
 
 
 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT SLUMC! 
If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ll come back and experience all 
that SLUMC has to offer!  With many different ways for people to get involved, grow 
in faith and serve the world – we know there is a place for you here.  To learn more 
about our church, how to get involved and how to become a member, contact 
Kimberly Reeves, KReeves@StLukesUMCMidland.org. 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Our Nation, Our schools, Our churches, Residents of Manor Park and other care 
facilities, Carol Hall, Patti Harrell, Patricia Lyles, Billie Merriman, Ken Peeler, 
Geneva Ridgeway, Tony and Connie Schreiner, Marilyn Wheeler, Debbie Wilson 
 
In Sympathy:  The Family of Jerry Green 
 
Military:  Matthew Aycock, Shannon Berry, William Berry, Keric Clanahan,  
Jake Doeling, Broden Hafner, Scott Stagner, Aaron Timmermann, Harris Westbrook 
 
To request prayer, please contact the church office or fill out a request online 
(www.StLukesUMCMidland.org).  First time requests and members in the hospital 
appear in the bulletin. 
 

 
 
 

 
We are glad you came to celebrate with us today and invite you to return next 
week.  On Sundays, we come to church to draw closer to God and leave with a 
renewed commitment to follow Christ every day of the week.  To find out more 
about who we are follow us on Facebook or go to www.StLukesUMCMidland.org.  
Pastors are available after the service and during the week for more in-depth 
conversations. 

 

Please Note 
• Children’s worship activity sheets are located in the office foyer. 
• Childcare is available for children under age 5 in rooms 302, 304 and 305. 
• Hearing devices are located at the welcome desk. 
• Hand-knitted shawls can be found on pews along the center aisle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Growing in Christ … Making a Difference 

3011 W. Kansas, Midland Texas; 432- 694-2571  
www.StLukesUMCMidland.org 

 
 
 
Sunday, December 5th 
8:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 
9:40 a.m. Cherub Choir 303 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School Various classrooms 
10:50 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 
4:00 p.m. Chapel Choir DMC 
4:00 p.m. Family Advent Activity Night Thompson Annex 

Backyard 
5:00 p.m. SLY Jr. High Youth Area 
6:45 p.m. SLY Sr. High Youth Area 
Monday, December 6th 
6:30 p.m. Women’s Avent by 

Candlelight 
Sanctuary 

7:00 p.m. Chess Club 210 
Tuesday, December 7th 
6:30 a.m. Donuts and Divinity 210 
9:00 a.m. Quilters Thompson Annex 
9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 
Wednesday, December 8th 
11:00 a.m. Stitchers 207 
5:00 p.m. Bridge 205 
5:30 p.m. Chapel Bells DMC 
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal DMC 
Thursday, December 9th 
9:00 a.m. Little Lights 304, 305, 306, 307 
10:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 210 
2:00 p.m. Caregiver Support Group 202 

 
 
We have added another convenient way to give. By using a 
QR reader or camera on your smartphone, scanning this code 
will take you directly to the page where you may make your 
donation. 
 

 

 

   
 
Second Sunday of Advent  December 5, 2021 

 

 
Thank you for joining St. Luke’s United Methodist Church for worship today.   

We are glad you are here!   At St. Luke’s, we are committed  
to helping people be deeply devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   

Together we strive to make a difference in our community and around the world. 
 

* Indicates you are invited to stand. 
 

 
“The whole life of Christ was a continual Passion…He found Golgotha 
(where he was crucified) even in Bethlehem, where he was born; for to 
his tenderness then the straws were almost as sharp as the thorns 
after; and the manger as uneasy at first as his cross at last. His birth 
and his death were but one continual act, and his Christmas Day and 
his Good Friday are but the evening and morning of one and the same 
day.” 
  Rev. John Donne 1626 

 
  GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
 
Prelude “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” arr. Lucy Ann Warriner 
 
Call to Worship for the Advent Season  Chris Vaught 
 
Lighting the Candle of Peace  The Hughes Family (8:30) 
   The Jackson Family (10:50) 

 
  “Little Drop of Heaven,” Words & Music by Pepper Choplin, ©2019, Lorenz Publishing. 
  Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-716737. 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

CALENDAR 
 

GUESTS 



 Today we offer the Light of Peace to illumine the Door of Welcome. 
 May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in our church. 
 May peace awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater hospitality. 
 There IS room in this inn, a House for the Holy. 
 
*Hymn 213 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” TRURO 
 
Covenant of Baptism 39 (8:30)  All 
  Caroline Elizabeth Hughes 
  daughter of Jeff and Kristin Hughes 
  please sing hymn 217 as a blessing 
 
Awareness of Christ/Prayers of the People Blake Durham 
 Worshippers are encouraged to name prayers of gratitude and concern  
 for members of the congregation and for our wider world. 
 After each petition, please respond:  Lord, Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastoral Prayer  Blake Durham 
 
Lord’s Prayer  All 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
   
  HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1-4 Debbie Peacock 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Hymn 208 “Canticle of Zechariah” Chris Vaught 
 
Epistle Reading Philippians 1:3-11 Debbie Peacock 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Anthem “An Advent Acclamation” Stacey Nordmeyer 
  Chapel Choir (8:30) 
 Look to the light, prepare the way. Turn from night, embrace the day. 
 Let all creation praise with singing; set every bell in heaven ringing. 
 Raise every candle, shine the news; Christ, the Light, is coming soon! 
 
