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Getting back into fall routines can be challenging.  When I begin organizing my fall 
calendar and the meetings and events begin to pile up, it always feels a little over-
whelming.  There’s so much good stuff on the horizon!  I remind myself.  Yet that little bit 
of anxiety tends to creep in anyway—of not having enough hours in the day, of having 
to say no to some things, of feeling more rushed (while simultaneously reminding myself 
to not over schedule and take your weekly day off or you will be no use to anybody!)  
Maybe some of this sounds familiar to you, too.   

 What helps is that fall in New England is just so wonderful!  The air has that 
crisp feeling and the smell of fall never gets old.  The leaves change, and the earth 
seems to glow on sunshiny days before we encounter the winter ahead.  Fall beauty 
may help us to remember to appreciate the glorious season even if we’re busier. 

When seasons come and go, we can remember these timeless words from Ec-
clesiastes: “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build 
up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time 
to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a 
time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and 
a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 
peace.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8) 

Yes, change is part of life.  Seasons do come and go.  Leaves sprout and fall 
away.  Sometimes we are weeping and other times we are laughing.  Sometimes we 
are mourning and other times we are dancing.  And God is with us through it all.   

It will be wonderful to see everyone back together as we begin another season 
of the church year here at CFC.  Hope to see you this fall, especially in worship on Rally 
Day (September 9th) at 8:30 or 10. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Lauren  

mailto:colchesterfederate@sbcglobal.net�
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Griffin Sullivan 9/3 

Shelly Hirsch 9/5 

Dolores Sawchuk 9/7 

Samuel Frasier 9/13 

Sam Cox 9/18 

Andrew Kyser 9/18 

Charlie Ringuette 9/ 19  

John Barr 9/21 

Renee Misbach 9/21 

Wildred Marvin 9/22 

Taylor Wink 9/22 

Victoria (Ashley) Bjorbekk 9/28 

Melanie Furman 9/30 

 

 

Tom and Pat Culhane 9/12 

Mitch and Lori Koziol 9/17  

Michele and Doug Wyatt 9/18 

Ken and Carletta Benjamin 9/19 

Christine Miskell and Tom St. Louis 
9/21 

Stephanie and John Wissler 9/21 

John and Nancy Dooley 9/23 

Our summertime schedule continues through September 
2nd  with 1 service at 9 a.m.  We return to 2 services of  

Worship on September 9th, 8:30 and  
10 a.m.  

9/2 Jeanette Tomlinson and 
John Dooley  

Our weekly Bible study resumes on 
9/4/18 at 10:30 in Pastor Lauren’s 
office.  

Scripture Readers and Passages for September    

9/2: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23   JessieMay Kessler                     9/23: Mark 9:30-37  Steve Bradstreet 

9/9: Mark 7:24-37 Sean Stevens                                                9/30: Mark 9:38-50  Ted Sanford  

9/16: Mark 8:27-38  Lynn Goodwin                                                                

9/2 9 a.m. Lori & Mitch Koziol 9/23 8:30 a.m. Gerry Caron 
Mary Tomasi 

9/9 8:30 a.m. Gerry Caron 
 Mary Tomasi 

  10:00 a.m. Lynn McCune 
Sara McCarvill 

  10:00 a.m. Sean Stevens 
Steve Bradstreet 

9/30 8:30 a.m. Lori & Mitch Koziol 

9/16 8:30 a.m. Lori & Mitch Koziol   10:00 a.m. Doug McCarvill 
Chris Wink 

  10:00 a.m. Paul Goodwin 
Ted Sanford 

      

June                                           
Year-To-Date 
Total Pledged  $8,216.50   
$50,516.29  
Total Received  $7,552.00   
$49,781.62  
Difference  $(664.50)  
$(734.67) 
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For those who are ill or recovering: 

