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Ministers:                      
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 Normally in the September Crier I 
focus on everything ramping back up at 
church.  We’re going to have Choir again, 
Bible Study resumes, we have a new Disci-
pleship Class this year, Sunday School 
kicks off on Rally Day (September 12th), 
some of our Ministries will be back to pro-
gram year activities, let’s gear up for the 
Tag Sale and the Holly Fair—that sort of 
thing.  The truth is that plans are in the 
works for all of these wonderful church 
program year opportunities and events and 
many more besides.  Yet if I’m honest, I’m 
not feeling as peppy as I normally do at 
this time of year.  Because everything still 
seems so uncertain.  What I learned in the 
early days of the pandemic (it’s hard to be-
lieve that we’ve all been doing this 
[gestures around broadly] for 18 months by 
now) is that plans should probably be ten-
tative at best.  Plans need to have back-up 
plans.  Pivoting is important.  And it’s best 
to hold onto things lightly right now.  None 
of us can predict how just about anything 
goes these days. 
 

 To that end, there was an article I 
read in The Atlantic by writer Dan Sinker 
called “Parents Are Not Okay.”  The au-
thor shared, “It happened in a flash: It was 
good, then it was bad, then we were right 
back in the same nightmare we’d been liv-
ing in for 18 months.  And suddenly now 
it’s back to school while cases are rising, 
back to school while masks are a battle-
ground, back to school while everyone un-

der 12 is still unvaccinated. Parents are liv-
ing a repeat of the worst year of their 
lives—except this time, no matter what, 
kids are going back.” 
  

 It was an excellent article and I 
commend it to you for what that’s worth.  
Reading Sinker’s reflection made me real-
ize all the more that the normal back to 
church or back to school cheeriness we of-
ten feel may not come to fruition this year.  
And that’s okay.  Because it was good and 
then it was bad and now it feels like we are 
right back to where we were before with 
Covid cases rising in our communities.  
Not to mention that this is all happening 
when we are about to send kids back to 
school and everyone under 12 is not vac-
cinated.  It does feel like a lot.  And it’s 
understandable that many parents are just 
not okay. 

 

So, we do have plans and programs 
in place here at CFC.  We do have ways 
that we will connect to God and to one an-
other as we have been doing during this 
whole pandemic thus far.  And some things 
may need to change.  As always, we ask 
for your patience and for all of us to keep 
extending grace and understanding to one 
another.  May God bless all of you parents 
out there in particular and the children and 
youth who are heading back to school 
soon. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Lauren  

mailto:colchesterfederate@sbcglobal.net


 WORSHIP INFORMATION 

 

 
Worship services are in-

person and livestreamed via 
FACEBOOK LIVE  

9AM Sunday Mornings  
https://www.facebook.com/
colchesterfederatedchurch/  

 

*Masking Required 

SEPTEMBER SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Sept 5  
Scripture: James 2:1-10, 14-17 Reader: John Johnson 

Sept 12  
Scripture: James 3:1-12 Reader: Kurt Frantzen 

Sept 19  
Scripture: James 3:13 –4:3, 7-8 Reader: John Dooley 

Sept 26  
Scripture: James 5:13-20 Reader: Mark Bosse 

NEW REOPENING GUIDANCE 
The Reopening Team and Diaconate continue to monitor public health policy and published disease 
statistics associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.  Based upon the current prevalence of the dis-
ease, we will continue with our modified approach to church operations and facility use.  The 
COVID-19 virus and its variants are not to be taken lightly.   
 

Therefore, the Reopening Team recommends that those attending worship in–person, or other events 
within our church building, wear facemasks while indoors regardless of their vaccination status.  
Masking is urged for everyone’s health and safety and the protection of our entire church family.  We 
also ask that everyone continue to allow distance when seated in the pews.  Congregational singing 
will continue with the Choir restarting in September.  We understand singing while wearing a face-
mask is not easy and appreciate your understanding.  
 

Beginning in October, we will revert to regular Communion service but with some modifications. 
Similarly, congregational fellowship is encouraged, yet our usual coffee hour will remain paused for 
the time being.   
 

Rally Day (September 12th) will be observed differently this year.  The children of our church will 
have their own celebration outside while the rest of the congregation will welcome the Choir back 
and can rejoice in one another’s presence now that the program year has begun.  
 

Sunday School will follow the same model implemented for Vacation Bible School.  Youth will be 
dropped–off at the double doors before worship, and will remain with their classes based on their 
grade.  
 

