
 
 
 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT SLUMC! 
If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ll come back and experience all 
that SLUMC has to offer!  With many different ways for people to get involved, grow 
in faith and serve the world – we know there is a place for you here.  To learn more 
about our church, how to get involved and how to become a member, contact 
Kimberly Reeves, KReeves@StLukesUMCMidland.org. 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Our Nation, Our schools, Our churches, Residents of Manor Park/and other care 
facilities, Bill and Judy Browning, Cathie Graham, Richard Lyles, Peyton Reeves, 
Gary and Leah Gerhard, Geneva Ridgeway. 
 
To request prayer, please contact the church office or fill out a request online 
(www.StLukesUMCMidland.org).  First time requests and members in the hospital 
appear in the bulletin. 

 
 
 

 
We are glad you came to celebrate with us today and invite you to return next week.  
On Sundays, we come to church to draw closer to God and leave with a renewed 
commitment to follow Christ every day of the week.  To find out more about who we 
are follow us on Facebook or go to www.StLukesUMCMidland.org.  Pastors are 
available after the service and during the week for more in-depth conversations. 

 

Please Note 
• Children’s worship activity sheets are located in the office foyer. 
• Childcare is available for children under age 5 in rooms 302, 304 and 305. 
• Hearing devices are located at the welcome desk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, January 3 

8:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School Various classrooms 
10:50 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

Tuesday, January 5 
6:30 a.m. Donuts and Divinity 210 
9:00 a.m. Quilters Thompson Annex 
9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 

Thursday, January 7 
9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 

 
 
 
We have added another convenient way to give. By using a 
QR reader or camera on your smartphone, scanning this 
code will take you directly to the page where you may 
make your donation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Growing in Christ … Making a Difference 

3011 W. Kansas, Midland Texas; 432- 694-2571  
www.StLukesUMCMidland.org 

   
 
Epiphany of the Lord Sunday  January 3, 2021 

 

 
Thank you for joining St. Luke’s United Methodist Church for worship today.   

We are glad you are here!   At St. Luke’s, we are committed  
to helping people be deeply devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   

Together we strive to make a difference in our community and around the world. 
 

* Indicates you are invited to stand. 
 

 
  GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude “Star Medley” arr. Marilynn Ham 
 
Opening Prayer  Blake Durham 
 Holy and Just God, 
  You have shown us what is right and good. 
  Open us this day to a vision of the world made all-right 
   so that we might follow your ways and know the peace of your reign 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  We praise you for your steadfast presence, 
   holding our lives together in love. 
  Amen. 
 
*Hymn “On This Day Earth Shall Ring” PERSONET HODIE 
 On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing 
 to the Lord, Christ our King, born on earth to save us; 
 him the Father gave us. 
 Id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 His the doom, ours the mirth; when he came down to earth, 
 Bethlehem saw his birth; ox and ass beside him  
 from the cold would hide him. 
 Id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 God’s bright star, o’er his head, Wise Men three to him led; 
 kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him, 
 praise him and adore him. 
 Id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
 On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, 
 praising Christ, heaven’s King, born on earth to save us; 
 peace and love he gave us. 
 Id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o-o-o, id-e-o gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

CALENDAR 
 

GUESTS 



Awareness of Christ/Prayers of the People Blake Durham 
 Worshippers are encouraged to name prayers of gratitude and concern  
 for members of the congregation and for our wider world. 
 After each petition, please respond:  Lord, Hear our prayer. 
 
 Let us pray for the leaders of this world and this church community. 
  God of Justice, hear our prayer. 
 Let us pray for those who live in conflict around the world. 
  Prince of Peace, hear our prayer. 
 Let us pray for all who are experiencing loss of any kind in this pandemic. 
  Comforting Healer, hear our prayer. 
 Let us pray for those who are homeless, hungry and alone. 
  Emmanuel, God-With-Us, hear our prayer. 
 Let us pray for those who live in comfort,  
  for Christ-like hospitality and generosity. 
  Transforming Spirit, hear our prayer. 
 Holy and Living One, 
  for those we have named and the ones whose names we do not know. 
  Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord’s Prayer  All 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
   
  HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1-6 Gary McMillan 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Solo  “Rise Up Shepherd, and Follow” arr. Joan Frey Boytim 
  Bob Altany, baritone 
 
Psalter Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Chris Vaught 
 Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the royal son! 
 May he judge your people with righteousness, 
  and your poor with justice! 
 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness! 
 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
  give deliverance to the needy, 
  and crush the oppressor! 
 May he live while the sun endures, 
  and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
  like showers that water the earth! 
 In his days may righteousness flourish, 
  and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, 
  may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 
 

 May all kings fall down before him, 
  all nations serve him! 
 For he delivers the needy when they call, 
  the poor and those who have no helper. 
 He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
  and saves the lives of the needy. 
 From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 
  and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 
Response “Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands” ST. COLUMBIA 
 Put peace into each other’s hands and like a treasure hold it; 
 Protect it like a candle flame, with tenderness enfold it. 
 