 Look to the dawn, prepare your heart. Waken your song, let worship start. 
 This is a day of celebration; join in the music of jubilation. 
 Raise every candle, shine the news; Christ, the Light, is coming soon! 
 
 Look to the star that gilds the East, golden of heart and burning with peace. 
 See now the torch is rising yonder, lifting our hearts with glorious wonder. 
 Raise every candle, shine the news; Christ, the Light, is coming soon! 
 Raise every candle, shine the news; Christ, the Light, is coming soon! 
 Prepare the way! 
  “An Advent Acclamation,” This arr. by Stacey Nordmeyer, ©2018, Hal Leonard. 
  Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-716737. 
 

  “Long-Expected Dawn” Karen Marrolli 
  Chancel Choir (10:50) 
 When our hearts are troubled and in need of light, 
 and the darkness deepens ‘midst the thickening night, 
 we await your coming as our souls press on toward a long-expected dawn. 
 
 When our hearts are broken and in need of balm, 
 you send your promise, your hope and calm. 
 We await your presence as we travel on toward a long-expected dawn. 
 
 O Light of Hope! Break Forth! Appear and shatter all the darkness here! 
 O let your advent herald clear an end to sorrow and to fear! 
 
 You come from heaven to make straight the way, 
 birthing hope from sorrow, changing night to day. 
 Lord, walk among us as we journey on toward a long-expected dawn. 
  “Long-Expected Dawn,” words & Music by Karen Marrolli, ©2019, MorningStar Music. 
  Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-716737. 
 
Sermon “A Place at the Table” Tom Long 
 
  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  All 
 We believe that God has come to us; 
  that God brought us into being, 
          that this God gave us breath and purpose, 
          that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others, 
          that we have fallen short of this commandment 
          but that God has nevertheless loved us despite our brokenness. 
     We believe that God is coming to us; 
          that God is not happy to leave us alone, 
         that this God will come to us as a particular human being, 
          that God will be made known to us in flesh and bone like ours, 
          that Mary will soon give birth and 
  Joseph will soon clap his hands in joy, 
          that Jesus Christ will be born and our salvation made complete. 
 We believe that God will come to us; 
          that God will have the final word and that Word will be good, 
          that this God will give us the presence of the Spirit  
  to continue our work, 
          that we are called to be disciples to all the corners of the earth, 
          that the day is coming when tears and pain will be no more, 
          and all will gather at the Table to sing an endless and  
  perfect “Alleluia!” 
   Stephen Fearing 
 
*Gloria Patri  BRING A TORCH 
 Glory be to God our Creator. Glory be to Christ the Son. 
 Glory be to the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Alleluia. 
 Praise! Praise! Glory to God forever. 
 Praise! Praise! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
Discipleship Connection  Kimberly Reeves 
 
 

Offertory “A Cradle Carol” Dan Forrest 
  Alison Peeler, alto 
 
*Doxology  SUSSEX CAROL 
  Please stand as the pastor comes to the center to receive the offering 
 Now to the great and sacred three, 
  the Father, Son, and Spirit be eternal praise and glory giv’n, 
  through all the worlds where God is known, 
  by all the angels near the throne, 
  and all the saints in earth and heav’n. 
 
Invitation to Holy Communion  Blake Durham 
 
Prayer of Confession 12  All 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 13  All 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup 

The United Methodist table is open to all who seek to experience God’s 
grace. It is Christ who invites us. Please come to the communion rail by 
the center aisle, kneel or stand to receive the elements. You will be given 
a small piece of bread to eat, then you will be offered a small cup of juice 
to drink. You may remain at the communion rail for personal prayer or 
return to your seat by the side aisle. A gluten-free option for Communion 
is available. Please let the pastor know if you would prefer this option 
when you reach the front to receive. 

 
  please sing the following hymns during Communion: 
Hymn 202 “People Look East BESANÇON 
Hymn 626 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” PICARDY 
Hymn 216 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ES IST EIN ROS 
 
Prayer after Communion  All 
 Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
  in which you have given yourself to us. 
 Grant that we may go into the world 
  in the strength of your Spirit, 
  to give ourselves for others, 
 in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
  SENDING FORTH 
 
*Hymn 218 “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” CAROL 
 
*Dismissal with Blessing  Tom Long 
 
*Postlude “TRURO” arr. J. Wayne Kerr 
 

 
Participants in Worship Today: 

Ministers:  All Members and Participants 
Lead Pastor: Tom Long 

Associate Pastor: Blake Durham 
Director of Music Ministries: Chris Vaught 

Organist: Gregg Bailey 
 


	Sunday, December 5th