As a diverse community of believers, Colchester Federated Church welcomes all with grace, love, 
and understanding.  We ask everyone to remain patient as we strive our best to cope with this pan-
demic as individuals and as a community of faith. Just as Jesus is tolerant with our failings, we too 
should extend grace to others in this onerous and disheartening time.  Let us show love to others as 
Jesus shows love to us.  
 

With faith, hope, and love, 
Mark Bosse, Kurt Frantzen, Nicole Hosford, Cheryl Letendre, Kim Lewis, Tom St. Louis, Liza Rin-
guette, and Pastor Lauren 
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For those who are ill or recovering: 

Sheryl Bakaj (Kaytlyn Howard’s Aunt) 

Jason Clarke 

Sadie Dombrowski 

Elizabeth Emory 

Kenneth Felice (Kerry Felice’s Dad) 

Joan Frantzen 

Terry Howard Jr 

Wildred Marvin 

Dot Olson (Barb Bosse’s Mom) 

Mark Perez (Marissa & Kailyn Perez’s Dad) 

Teri Sawchuk 
 

 

For those who are grieving the loss of  a loved one: 

Megan Floyd for the loss of  her brother, Nate Hurle 

 

 

 

Prayers for Hanmok Church, our Korean Partner Church. 

Prayers for all those who are providing care for family members. 

Prayers for all those who are grieving.  

Prayers for all who are in recovery and struggling with sobriety.  

Prayers for all those separated from their families. 

Prayers for our country, its leaders and for peace here and in the world.  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
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 CELEBRATIONS & THANKS 

We are very thankful to so 
many people in our church 

community… 

 
… Thank you to Rich Hosford, Tom St. 
Louis, and Chris Wink for ensuring our 
building was safe for the week of  VBS.  
 
… Thank you to all those who volunteered 
their time the week of  VBS. Special shout 
out to Kurt Frantzen and Kailyn Perez for 
doing an amazing job with the daily skits!   
 
… Thank you to all those who made a 
monetary donation or donated supplies to 
VBS. Special Thank you to Deborah How-
ard for saving Water Day with the purchase 
of  a new garden hose! 
 
… Thank you to John Dooley for organiz-
ing our weekly scripture readers. 
 
… Thank you to Dave Hock and Chris & 
Donna Wink for dealing with the church 
flooding after tropical storm Henri.  
 
We thank those who check on and 
open/close windows and doors… for 
those who bring in paper goods to off-
set our expenses, and for those who do-
nate their time and efforts to maintain 
and repair our buildings and grounds. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

09/05  Shelly Hirsch 
   Oliver DeLeon Nadeau 
09/07  Dolores Sawchuk 
09/13  Samuel Frasier 
09/19  Charlie Ringuette 
09/21  John Barr 
   Renee Misbach 
   Emma Pensa 
09/22  Taylor Wink 
09/23  Beth Tiezzi 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
09/12  Tom & Pat Culhane 
09/17  Mitch & Lori Koziol 
09/18  Doug & Michele Wyatt 
09/21  Tom St. Louis &  
   Christine Miskell 
09/27  Brian & Donna Snell 
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Giving Update 
  July Year to Date 

Total Pledged $11,105 $77,734 

Total Received  $9,002  $73,292 

Difference $2,103 $4,441 

Percent  
Received 

81% 94% 



 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  
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Join us SEPTEMBER 12TH for Rally Day, the 
kickoff to our Sunday School program year!  

Weather permitting, we will meet outside in the 
front of the church! 

 
Please register your child(ren) for Sunday School by 
visiting the church website or by following the link 
below.  
 

https://forms.gle/6pw2mUzAxffkXi5d7 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Sunday School will follow the same model that was im-
plemented for Vacation Bible School (similar to last year’s program). Youth 
will be dropped off at the double doors prior to the start of worship and remain 
with their classes based on their grade.  

 

Blessing of the Backpacks  
Sunday, Sept 12th at 9 AM 



 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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What an amazing week of  VBS at 
CFC! While covid put a damper on 
some of  our traditions, we didn’t let 
that stop us from having FUN! Seeing 
our church building come alive again 
was priceless! I am so grateful for all 
the donations that were made in sup-
port of  this program. Our church 
family never ceases to amaze me! 
 
I also was to give a HUGE THANK 
YOU to all of  the wonderful volun-
teers! This multi-generational group 
of  individuals gave so much of  them-
selves for the week. Folks took vaca-
tion time, rearranged work schedules, 
and our youth volunteers gave up pre-
cious days of  summer vacation. My 
heart is full!  
 