 Put peace into each other’s hands with loving expectation; 
 be gentle in your words and ways, in touch with God’s creation. 
 
Sermon “These Lives Are Precious” Tom Long 
 
  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  All 
 We believe in God, 
  the creator of all things, the giver of life and breath. 
 We believe in Jesus Christ, 
  born Emmanuel, God with us,  
  baptized and revealed the most beloved Son of God; 
  he sought to heal humanity by taking our brokenness upon himself, 
  suffering for us, dying for us and being raised from the dead 
  for our sake and for the sake of all the world. 
  We believe that he will come again. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  continually poured out refreshing our lives,  
  leading us into a new day, 
  ever-birthing the church, the body of Christ in the world. 
  This Spirit is our soul companion and counselor of truth 
  reminding us of the gift of faith, the ever presence of God 
  and the promise of eternal life. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri  GREATOREX 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
St. Luke’s Testimony  Kimberly Reeves 
 
*Sharing Our Gifts  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
  Please stand as the pastor comes to the center to receive the offering 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise God all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Service of Holy Communion  see bulletin insert 
 
 

Prayer after Communion  All 
 Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
  in which you have given yourself to us. 
 Grant that we may go into the world 
  in the strength of your Spirit, 
  to give ourselves for others, 
 in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
  SENDING FORTH 
 
*Hymn “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 
 Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
 go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 
 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, 
 behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 
 
 Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
 go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 
 The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth, 
 rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth. 
 
 Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
 go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 
 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 
 and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 
  
 Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
 go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
*Dismissal with Blessing  Tom Long 
 
*Choral Benediction “Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands” ST. COLUMBIA 
 Give thanks for strong yet tender hands, held out in trust and blessing. 
 Where words fall short, let hands speak out,  
 the heights of love expressing. 
 
*Postlude “He is Born” arr. Donna N. Robertson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Participants in Worship Today: 
Ministers:  All Members and Participants 

Lead Pastor: Tom Long 
Associate Pastor: Blake Durham 

Director of Music Ministries:  Chris Vaught 
Guest Pianist: Vivian Moss 

 
 



  COMMUNION LITURGY FOR EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
 
Invitation to Holy Communion 
 
Prayer of Confession/Pardon 
 We let our hearts grow cold and dark to match the weather, 
  rather than face our transgressions. 
 In the cold, dim winter God’s light is hard to see. 
 We long to hear God’s message to unburden our hearts. 
 God calls us to repentance and offers us the light of Christ. 
 
 (Individual silent prayers of confession) 
 
 God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
  seeding each of us and all creation with the love of Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
  . . . And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
  full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 
  in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
  . . . we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 
  sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim 
  the mystery of faith. 
 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
  . . . Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 
  all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 

The United Methodist table is open to all who seek to experience God’s 
grace. It is Christ who invites us. Please come to the communion rail by 
the center aisle, kneel or stand to receive the elements. You will be given 
a small piece of bread to eat, then you will be offered a small cup of juice 
to drink. You may remain at the communion rail for personal prayer or 
return to your seat by the side aisle. A gluten-free option for Communion 
is available. Please let the pastor know if you would prefer this option when 
you reach the front to receive. 

 
   
 
 
 
  

  please sing the following hymns during Communion: 
 
  “What Child Is This” GREENSLEEVES 
 What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
 Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
 This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him; 
 the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
 
  “Angels from the Realms of Glory” REGENT SQUARE 
 Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
 ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King. 
 
 Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship  

 
 Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King. 
 
 Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear; 
 suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: 
 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King. 
 
  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” IN DULCI JUBILO 
 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: News, news! Jesus Christ is born today! 
 Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 
 
 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news!  
 Jesus Christ was born for this!  
 He hath opened heaven’s door, and ye are blest forevermore.  
 Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this. 
 
 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave: News, news!  
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 
 
 


	Jan 3
	Sunday, January 3

	Communion Liturgy insert

