
 
 
 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT SLUMC! 
If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ll come back and experience all 
that SLUMC has to offer!  With many different ways for people to get involved, grow 
in faith and serve the world – we know there is a place for you here.  To learn more 
about our church, how to get involved and how to become a member, contact 
Kimberly Reeves, KReeves@StLukesUMCMidland.org. 
 
LENTEN FAST 
On this third Sunday in Lent we remember our focus on the scripture found in 
Matthew 25:35-36 to take care of our neighbor. 
 
 Week 3: I was a stranger and you invited me into your home. 
  
Suggestions for this week are to eat at least one very simple meal and to enjoy water 
as your only beverage for one day. Donations made during Lent will be given to 
Heifer International to help families struggling with hunger. 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Our Nation, Our schools, Our churches, Residents of Manor Park and other care 
facilities, Cathie Graham, Patti Harrell, Phil Lawson, Kyle Martinez, 
Shirley Moreland, Peyton Reeves, Geneva Ridgeway, Kim Stowers,  
Kristin Gerhard-Ueland, Kathy Van Groningen (daughter of Grady Yester) 
 
To request prayer, please contact the church office or fill out a request online 
(www.StLukesUMCMidland.org).  First time requests and members in the hospital 
appear in the bulletin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, March 7 

8:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School Various classrooms 

10:50 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

Tuesday, March 9 

6:30 a.m. Donuts and Divinity 210 

9:00 a.m. Quilters Thompson Annex 

9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 

Wednesday, March 10 

5:00 p.m. Bridge 205 

5:00 p.m. Stitchers 207 

6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 

Thursday, March 11 

9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 

10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 210 

 
We have added another convenient way to give. By using a 
QR reader or camera on your smartphone, scanning this code 
will take you directly to the page where you may make your 
donation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Growing in Christ … Making a Difference 

3011 W. Kansas, Midland Texas; 432- 694-2571  
www.StLukesUMCMidland.org 

   
 
Third Sunday in Lent  March 7, 2021 

 

 
Thank you for joining St. Luke’s United Methodist Church for worship today.   

We are glad you are here!   At St. Luke’s, we are committed  
to helping people be deeply devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   

Together we strive to make a difference in our community and around the world. 
 

* Indicates you are invited to stand. 
 

 
  GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude “CWM RHONDDA” arr. J. Bert Carlson 

 
Call to Worship  Chris Vaught 
 As we continue our Lenten “season of recovery” we focus on health 
  as essential to our spiritual lives. 

 
  “Stained Glass,” words by Joseph Martin and music by Heather Sorenson,  
  ©2013, Hal Leonard Corporation. Used by permission.  CCLI License #11069346 

 
 Those who collect beach glass often become “archeologists,” seeking out 
  any markings or clues as to the story of the original piece. 
 It often takes much time to bring out the truth behind it. 
 This week we acknowledge the power of truth-telling as a healing property. 
 There are stories that have shaped our lives, leaving us without the ability 
  to see who we truly are in the eyes of God and leaving us without the 
  ability to speak the depth of our stories of struggle. 
 We focus on the importance of recovery of mental health, 
  reclaiming our sense of who we are and being able to proclaim 
  new redemptive stories of divine worth. 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

CALENDAR 
 



*Hymn 73 “O Worship the King” LYONS 
 
Awareness of Christ/Prayers of the People Blake Durham 
 Worshippers are encouraged to name prayers of gratitude and concern  
 for members of the congregation and for our wider world. 
 After each petition, please respond:  Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 
Pastoral Prayer  Blake Durham 
 
Lord’s Prayer  All 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   
  HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
Psalter Psalm 27 Chris & Tammy Vaught 

 
  “Psalm 27,” Words and Music by Daniel Richardson and Angel Napieralski,  
 ©2010, Faith Alive Christian Resources. Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-716737. 

