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Ministers:                      

All of the Members of the 
Church are called to serve in daily 

life. 
 

Staff: 

Rev. Lauren Lorincz, Pastor 

Kimberly Lewis, Music Director 

Nicole Hosford, Office Manager 
& Christian Education Director 

Tom St. Louis, Treasurer 

Dave Hock, Custodian  

 

Colchester Federated Church 

60 Main St., Colchester, CT. 
06415 

Office Hours M-F 9 AM—1 PM 

Phone (860)537-5189 

Email/Website:  
cfc06415@gmail.com  
colchesterfederatedchurch.org   
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 On a Zoom call recently someone 
remarked, “Please keep in mind that all 
plans should be flexible right now.”  That 
comment has stayed with me as we move 
into making plans for the fall around 
church.  All plans should be flexible.  
(Whether we want them to be or not!)   

Usually our September Crier gets 
into some of the specific plans that we 
have for the program year.  We’re used to 
Choir beginning again after the summer 
off.  And Sunday School kicking off anoth-
er program year.  Some years we have a 
new Discipleship Class that has their 
Opening Retreat in September.  The Min-
istries of our church are often looking for-
ward to and planning different events that 
are offered to close out the calendar year 
on a great note.   

Who’s to say that some of those 
things may not happen this year? 

Maybe some will and maybe some 
just can’t right now. 

Keep in mind—all plans should be 
flexible!  (At least this is what I keep telling 
myself and maybe it helps you to hear it 
too.) 

We’re continuing the good work of 
the church in these complicated times, 
even though most things are looking a little 
different these days.  So the best advice 
that I can offer right now is to just stay 

tuned.  Hopefully you’re keeping up with 
worship via Facebook Live, our church 
website, or through receiving our worship 
service bulletins and sermons in the mail.  
Or if you feel comfortable worshiping in 
person, we’re happy to see some of you 
safely and from a distance on Sunday 
mornings now what we’re in Phase III of 
Reopening the Church Building!  Keep in 
mind that news is shared in The Crier every 
month and This Week’s Thoughts every week 
so we can all stay updated on how things 
are progressing.   

Maybe you’re even continuing to 
reach out to one another and check in!  
There’s no better way to keep that spirit of 
community alive than to reach out to one 
another in Christian love.  This September 
is an especially stressful one for students 
and families as plans for school are evolv-
ing and changing too.  Let’s be sure to 
hold one another in prayer.  And remem-
ber, as always, that though we are often 
physically apart these days—you are not 
alone, and God is with us all. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Lauren  

mailto:colchesterfederate@sbcglobal.net


 WORSHIP INFORMATION  

  June Year to Date 

Total Pledged $10,903.00 $65,417.00 

Total Received  $8,760.00  $58,282.00 

Difference $(2,143.00) $(7,135.00) 

Percent Received 80% 89% 

Giving Update 
 

Worship 
 

Worship services are both virtual and now in-person.  
FACEBOOK LIVE @ 9AM Sunday Mornings  

https://www.facebook.com/colchesterfederatedchurch/  
 

The video will be later uploaded on our Church Website as well. 
Please visit our church’s website at  

www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org /worship-sermons 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour at 10:30 AM.  
The link can be found in Pastor Lauren's Weekly Thoughts  

and in the Sunday morning virtual bulletin.  
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  July Year to Date 

Total Pledged $10,903.00 $76,320.00 

Total Received  $9,345.00  $67,627.00 

Difference $(1,558.00) $(8,693.00) 

Percent Received 86% 89% 



 WORSHIP INFORMATION  

Upcoming Worship Services 
In-Person & Facebook Live Virtual Worship 

  

We're now live streaming worship on Sunday mornings at 9 AM via Facebook Live.  We hope that it will be 
more interactive for those of you who will continue to worship from home.  If you can't tune in for worship on 
Sunday mornings at 9 AM, that's okay!  The Virtual Worship videos will be archived on Facebook and will be 
uploaded on our website too, so you can catch up later. 
 
When we worship in-person, the limit is 40 people total.  The Reopening Team is strongly encouraging that 
those who attend are under 65 years old with no underlying health conditions.  You will need to sign up to at-
tend worship (via SignUp Genius or by calling/emailing the Church Office).  Nicole will send out the Worship 
Sign-Up email on Monday mornings and the sign-ups will be closed on Fridays at 9 AM.  This will give Nicole 
the rest of the day Friday to work on the seating chart for the service to ensure social distancing.  Because we 
cannot pass around the microphone during joys and concerns, any prayer requests should be submitted to Pastor 
Lauren by Fridays at 9 AM as well.  Please keep in mind that our worship services are now more public, so pray-
ers have become public information. 
 