Chester and Alberta Anderson 
Joseph and Mary Hamel (Shelly Hirsch’s 
parents) 
Jason Clarke 
Jeanie Cullen’s sister 
Sadie Dombrowski 
Nancy Dooley 
Linda Glenn (Deb Howard’s sister) 
Maureen Granato 
Eleanor Keller 
Wildred Marvin 
Susan Mausteller 
Clair McCune (Mike’s mother) 
Cindy Michelson  (Nancy Dooley’s sister)  
Tiffany Nielson, and her family 
Teri Sawchuk 

Susan Skoglund's brothers, Greg and 
Paul Secon 
 

For those friends in Assisted Living, 
Rehabs and Convalescent Homes: 

Alberta (Anderson) Mader  
Prayers for Hanmok Church, our Ko-
rean partnership church and for 
peace on the Korean peninsula.   
Prayers for all those who are griev-
ing.  
Prayers for all who are in recovery 
and struggling with sobriety.  
Prayers for all those separated from 
their families.  
Prayers for our country, its leaders 
and for peace here and in the 
world.  
 

 

We as so thankful to so many people in our church 
community  ~ to all those who have helped make this 
year’s VBS be a wonderful success :)   
We thank those who check on our open windows and 
doors… who bring in paper goods to offset our 
expenses … who donate their time and efforts to 
maintain and repair our buildings and grounds … to 
John Dooley and Tom St. Louis for bringing us their 
message while Pastor Lauren was on vacation.   
 

CHOIR IS BACK!!! 

Our choir will be back in worship starting on Rally Day, September 9th. 

 

The first rehearsal will be Thursday, September 6th, from 6:30-8 pm in the sanctuary.  
If you've ever thought you'd like to give choir a try, now is your chance! 

Come check it out! 

We always welcome new members! 

If you have any questions please see Kim Lewis, or email her at 

kimlewis826@gmail.com.. 

mailto:kimlewis826@gmail.com�
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Let's talk about fundraising! Yup, we are always looking for opportunities to fundraise, not only to help out 
with our church budget and the physical maintenance of such a large church, but also to contribute to our 
community here in Colchester and our ministry work all over the world. This is a great time of year to put 
together a few fundraising plans for 2018-19. If you have any thoughts or ideas that you think might help, 

please reach out to Liza Ringuette at elizabethringuette@gmail.com or say hello at church (I'll be at the 10am 
service). No idea is too big or too small!  

 

Welcome to the 2018-19 Youth Group at CFC! We are all excited for another year of ser-
vice, friendships, outings and goofing off!!! If you have a child in grades 3-12 and are inter-

ested CFC, please email Liza Ringuette at elizabethringuette@gmail.com to be added to our 
email distribution list list and get more information. Yay CFC!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 4th The history of Labor Day 2018, in the United States and Canada, dates back to late 19th century when the trade 
union and labor movements grew enormously and resultantly a variety of days were chosen by trade unionists as a day to cele-
brate labor. The holiday was first proposed in the 1880s by Matthew Maguire, a machinist, while serving as secretary of the Cen-
tral Labor Union of New York in 1882.  
 
It is argued that it was first proposed by Peter J. McGuire of the American Federation of Labor in May 1882, after witnessing the 
annual labour festival held in Toronto, Canada. Oregon was the first state of the United States to make it an official public holiday 
in 1887. In June 1894, during the Pullman Strike, which resulted in the deaths of workers at the hands of United States Army and 
United States Marshals Service, United States Congress unanimously voted to approve legislation to make Labor Day a national 

 

 

 

September 9th  

History of Grandparents Day: Marian McQuade hoped to establish a national day that would honor grandparents, and in 
1970 she began a campaign to do so. McQuade raised awareness about senior citizens throughout the 1970s. In 
1978, President Jimmy Carter declared the first Sunday after Labor Day to be National Grandparents Day. Each year, the 
president issues a proclamation to keep the tradition going. 

