
 
 
 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT SLUMC! 
If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ll come back and experience all 
that SLUMC has to offer!  With many different ways for people to get involved, grow 
in faith and serve the world – we know there is a place for you here.  To learn more 
about our church, how to get involved and how to become a member, contact 
Kimberly Reeves, KReeves@StLukesUMCMidland.org. 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Our Nation, Our schools, Our churches, Residents of Manor Park/and other care 
facilities, Bill and Judy Browning, Cathie Graham, Richard Lyles, Geneva Ridgeway, 
Peyton Reeves, Cindi Stewart. 
 
To request prayer, please use the Welcome Card or fill out a request online 
(www.StLukesUMCMidland.org).  First time requests and members in the hospital 
appear in the bulletin. 

 
 
 

 
We are glad you came to celebrate with us today and invite you to return next week.  
On Sundays, we come to church to draw closer to God and leave with a renewed 
commitment to follow Christ every day of the week.  To find out more about who we 
are follow us on Facebook or go to www.StLukesUMCMidland.org.  Pastors are 
available after the service and during the week for more in-depth conversations. 

 

Please Note 
• Children’s worship activity sheets are located in the office foyer. 

• Childcare is available for children under age 5 in rooms 302, 304 and 305. 

• Hearing devices are located at the welcome desk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants in Worship Today: 
Ministers:  All Members and Participants 

Lead Pastor: Tom Long 
Associate Pastor: Blake Durham 

Pastor of Care Ministries: Jan Reed 
Director of Music Ministries: Chris Vaught 

Organist: Gregg Bailey 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, November 29 

8:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School Various classrooms 

10:50 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

5:00 p.m. Advent Walk Church Grounds 

6:00 p.m. SLY Sunday Night Youth Area 

Tuesday, December 1 

6:30 a.m. Donuts and Divinity 208 

9:00 a.m. Quilters Thompson Annex 

9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 

7:30 p.m. Women’s Advent by 
Candlelight Service 

Sanctuary 

Thursday, December 3 

9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 

 
 
We have added another convenient way to give. By 
using a QR reader or camera on your smartphone, 
scanning this code will take you directly to the page 
where you may make your donation. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Growing in Christ … Making a Difference 

3011 W. Kansas, Midland Texas; 432- 694-2571  
www.StLukesUMCMidland.org 

   
 
First Sunday of Advent  November 29, 2020 

 

 

Thank you for joining St. Luke’s United Methodist Church for worship today.   
We are glad you are here!   At St. Luke’s, we are committed  

to helping people be deeply devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   
Together we strive to make a difference in our community and around the world. 

 

* Indicates you are invited to stand. 
 

 

  GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude “ELLACOMBE” arr. J. Wayne Kerr 

 
*Call to Worship  Tom Long 
 It doesn’t matter whether or not you have faith; 
  whether or not you are cynical or despairing, hope-filled or hope-less. 
 What matters to God is simply that you are here. 
 We are entering the time of Advent, in preparation for Christmas. 
 Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again in the most ordinary parts 
  of our world and our lives, then we need to prepare for it. 
 We need to make space in our lives where love might be born. 
 Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. 
 Together, let us practice being ready in the faith that Christ will come. 
   Cheryl Lawrie 

 
*Hymn “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” ELLACOMBE 

 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son! 
 Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 
 He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 
 to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 
 
 He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong; 
 to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 
 to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
 whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight. 
 
 He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; 
 love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth. 
 Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go, 
 and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow. 
  

 To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 
 his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
 The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 
 his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love. 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

CALENDAR 
 

GUESTS 



Lighting of the Advent Candle  Tammy Vaught 

 
 
Prayer after Lighting  All 
 Holy One, 
  we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of untiring hope. 
  Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle –  
   even when our view is obscured by clouds of doubt, 
   ignite the flame of hope within us, 
  that we might glow with its brilliance from the inside out. Amen. 
 
Awareness of Christ/Prayers of the People Jan Reed 
 Worshippers are encouraged to name prayers of gratitude and concern  
 for members of the congregation and for our wider world. 
 After each petition, please respond:  Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 
Pastoral Prayer  Jan Reed 
 
Lord’s Prayer  All 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   
  HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
Children’s Moment  Tammy Vaught 

This, this is where children belong,  
welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.   
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song.   
This is where children belong. 

  “Where Children Belong,” Words by James Ritchie, ©1999, Abingdon Press. 
  Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-716737. 

 
Old Testament Reading Daniel 6:6-26 Robin Hall 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Solo  “We Wait for Thee” Victor Johnson 

  Chris Vaught, baritone 
 
Sermon  Blake Durham 

 
  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*Hymn “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” HELMSLEY 

  hymn printed on last panel 

 
 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  Jan Reed 
  adapted from Isaiah 40:3-5 

 I hear a voice in the wilderness: 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord. 
 Make straight in the desert 
  a highway for our God.” 
 I believe every valley shall be lifted up and every 
  mountain and hill made low; 
 I believe the uneven ground shall become level, 
  and the rough places a plain, 
 I believe the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
  and all flesh shall see it together, 
 For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
   
*Gloria Patri  BRING A TORCH 

 
 
Discipleship Connection 
 
*Sharing Our Gifts  SUSSEX CAROL 

  Please stand as the pastor comes to the center to receive the offering 

 

  SENDING FORTH 
 
*Hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL 
 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
 from our fears and sins release us, set us find our rest in thee. 
 Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
 dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 
 Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, 
 born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
*Dismissal with Blessing  Blake Durham 
 
*Postlude “Episode on ‘HYFRYDOL’” arr. David Paxton 

 
 
 
  “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” HELMSLEY 

 


