
 
 

 
We are glad you came to celebrate with us today and invite you to return next 
week.  On Sundays, we come to church to draw closer to God and leave with a 
renewed commitment to follow Christ every day of the week.  To find out more 
about who we are follow us on Facebook or go to www.StLukesUMCMidland.org.  
Pastors are available after the service and during the week for more in-depth 
conversations. 

 

Please Note 
• Children’s worship activity sheets are located in the office foyer. 

• Childcare is available for children under age 5 in rooms 302, 304 and 305. 

• Hearing devices are located at the welcome desk. 

• Hand-knitted shawls can be found on pews along the center aisle. 
 

 
 

 
 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT SLUMC! 
If you are looking for a church home, we hope you’ll come back and experience all 
that SLUMC has to offer!  With many different ways for people to get involved, grow 
in faith and serve the world – we know there is a place for you here.  To learn more 
about our church, how to get involved and how to become a member, stop by the 
welcome desk in the church foyer, or contact Kimberly Reeves, 
KReeves@StLukesUMCMidland.org. 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Our Nation, Our schools, Our churches, Residents of Manor Park and other care 
facilities, Judy Daily, Carol Hall, Patti Harrell, Mary Harrison, Charla Long,  
Julie Martin, Kathy Martin, Ken Peeler, Geneva Ridgeway, Ardis Smith,  
Nancy Patterson, Marilyn Wheeler 
 
Military:  Matthew Aycock, Shannon Berry, William Berry, Keric Clanahan,  
Jake Doeling, Broden Hafner, Scott Stagner, Aaron Timmermann,  
Harris Westbrook 
 
To request prayer, please contact the church office or fill out a request online 
(www.StLukesUMCMidland.org).  First time requests and members in the hospital 
appear in the bulletin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday, August 29 

9:45 a.m. Sunday School Various classrooms 

10:50 a.m. Worship Sanctuary 

12:00 p.m. FIRE DRILL and Lemonade 
Stand 

 

4:00 p.m. Manor Park Vespers Via Conference Call 

Monday, August 30 

7:00 p.m. Chess Club 210 

Tuesday, August 31 

9:00 a.m. Quilters Thompson Annex 

Wednesday, September 1 

11:00 a.m. Stitchers 207 

5:00 p.m. Bridge 205 

6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 

 
 

 
  
We have added another convenient way to give. By using 
a QR reader or camera on your smartphone, scanning this 
code will take you directly to the page where you may 
make your donation. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
   
 
  Growing in Christ … Making a Difference 

3011 W. Kansas, Midland Texas; 432- 694-2571  
www.StLukesUMCMidland.org 

   
 
 
 

 
 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  August 29, 2021 

 

 
Thank you for joining St. Luke’s United Methodist Church for worship today.   

We are glad you are here!   At St. Luke’s, we are committed  
to helping people be deeply devoted followers of Jesus Christ.   

Together we strive to make a difference in our community and around the world. 
 

* Indicates you are invited to stand. 
 

 
  GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
Prelude “HYFRYDOL” arr. Gregg Sewell 

 
*Call to Worship  Blake Durham 
 We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 
 We come because we seek to abide in Christ. 
 The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 
 We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive. 
 If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 
 We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 
 We gather for worship now to the glory of the one God: 
  Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. 
 May we grow wildly as God tends us lovingly. Joanna Harader 

 
*Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” HYFRYDOL 

 Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heav’n, to earth come down; 
 fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown! 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation; enter every trembling heart. 
 
 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit into every troubled breast! 
 Let us all in thee inherit; let us find that second rest. 
 Take away our bent to sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 
 
  
 
 

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 

GUESTS 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

CALENDAR 
 



 Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 
 
 Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be. 
 Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee; 
 changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
 
Awareness of Christ/Prayers of the People Blake Durham 
 Worshippers are encouraged to name prayers of gratitude and concern  
 for members of the congregation and for our wider world. 
 After each petition, please respond:  Lord, Hear our prayer. 

 
Pastoral Prayer  Blake Durham 
 
Lord’s Prayer  All 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

   
  HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
Children’s Moment  Jan Reed 

This, this is where children belong,  
welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.   
Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song.   
This is where children belong. 

  “Where Children Belong,” Words by James Ritchie, ©1999, Abingdon Press. 
  Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-716737. 

 
 Psalter Psalm 36:5-9 Chris Vaught 

 
  “How Precious is your unfailing Love,” words & music by David Lee, ©2010. 
  Used by permission.  CCLI License #11069346 

 
*Gospel John 15:1-17 Tammy Vaught 
 This is the Gospel of Christ our Lord. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 

*Gloria Patri 70  MEINEKE 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
Sermon “Returning Home” Tom Long 

 
  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*Hymn 395 “Take Time to Be Holy” HOLINESS 

 
*Affirmation of Faith 881  All 
 
Discipleship Connection 
 
Offertory “GIFT OF LOVE” arr. Barbara Harbach 

 
*Doxology 94  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

  Please stand as the pastor comes to the center to receive the offering 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise God all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
 Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

  SENDING FORTH 
 
*Hymn 408 “The Gift of Love” GIFT OF LOVE 

*Dismissal with Blessing  Tom Long 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants in Worship Today: 
Ministers:  All Members and Participants 

Lead Pastor: Tom Long 
Associate Pastor: Blake Durham 

Director of Music Ministries: Chris Vaught 
Organist: Gregg Bailey 

 

 

NOTES 