Thank you!  
Nicole 



 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

SAVE THE DATE 
The annual Holly Fair will be held November 13, 2021.  

 
Deborah Howard is looking for volunteers to chair the different 

booths. If  you are interested, please reach out to her at 860-334-0907.  
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                It's Tag Sale time!  
We will be dusting off  the items in Avis's barn and pricing them to sell for 
our Tag Sale on September 24th (3-7pm) and 25th (9-2pm). This is the 
perfect time to sort through your attic, basement and garage to see if  you 
have any items that you'd like to donate to the tag sale. We need a bit of  
help to make this fundraiser a success for CFC. If  you have a truck and can 
help clear out Avis's barn then we need you! If  you can help price and sort 

items then we need you! If  you are able to help sell items on Friday or Saturday then we need you, too! 
No amount of  help is too small.  

If  you are able to help or have any questions, please reach out to  

Avis (avishull@comcast.net), Pat (tvculhane@yahoo.com) or  

Liza (elizabethringuette@gmail.com)  

***Items can be dropped off  at CFC beginning on Sept 19th.  

Please, no items that are worthy of  the trash can. Thank you, CFC! ***  

St. Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen: September 26 
  

The Youth of  our church will be serving meals at St. Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen in Mid-
dletown on September 26. They are expected to serve approximately 160 meals that day. We are in 
need of  certain items to prepare the meals. A list and sign-up can be found here in Pastor Lau-
ren’s Thursday Thoughts. Monetary donations along with Stop and Shop gift cards are always wel-
comed. All items should be dropped off  to the church office by Thursday September 23 and 
clearly labeled “SOUP KITCHEN”. 
 
Please speak with Lynn Goodwin, Nicole Hosford, or Pastor Lauren if  you have any questions.  
Thank you for your help! 

 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4da9ab2ea0f5c52-stvincent 

mailto:avishull@comcast.net
mailto:tvculhane@yahoo.com
mailto:elizabethringuette@gmail.com


 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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 CHURCH CALENDAR  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

1 
  
9:30 AM Staff Meeting 
(O) 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
7:30 PM AA (Lib) 
 

 

2 
  
10 AM AA (Lib) 

3 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 

4 
  
9:30 AM AA (SR) 
  
9:30 AM Al-Anon (JR/
Lib) 
  

5 
  
9 AM Worship Service 
  
  

6 Office Closed 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
7:30 PM AA (Lib) 

 

7 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 

  

8 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
7:00 PM Stewardship 
(Lng) 

  

9 
  
10 AM AA (Lib) 
 
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
(S)  

10 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 

11 
  
9:30 AM AA (SR) 
  
9:30 AM Al-Anon (JR/
Lib) 
  

12 
  
9 AM Worship Service 
 

13 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
7 PM Discipleship (Lng) 
  
7 PM Boy Scouts (G/SR/
JR) 
  
7:30 PM AA (Lib) 
  

14 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
6 PM Historical Society 
(SR) 
  
6 PM Brownies #63313 
(JR) 
  
7 PM Deacons (Lng) 

15 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
6 PM Girl Scouts #63223 
(JR) 
 
6 PM Personnel (O) 
  
7:30 PM AA (Lib) 

16 
  
10 AM AA (Lib) 
 
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
(S)  

17 
  
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 

18 
  
9:30 AM AA (SR) 
  
9:30 AM Al-Anon (JR/
Lib) 
  

19 
  
9 AM Worship Service 
  
  
  

20 Crier Deadline 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
7 PM Boy Scouts (SR/
JR) 
  
7:30 PM AA (Lib) 
  

21 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
  

22 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
7:30 PM AA (Lib) 

23 
  
10 AM AA (Lib) 
 
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
(S)  

24 
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
3PM Tag Sale 

25 
  
9 AM Tag Sale 
 

26 
  
9 AM Worship Service 
  
2 PM Soup Kitchen Prep 
(SR) 
  
3 PM Historical Society: 
Hamilton (S) 

27 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
7 PM Discipleship (Lng) 
  
7 PM Boy Scouts (G/SR/
JR) 
  
7:30 PM AA (Lib) 

28 
  
12 PM AA (Lib) 
  
6 PM Brownies #63313 
(JR) 
  

29 
  

30 
 
6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
(S)  

    

September 2021 



 
Colchester Federated Church 

60 Main St 
Colchester, CT. 06415 
Phone: (860) 537-5189 
www.colchesterfederadtedchurch.org 

Come to me, all you who are struggling hard and 
carrying heavy loads, and I will give you rest.  

Matthew 11:28 