Grandparents Day has both an official flower and song. The official flower is the forget-me-not, and the song is Johnny Prill’s “A 
Song for Grandma and Grandpa.” Both were chosen by the National Grandparents Day Council.  

mailto:elizabethringuette@gmail.com�
mailto:elizabethringuette@gmail.com�
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Thank you to everyone who donated 
items, money, time, and effort to mak-
ing this year’s Vacation Bible School 
one of the best years yet! We had 72 
children join us this year along with 48 
youth/adult volunteers! I cannot ex-
press how truly grateful I am for each 
person who helped to make this possi-
ble! This program would not be possi-
ble without the help of all of you!  
THANK YOU!!  ~Nicole 

 

Discipleship class starts Sept 17th! Pastor Lauren and I are 
excited to be offering this program once again! If your 
interested in having your high school aged child join us 
there is still time to sign up.  

I look forward to seeing all those joyful faces once again!  

Blessings,  

Nicole Hosford 

 

Looking ahead…  

September 17th ~  Discipleship 
class kick off! If you have a high 
school age student that would 
like to sign up for our disciple-
ship classes please email christi-
aneduactionatcfc@gmail.com  

Greetings,  

Can you believe summer has come to end and the 
children are now back to school? Back to school 
also means back to Sunday School! Rally Day is 
Sept 9th! This is the official kick off to our Sunday 
School year. A special group activity is planned 
for the youth.  Blessing of the Backpacks will also 
take place on Sept 9th Please have your child 
bring in their backpack or maybe a book to be 
prayed over. 

Parents will also need to fill out a new registration 
form. Teachers will have forms handy and you can 
also find here in the crier!  

High School Sunday School classes will be held 
once again this year thanks to Sue and Ted San-
ford and Laurie O’Neill.  

mailto:christianeduactionatcfc@gmail.com�
mailto:christianeduactionatcfc@gmail.com�
mailto:christianeduactionatcfc@gmail.com�
mailto:christianeduactionatcfc@gmail.com�
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2018 VBS   
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Family Information                Date: _____________ 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________ 

Phone: (____) ______‐_______    Email: _______________________________________________

Emergency Contact: _________________________________ Phone: ____________________________ 

 

Student Information  

NAME  GRADE  BIRTHDATE ALLERGIES/SPECIAL NEEDS  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We would like to share pictures of Sunday School and various other church activities online. Do we have 
your permission to share on:  circle yes/no 

Church Website   Y  N 

Bulletin Boards    Y  N 

Crier      Y  N 

Facebook    Y  N 

 

Parent/guardian Signature _____________________________________________________________ 

By signing above, you are giving The Colchester Federated Church permission to photograph your child 
and use those photographs in the various areas listed above. 

 

Sunday School Registration Form 
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This letter is a good reminder for all of us about the need to contact the church 
office or Pastor   Lauren if you or a loved one is in the hospital and needs pas-

toral care, etc.  NO hospital can contact us without your permission.   
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CFC’s annual Holly Fair will be held on Saturday, November 10th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

We are currently seeking persons willing to run/organize a booth.  Some of the great booths we have 
had in the past included:   

Gift Booth, the Used Book Booth, the Vintage Jewelry Booth, and the 
Christmas Décor Booth, and the Bakery and Deli Booth, with goodies cour-
tesy of the members and friends of Colchester Federated Church. Also re-
turning to the Fair are the White Elephant Room, the Children’s Room, and 
the Silent Auction.   

Anybody wanting to participate please contact Deborah Howard.  Phone: 
860-537-5609 or debhoward49@yahoo.com  

On Saturday, October 13th our very own “Irish group” Tu Micsan af Rog  will play for a 
fundraiser—dinner.     

Colchester Federated Church in collaboration with Pharmacist Jeffrey Abule from Walgreen's in Manchester 
will provide a Flu Vaccine Clinic on Sunday October 14, 2018 from 9:00 to 10:30 AM in the Church's gym.   