For those attending in person, when you come into the sanctuary an usher will help guide you to your 
seat.  Wearing masks, social distancing, practicing good hygiene, and no one in your household is experiencing 
symptoms associated with COVID-19, will be requirements for attending worship at CFC. (Symptoms Include: 
fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new 
loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea). 
 
Here's our upcoming Worship Calendar: 
 
September 6: Facebook Live Virtual Worship with First Congregational Church UCC in New London! 
 
Our congregation is invited to worship with First Congregational Church UCC in New London with Rev. Sara 
Ofner-Seals leading the worship service beginning at 9:30 AM.  Pastor Sara is a former student minister who 
served at CFC, our Ministry of Mission and Witness participated in a dinner party for the guests of the New 
London Homeless Hospitality Shelter in the fall, and Pastor Sara is a friend of Pastor Lauren's who welcomed 
our congregation worshiping with the good folks of New London while Pastor Lauren is on an 8 Day Directed 
Retreat with the Jesuits.  We hope that you will tune into First Church's Worship Service and have a wonderful 
experience worshiping with a fellow UCC church in our New London Association!  
https://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchNL/ 
 
September 13: In-person worship/Facebook Live Virtual Worship/Rally Day! 
 
Nicole will send out an email on Monday 9/7 inviting the congregation to attend worship using SignUp Geni-
us.  Please keep in mind that 40 people total are able to attend worship and there will be assigned seating.  Sign-
ups will be closed on Friday 9/11 at 9 AM. 
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https://www.facebook.com/firstcongregationalchurchNL/


 

For those who are ill or recovering: 

For those who are grieving the loss of  a loved one: 

The Dooley Family 

 

 

Prayers for Hanmok Church, our Korean Partner Church. 

Prayers for all those who are providing care for family members. 

Prayers for all those who are grieving.  

Prayers for all who are in recovery and struggling with sobriety.  

Prayers for all those separated from their families. 

Prayers for our country, its leaders and for peace here and in the world.  

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Jason Clarke 

Sadie Dombrowski 

Joan Frantzen 

Joseph and Mary Hamel (Shelly Hirsch’s parents) 

Wildred Marvin 

Dot Olson  (Barb Bosse’s mom) 

Bonnie Rebillard 

Teri Sawchuk 

Rex Walden (Karen Briggs’ Son-In-Law) 
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 CELEBRATIONS & THANKS 

We are very thankful to so many  
people in our church community… 

 
… Thank you to the Reopening Committee for all of their time and efforts in 
ensuring a plan of action and safety measures are in place for when we return to 
in-person worship. 
… Thank you to Kurt Frantzen for designing and donating the signs displayed 
around the church as we reopen.  
… Thank you to Kurt Frantzen for the generous donation towards sound 
equipment for our live stream worship services.  
… Thank you to Susan Sanford and Kurt Frantzen who served as our Disciple-
ship Class Mentors this year and did a fabulous job walking beside Ava, Elliot, 
Eva, Jack, and Ryan on their journeys of faith. 
… Thank you to Rich Hosford and Chris Wink for all of their efforts and atten-
tion to detail with the roof repairs. 
… Thank you to our congregation for all the love and support you have shown 
one another during these difficult and uncertain times.  
 

 
We thank those who check on and open/close windows and doors… for 
those who bring in paper goods to offset our expenses, and for those who 
donate their time and efforts to maintain and repair our buildings and 
grounds. 
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Birthdays 
 
09/05  Shelly Hirsch 
  Oliver Nadeau 
 
09/07  Dolores Sawchuk 
 
09/12  Robert Hlasyszyn 
 
09/13  Samuel Frasier 
 
09/19  Colby Hlasyszyn 
  Charlie Ringuette 
 
09/21  John Barr 
  Renee Misbach 
  Emma Pens 
 
09/22  Taylor Wink 
 
09/23  Beth Tiezzi 
 
 
Anniversaries  
 
09/12    Tom & Pat Culhane 
 
09/17    Mitch & Lori Koziol 
 
09/18    Doug & Michele Wyatt 
 
09/21    Tom St. Louis &  
    Christine Miskell 
 
09/27    Brian & Donna Snell 

THANK YOU! 
 

We are so thankful to be a part of 
such a loving, caring, and thoughtful 
church family! Thank you for the 
beautiful flowers we received for our 
anniversary.  
~Nicole & Rich Hosford 
 
Thank you so much to the generous 
giver of birthday and anniversary 
flowers for the lovely bouquet I re-
ceived for my birthday. They were 
so beautiful and really brightened up 
the parsonage. Thank you 
again!  Blessings, Pastor Lauren 

I want to thank you for the lovely 
flowers for my birthday. It made a 
special day, more special!  
In Christ’s Love, Kathy Landry 

Thank you Ben!  
As a thank you for letting Ben Pe-
trosky use the Church property and 
water for his Troop 72 Eagle Scout 
Service Project car wash fundraiser 
(which was a huge success), an extra 
bench was built and placed under 
the overhang by the double doors 
on the side entrance!   