 
*Gospel Matthew 9:27-33 Robin Hall (8:30) 
 This is the Gospel of Christ our Lord. Rhonda Becker (10:50) 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
*Gloria Patri 70  MEINEKE 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
Sermon  Tom Long 

 
  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*Affirmation of Faith 880  All 

Discipleship Connection  Shaun & Elizabeth Rainey 
 
Offertory “Come, Thou Fount” arr. Craig Courtney 

  Bruce Peeler, tenor; Chris Vaught, baritone 
 
*Doxology 95  OLD 100TH 

  Please stand as the pastor comes to the center to receive the offering 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
Invitation to Holy Communion  Blake Durham 
 
Prayer of Confession and Pardon 
 Centering and Calming Divine Breath of God, 
 You gifted us with amazing minds, capable of so many things. 
 You gave us the ability to think and feel, imbuing us with 
  discernment of thought and emotion. 
 Like our physical bodies, sometimes this aspect of our selves is beleaguered. 
 We struggle under the strain of disappointment, despair, and delusion. 
 Too often we hide this, afraid of what others might think of our difficulties 
  in managing or moving forward, even in the face of devastating 
  circumstances. 
 Too often we perpetuate the stigma of a less-than-perfect state of mind 
  by shaming ourselves and others. 
 Millennia of misunderstanding compounds our fear. 
 We label and belittle, all the while turning the hatred upon ourselves, 
  for no one is immune from troubles of the mind at some point. 
 So many are suffering now, God, weary and distraught, grieving and 
  at the end of their rope. 
 We cannot fathom the proportions of loss and so we look away, 
  sometimes even from the need in our own community. 
 
 Help us, Healer. 
 Show us our capacity for compassion. Forgive our inattention. 
 Move us to move one step at a time toward greater care for one another. 
 
 Know this: You are accepted. No. Matter. What. 
 Accepting the truth of our difficulties is part of the journey of recovery. 
 Sharing our stories of difficulty can open the way for healing. 
 For you, for me, for all. 
 Take a deep breath in to let this truth fill you… 
  and breathe out with the relief of assurance. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 24  All 
  the musical responses on page 25 will be used 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 

The United Methodist table is open to all who seek to experience God’s 
grace. It is Christ who invites us. Please come to the communion rail by 
the center aisle, kneel or stand to receive the elements. You will be given 
a small piece of bread to eat, then you will be offered a small cup of juice 
to drink. You may remain at the communion rail for personal prayer or 
return to your seat by the side aisle. A gluten-free option for Communion 
is available. Please let the pastor know if you would prefer this option when 
you reach the front to receive. 

 Music during Communion: 
  please sing the following hymns during Communion 
 
Hymn 375 “There Is a Balm in Gilead” BALM IN GILEAD 

Hymn 569 “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations” MESSAGE 

Hymn 277 “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” STORIES OF JESUS 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
  in which you have given yourself to us. 
 Grant that we may go into the world 
  in the strength of your Spirit to give ourselves for others, 
 in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
  SENDING FORTH 
 
*Hymn 428 “For the Healing of the Nations” CWM RHONDDA 
 
*Dismissal with Blessing  Tom Long 
 
*Postlude “CWM RHONDDA” arr. James Mansfield 

 
 
 
 

 
We are glad you came to celebrate with us today and invite you to return next week.  
On Sundays, we come to church to draw closer to God and leave with a renewed 
commitment to follow Christ every day of the week.  To find out more about who we 
are follow us on Facebook or go to www.StLukesUMCMidland.org.  Pastors are 
available after the service and during the week for more in-depth conversations. 

 

Please Note 
• Children’s worship activity sheets are located in the office foyer. 

• Childcare is available for children under age 5 in rooms 302, 304 and 305. 

• Hearing devices are located at the welcome desk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants in Worship Today: 
Ministers:  All Members and Participants 

Lead Pastor: Tom Long 
Associate Pastor: Blake Durham 

Director of Music Ministries:  Chris Vaught 
Organist:  Gregg Bailey 

GUESTS 