The clinic is open to adults 18 years old and up.  The vaccine is covered by Medicare and Medicaid as well 
as most private health insurances.     

There will be vouchers available for those without insurance coverage for the Flu Vaccine. 

Please wear a short sleeve blouse or shirt or a shirt with sleeves that can be rolled up easily. 

Please bring your insurance card with you. 

The Pneumonia Vaccine will also be available. 

If you have any questions about the Flu Vaccine Clinic, please call Parish Nurse Cheryl Letendre RN at (H) 860-537-6516 or © 860-
334-3342  
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 The new school year has begun and 
that means parents and caregivers it is 
time to review school safety tips with 
your youngsters.  
Walking to School - Tips for Parents 

If you feel your child does not 
have adequate pedestrian skills to 
walk to school, either walk with 
him/her until you are confident 
in his/her ability or make alter-
nate arrangements for getting 
him/her to and from school.  

Practice the route with your child 
to be sure he/she knows it.  

Make sure the route your child 
takes is safe and has a crossing 
guard at intersections.  

Walking to School - Tips for Chil-

dren 

Never take a shortcut through a 
wooded area. Stay on the route 
you practiced with your par-
ents/caregivers.  

Walk to school with a friend or a 
group of friends.  

Wearing light or brightly colored 
clothing makes it easier for driv-
ers to see you.  

 

 

 

Traveling by School Bus 

Never step off the curb until the 
bus comes to a complete stop.  

Always use seat belts if the bus if 
equipped with them.  

Do not move around in the bus. 
Sit quietly in your seat.  

When leaving the school bus, stay 
in view of the driver and always 
cross the street in front of the 
bus.  

Even though traffic is supposed 
to stop for a school bus , always 
check both ways before crossing 
the street.  

Riding a Bike to School 

Always wear an approved helmet 
when riding a bicy-
cle.  

Wearing clothing 
that is bright and 
colorful makes it 

easier for drivers to see you.  

Learn hand signals and use them.  

Ride a bike on the right-hand side 
of the road traveling in the same 
direction as the traffic.  

Always stop for stop signs and 
follow the rules of traffic lights.  

Learn and follow the rules of the 
road.  

Do not listen to music on your 
Smartphone or another device. 
Always pay attention to the traffic 
and listen to what's going on 
around you.  

Riding to School in a Car 

Whether you are driving your chil-
dren or carpooling, make sure 
each child is securely strapped into 
their seatbelt. Younger children 
need the appropriate car seat or 
booster seat for their age or size.  

Have each child exit the car using 
the door on the curbside so he or 
she isn't stepping out of the car 
into traffic.  

Do not leave the school until your 
child, or all those in the carpool, 
are safely inside the school build-
ing.  

I hope the above information is useful.  
If you have questions about the article 
of other health related issues, please call 
Parish Nurse Cheryl Letendre RN, BSN, 
CPN at (H) 860-537-6516 or (C) 860-
334-3342 

Source:  Love to Know:  Back To 
School Safety Tips by Terry Hurley 

GREETINGS FROM YOUR PARISH NURSE 

Summer Mission  

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this year's Summer Mission project to help local children in 
need.  We are happy to announce that we collected 694 individual snacks that were brought to the CES and 
JJIS snack pantries for social workers to distribute!  Mission & Witness also purchased 20 backpacks and socks 

and underwear for 10 children for Social Services to distribute.  
 

Thanks again for all the donations this summer! 
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 Karen Ziel 

7/11/2018 
This November I will celebrate 10 years with the CT Conference United Church of Christ and I truly celebrate each 
day.  Each day brings new ideas and new opportunities to network and make connections.  In my role as Minister of Faith 
Formation and Leadership, I have a variety of occasions to serve local church leaders, the regional faith community and the 
national church.  Whether I am participating in a New England Region event as a workshop leader, attending a national 
conversation to explore Progressive Children’s Ministry in Cleveland, or offering a safe conduct training in your town, this 

ministry fills the heart of this servant leader.  
  
