00 AM

Elementary - Preschool 
Where children learn to connect to God

Helping your children fall in love with God’s word

Are you waiting for a sign from God to 
tell you how you can make a di�erence in 

the world? 

YOUR

Become a hildren’s inistry volunteer

Are you waiting for a sign from God to 
tell you how you can make a di�erence in 

the world? 

YOUR

Become a hildren’s inistry volunteer

Did you know?

The probability of someone embracing Jesus as 
their savior between the ages of 5 and 12 is 32%.

The probability of someone embracing Jesus as 
their savior between ages 13 and 18 is 4%.

The probability of someone embracing Jesus as 
their savior who is 19 and older is 6%.

If someone doesn’t accept Jesus when they are a 
child, the chances of them doing so later in life 
are slim.

Statistically, the greatest mission field in our 
church is the Children’s Ministry.

Pray about it today.  If you feel like God is
calling you to serve in this area, we would love 
to hear from you.

Did you know?

The probability of someone embracing Jesus as 
their savior between the ages of 5 and 12 is 32%.

The probability of someone embracing Jesus as 
their savior between ages 13 and 18 is 4%.

The probability of someone embracing Jesus as 
their savior who is 19 and older is 6%.

If someone doesn’t accept Jesus when they are a 
child, the chances of them doing so later in life 
are slim.

Statistically, the greatest mission field in our 
church is the Children’s Ministry.

Pray about it today.  If you feel like God is
calling you to serve in this area, we would love 
to hear from you.

To Volunteer 
 Contact Sarah Galbreath at 

sgalbre@aol.com 
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Ministry Updates    

VOLUNTEER	SPOTLIGHT
This	is	a	new	section	for	our	newsletter	

and	what	a	perfect	group	of	volunteers	to	
begin	with!	

Gator	&	Jenn	Manke	and	Greg	&	Samatha	Rowe
this	fabulous	four	are	always	ready	to	serve!

They	have	been	Youth	Leader	Volunteer	for	many	years	
and	they	stepped	up	when	we	began	our	
Single	Moms	group	to	be	our	monthly	

child	care	providers.	
They	have	served	and	continue	to	serve	on	our	boards	

and	many	of	our	other	ministries...

THANK YOU  

BAPTISM 

We celebrated Baptism in October 

Pastor Brent baptized 4 Youth and 2 ladies. 
Juan Yang is from China and mayum is an 

Exchange Student at WCA. 
Pastor Brent also had the privilege of 

Baptizing his son Wyatt. 
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Ministry Updates  Youth  
OUR STUDENT MINISTRY 

Pastor Andrew and Jessica have had a busy couple 
of months since they arrived at White Chapel. 

The youth has hosted or participated in 3 fundraisers 
for SYC, 4 of our youth were baptized, and they went out 

to worked on clean up after Hurrican Irma. 

Taco Sunday and the Chili Cook off were both 
 successful.  The Chili cook off will be an 

Annual Fall Event.  

COMING UP ON DECEMBER 16th 

Our youth and woman’s ministry 
just hosted another Autumn Vendor Market. 

 We had 15 White Chapel/WCA Vendors and 
our youth had a fundraiser table filled with 
baked goods/concessions for their trip to 

State Youth Convention. 
We are hoping to make this a yearly event and would 
love your continued prayers and support. Thank you to 

all who came out and made this event possible!! 
Our Vendors:  Bluefire Artistic Creations, Cathy’s Watercolor Creations, ItWorks, Jeneva’s Cheesecakes, 
Mary Kay, Origami Owl, Paparazzi Accessories, Perfectly Posh, Rodan & Fields, SeneGence/LipSense, 
Servant Girl, Thimble & Lace, Thirty-One, Tupperware, Young Living
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Ministry Updates    

New Members Class 
If you are interested in this class

call the church office 386-767-5470 or email 
churchoffice@whitechapelchurch.com. SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT 
BIBLE STUDY

We have 2 Adult Classes on Sunday Morning.

8:30 am and 9:30 am 

DECEMBER we will bake Christmas Cookies. 

We will meet at Church on Saturday, December 9th from 
10 until Noon. 

Jenn Keenan will be our Baking Guide.  We will have 
containers for you to put your cookies in.  You can 
keep the cookies for the children or give them as 

Christmas Gifts. 

It will be a FUN DAY!
RSVP facebook or email  judy@whitechapelchurch.com 

We have a Prayer Room in 
our Church 

It is a room dedicated to private prayer time. 
If you are interested in becoming a 

part of this prayer ministry 
contact Ruth Downer
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Ministry Updates Pictures 
Trunk or  Treat is not 

just for kids. 

We gave out 400 bags to 
Community 

Children before we 
ran out of bags. 

LIFE  GROUP SERVICE PROJECT 

Jaren & Sandra Braun’s Life Group 
cleanned up the yard and garden 

areas around the Hiding Place. 
Making it a fun evening for the whole family.

NATIONAL CHURCH OF GOD WOMEN’S CONVENTION 
The National Convention was held here in Daytona Beach. Many of our ladies attended 

and helped with Hosting the event, filling bags, driving to & from the Airport. 
Thank You Jo Ann McGinnis for heading up this Event and taking this picture. 
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Our Mission is to change the world, starting with our community, one heart at a time. 
White Chapel is a congregation affiliated with the Church of God whose general offices are in Anderson, Indiana.  The Church of God emphasizes 

the unity of all believers on the New Testament basis of personal experience in the saving power of Jesus Christ.

1730 S. Ridgewood Ave.
South Daytona, FL 32119

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, and we 

will have an 11 AM service and a special 5 PM 
Christmas Eve service.

 
This will be a great event to invite friends to attend.

ALL CHURCH HOLIDAY DINNER 
Sunday, December 17th 5:30 pm in the

 Fellowship Hall. 
Aunt Catfish will provide turkey, dressing, gravy, 

cranberry sauce, rolls and butter. 

From my first meeting with the Search Committee ten years ago I was told there had been discussion of 
changing the name since there was no longer a little white chapel.  The last two years the staff and elders have 
talked about what is the message we want to send to our community?  We discovered our community is 49% 
single parent homes with low incomes.  

What do we want to say to them?  We decided the message should be the same one God said to us at 
Christmas. There is hope!  The decision was made to change one word in our name: White Chapel 
becomes Hope Chapel.  When I shared this information in second service there was a loud round of 
applause.  Although it is not required by our by-laws we will have a ballot in our worship folders 
December 17th.  One side will be the membership requirements that you must meet to vote.  
The other side you will simply select yes or no to the name change.  

I believe Hope Chapel will offer a powerful message about who we are while still retaining the heritage of the 
little chapel dedicated in 1941.

You are loved
Pastor Steve

Thanks!  On behalf of the church pastoral staff we want to offer our sincere gratitude for the many gifts and 
cards received during Pastor’s appreciation month.  You guys are awesome!

(continued from the first page) 


