
  SENDING FORTH 
 
*Hymn “People, Look East” BESANÇON 

 People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
 Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
 
 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there. 
 Give up your strength the seed to nourish,  
 that in course the flow’r may flourish. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 
 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,  
 one more light the bowl shall brim, 
 shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 
 Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 
 Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
 People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 
*Dismissal with Blessing  Tom Long 
 
*Postlude “TRURO” arr. J. Wayne Kerr 

 
 

 
 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT SLUMC! 
If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ll come back and experience all 
that SLUMC has to offer!  With many different ways for people to get involved, grow 
in faith and serve the world – we know there is a place for you here.  To learn more 
about our church, how to get involved and how to become a member, contact 
Kimberly Reeves, KReeves@StLukesUMCMidland.org. 
 

We have added another convenient way to give. By using a 
QR reader or camera on your smartphone, scanning this code 
will take you directly to the page where you may make your 
donation. 
 
 

 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
Our Nation, Our schools, Our churches, Residents of Manor Park/and other care 
facilities, Bill and Judy Browning, Cathie Graham, Richard Lyles, Geneva Ridgeway, 
Peyton Reeves, Cindi Stewart, Craig and Trisha Horton, Denny and Debbie Walker, 
Kristi Culbert, Donita Lea. 
 

The rose on the Communion table is in honor of Caroline Elizabeth Hughes, 
daughter of Kristin and Jeff, and sister to Joseph, Graham, Michael, and Emily. 
 

To request prayer, please contact the church office or fill out a request online 
(www.StLukesUMCMidland.org).  First time requests and members in the hospital 
appear in the bulletin. 

 
 

 
We are glad you came to celebrate with us today and invite you to return next 
week.  On Sundays, we come to church to draw closer to God and leave with a 
renewed commitment to follow Christ every day of the week.  To find out more 
about who we are follow us on Facebook or go to www.StLukesUMCMidland.org.  
Pastors are available after the service and during the week for more in-depth 
conversations. 

 

Please Note 
• Children’s worship activity sheets are located in the office foyer. 

• Childcare is available for children under age 5 in rooms 302, 304 and 305. 

• Hearing devices are located at the welcome desk. 
 

 
 
 
Sunday, December 6 

8:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School Various classrooms 

10:50 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

4:00 p.m. “Miracle of Jesus” Event for 
Families 

Thompson Annex 
Back Yard 

5:00 p.m. Advent Walk Church Grounds 

6:00 p.m. SLY Sunday Night Youth Area 

Tuesday, December 8 

6:30 a.m. Donuts and Divinity 210 

9:00 a.m. Quilters Thompson Annex 

9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 

Wednesday, December 9 

11:00 a.m. Prayer with Pastor Tom Facebook Live 

6:00 p.m. Virtual Advent Study led by 
Tom Long 

Zoom 

Thursday, December 10 

9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 

 
 

 
 

   
 
Second Sunday of Advent  December 6, 2020 

 

 
Thank you for joining St. Luke’s United Methodist Church for worship today.   

We are glad you are here!   At St. Luke’s, we are committed  
to helping people be deeply devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   

Together we strive to make a difference in our community and around the world. 
 

* Indicates you are invited to stand. 
 

 

  GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude “Soon and Very Soon” arr. Jack Schrader/ 

   Gregg Bailey 

 
Invitation to Holy Communion  Blake Durham 
 
Confession and Pardon  All 
 God of tenderness and love, 
  Breathe your grace into our lives. Forgive our wandering ways,  
   and guide us along your paths of peace. 
  When we lose our way, and forget the reason and purpose 
   of this season, carry us back to you. 
  Lead us up to that high mountain of faith and hope, 
   that we might truly proclaim: “Here is our God!” 
  In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 
 “Comfort, O comfort my people,” says our God. 
 You have served your term. Your penalty is paid. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Amen. 
 
*Hymn “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO 

 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold, the King of glory waits; 
 the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 
 
 Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart 
 from earthly use for heav’n’s employ,  
 adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 
 Redeemer, come, with us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide; 
 let us thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in us reveal. 
 
 Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; 
 eternal praise, eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name! 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

CALENDAR 
 

GUESTS 



Lighting of the Advent Candle  Lauren Nutting 

 
 As this season of “sparkle and bright” unfolds around us, 
  the silent prayers of peace lie like stars hidden in a clouded night. 
 May we inspire the world with peace.  
 May we touch it to our lives that in every place of stress, frustration, or fear, 
  we might feel the presence of peace easing our hearts  
  and transforming our lives.  
 And may we share its healing power with our children,   
  that they might become the inspiration through which peace  
  makes its way to a new, yet-dreamt-of world.  
 Those of you worshiping online are invited to light your  
  Advent 2 candle of Peace at this time. 
 May peace light the world this Christmas. 
 
Prayer after Lighting  All 
 Holy One, 
  we thank you for the glimpses we catch of your gift of peace on earth. 
  Even in the midst of fear, of challenge, of struggle –  
   even when we aren’t sure that goodwill among us can be found, 
   ignite the flame of peace within us, 
  that we might glow with its brilliance from the inside out. Amen. 
 

Pastoral Prayer  Jan Reed 
 
Lord’s Prayer  All 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   
  HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
Children’s Moment  Lauren Nutting 

This, this is where children belong,  
welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.   
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song.   
This is where children belong. 

  “Where Children Belong,” Words by James Ritchie, ©1999, Abingdon Press. 
  Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-716737. 

 
Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12-13; 28-29 Dennis Bade (8:30) 
 The Word of the Lord.  Rhonda Becker (10:50) 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Mark 1:1-8 Dennis Bade (8:30) 
 This is the Gospel of Christ our Lord. Rhonda Becker (10:50) 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

*Gloria Patri  BRING A TORCH 

 Glory be to God our Creator, Glory be to Christ the Son. 
 Glory be to the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Alleluia. 
 Praise! Praise! Glory to God forever. Praise! Praise! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
Sermon “Let’s Clear the Road” Tom Long 

 
  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*Affirmation of Faith  Jan Reed 
 We believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth. 
  The one who is full of patience, who is not afraid of silence, 
  who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise. 
  The one who is beyond bluster and flurry,  
   and who does not jostle for attention. 
 We believe in God the Son, Savior of creation, 
  who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed, 
  who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry, 
  who frequently took time alone with his patient Father, 
  who waited for the right time to become the suffering servant, 
  who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 
  whose silence overpowered their words, 
  who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning. 
 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
  who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes, 
   sometimes arriving with obvious power, 
   sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper. 
 We believe in one God who patiently waits for us, 
  and who longs for us to do the same. Dave Hopwood 

 
Discipleship Connection  Tom Long 
 
*Sharing Our Gifts  SUSSEX CAROL 

  Please stand as the pastor comes to the center to receive the offering 

 Now to the great and sacred three, the Father, Son,  
 and Spirit be eternal praise and glory giv’n, 
 through all the worlds where God is known, 
 by all the angels near the throne,  
 and all the saints in earth and heav’n. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving  bulletin insert 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 

The United Methodist table is open to all who seek to experience God’s 
grace. It is Christ who invites us. Please come to the communion rail by 
the center aisle, kneel or stand to receive the elements. You will be given 
a small piece of bread to eat, then you will be offered a small cup of juice 
to drink. You may remain at the communion rail for personal prayer or 
return to your seat by the side aisle. A gluten-free option for Communion 
is available. Please let the pastor know if you would prefer this option 
when you reach the front to receive. 
 

 
 
 
 

Please sing the following hymns during Communion 
 

 “I Come with Joy” DOVE OF PEACE 

 I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved and free, 
 in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me,  
 his life laid down for me. 
 
 I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, 
 the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, 
 in Christ’s communion bread. 
 
 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 
 The love that made us makes us one, and strangers now are friends, 
 and strangers now are friends. 
 
 And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near, 
 is in such friendship better known; we see and praise him here, 
 we see and praise him here. 
 
 Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways,  
 and as his people in the world, we’ll live and speak his praise, 
 we’ll live and speak his praise. 
 
  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” PICARDY 

 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
 ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand, 
 Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 
 
 King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
 Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood; 
 he will give to all the faithful his own self for heav’nly food. 
 
 Rand on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
 as the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, 
 that the pow’rs of hell my vanish as the darkness clears away. 
 
 At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
 veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry: 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High! 
 
  “What Feast of Love” GREENSLEEVES 

 What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? 
 What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given! 
 
 What light of truth is offered here, what covenant from heaven? 
 What hope of everlasting life, what wondrous word is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heaven. 
 Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is given! 
 
 What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven? 
 What stream of everlasting life, what precious blood is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, the sweetest wine of heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given! 
 

Prayer after Communion  bulletin insert 