I’m eager to be called upon to find the right resource, to connect leaders with similar needs or ques-
tions and to match experienced leaders who are willing to mentor someone new to faith forma-
tion.  The ministry of faith formation and leadership development are indeed my call and as Freder-
ick Buechner has described it; “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and 
the world’s deep hunger meet.”  I am glad to work in partnership with a community of Christians who 
seek to meet the world’s deep spiritual hunger. 

Over the years one of the top 3 inquiries is what I call The Confirmation question.  

If faith formation is to be relevant and transformational, it must be renewed and reimagined by every generation.  We must 
set aside time to listen, to discern and plan for the needs and complexities of each generation. There are needs which tran-
scend generations, too.  Regarding the rite and journey of Confirmation, we ask: 
Who is on this journey? What do they ask of this experience? What concepts are called for?  What rituals make mean-
ing?  What activities will engage and teach?  What is the role of relationships?  And more! 
  
As we prepare to enter the next decade of ministry in the 21st century church, once again we find ourselves asking, what is 
the meaning of the rite of Confirmation?  Does it remain a ritual in search of meaning, as Ostermiller and Monkres once posed in 
their book, The Rite of Confirmation: Moments When Faith Is Strengthened. (Of course, they went onto describe 5 core 
elements for the journey as key to faith formation and discipleship-) 
  
I would propose that it is the role of those who lead within our congregations, clergy, professional faith formation staff and 
lay leaders is to engage in a process of shared discernment and ask these questions with some regularity.  If we are to offer a 
journey that is authentic and has integrity, it must be an intentional and conscious pathway within the culture of your faith 
community and with connections to the wider church. 
  
It is not enough to ask about the “latest and greatest” curriculum.  Initially, we must engage the deeper questions of mean-
ing, of impact, of discipleship, of transformation.  Recently, I presented our wider community a simple, 9 questions survey 
designed to offer a current glimpse into the status of the Confirmation question.  There were 106 respondents from across 
the CT Conference and I appreciate your participation.  Some of you completed it and some wrote to say why you did 
not.  I am grateful for each response. 
  
If you are interested in reviewing the results, please connect to the link here on our website where we curate faith formation 
resources – the Bulletin Board page. 
  
I hope you’ll find something useful and provocative in this information.  I know I have. 

 
 

                      Many Voices, One Mission: The Rite of Confirmation 

Karen Ziel is the Minister of Faith Formation and Leadership for the CT Conference, UCC. 

https://www.ctucc.org/authordetail/2121557�
http://www.ctucc.org/files/websites/ct/Survey+Results_The+Confirmaiton+Question_2018.pdf�
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Community Events:    
We have paper registration forms for this event in our CFC 

office.   
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Mission and Stewardship Day  

Saturday, September 29, 2018  
Central Baptist Church, Norwich  

Our 3rd annual Mission and Stewardship Day, Come Join the Dance, will be on September 29th, from 8:30 am to 3 pm at the 

Central Baptist Church of Norwich.  

Come celebrate ‘Unity in Diversity’ as we move to the rhythm, dancing to God’s heartbeat!  
Planned activities will include a Culturama or Cultural Showcase of food, national dress, and music. We will again be presenting 

several Workshops and we anticipate that the Praise and Worship sessions will not only draw us together as one people under God 

but draw us closer to the triune God as we "join His dance." Also, Mission t-shirts will be available for a small donation with all 

proceeds given to United Missions.  

We encourage you to respond to the calls and information that will be given to you through telephone contact, e-mails, the weekly e-

News and ABCCONN’s website.  

The event is free but you must register. 
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Colchester Federated Church  

60 Main St. 

Colchester CT 06415  

SEPTEMBER CRIER 2018 

Love is patient, love is kind ... It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily an-
gered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices in truth. It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always preserves. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV)  

Barbara Olson Bosse 
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