 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

RALLY DAY! 
Rally Day is September 13th! This is the start to our Sunday 
School program year. Traditionally we bless the children’s back-
packs for the start of  the school year. This year  will be a “Blessing 
of  The Devices”! Please register your child for Sunday School by vis-
iting our website. **All youth must be registered in order to 
participate in weekly classes that may be held in person or 
virtually.**  
 
After collecting data from our family survey, the Ministry of  Christian Education has developed a hybrid 
model for Sunday School. In-Person Sunday School will be limited to 10 youth in grades 3-8. (masks and 
social distancing are mandatory) There will be a weekly sign up to reserve a spot in the class. (similar to our 
weekly sign up for worship) Families will receive an email with all of  the guidelines and requirements for at-
tending Sunday School.  
 
Our younger kids, Pre-K—2nd, will have Sunday School virtually. A weekly prerecorded video will be 
emailed to families on Sunday mornings. This will enable families to take part in the class at a time that is 
convenient for them. All handouts and activity sheets will be provided in a packet that can be mailed out 
or picked up in the office.  Any questions please contact Nicole at christianeducationatcfc@gmail.com 
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Congratulations to this year’s Discipleship Class!  
 
 
 

 

Elliot Lewis, Ava McCarvill, 
Ryan Moores, Evan St. Louis, 

and Jack Stillwell 

 
 

Special Thank you to our Class Mentors,  
Kurt Frantzen and Susan Sanford. 



 VBS AT HOME 

September 2020  Volume 13  Issue 8   7 



 PHASED REOPENING   

The Church Reopening Team drafted guidance for returning our church to full operation. The State of Connect-

icut is proceeding through a phased reopening guided by public health principles and infectious disease statistics. 

CFC will proceed in similar fashion, although at a slower, deliberate pace, and with additional phase steps. The 

Team elected a more careful approach based upon guidance from our two church conferences (ABC and UCC), 

the CDC, and the CT Department of Public Health. 

  

The guidance emphasizes the importance of personal monitoring for the signs/symptoms of disease, good hy-

giene (hand washing), masking to minimize exposure when close, maximizing distance, and minimizing time for 

exposure. The guidance also includes principles and decision “checkpoints” with approximate dates for progress-

ing through four (4) phases of reopening.  Each move into a new phase assumes continued improvements in lo-

cal and state health statistics and state-wide reopening progress, increased disease prevalence will inhibit pro-

gress. 

  

Phase I and II began already.  As a reminder, Phase II allows some additional church activities, but requires 

mandatory health practices, and outdoor activities will be more readily approved than indoor ones. The Church 

Office will be technically open, but scheduling office visits, social distancing, masking, and hygiene practices re-

main mandatory. 

  

Phase III began in August.  This phase will open the Sanctuary for in-person attendance during the worship 

service to less than 40 individuals (who we strongly recommend are less than 65 years old and with no underlying 

health conditions).  Strict social distancing, masking, and hygiene will be mandatory. There will be no con-

gregational singing in the Sanctuary and Communion will be BYOE (bring your own elements). A virtual ser-

vice will be available, and we anticipate folks viewing the service on CFC's Facebook Page using Facebook 

Live.  The recorded video will be available on the website later in the day that Sunday. The Church Office will be 

open, and follow continued social distancing, masking, and hygiene practices. 

  

Phase IV will probably begin in the Fall. During this phase, the Sanctuary will be open to more typical at-

tendance numbers; nevertheless, we expect everyone attending to be symptom-free, maintain social distancing, 

use masks, and maintain rigorous hygiene practices.  Virtual services will remain available. Decisions regarding 

corporate singing and Communion performance will be made by the Church Staff and the Reopening Team 

pending improvements in local and state health statistics and state-wide reopening progress. Sunday School will 

resume in a fashion consistent with standards set by local schools. The Church Office will be open and in person 

Church Meetings may resume if everyone continues social distancing, masking, and hygiene practices. 

  

Please contact us if you have questions. Church Staff and this Team shall continue to monitor local/state reo-

pening progress as well as disease statistics. 

 

Peace and health to all and we will see you soon! 

Mark Bosse, Kurt Frantzen, Nicole Hosford, Cheryl Letendre, and Tom St. Louis  
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Annual meeting will be held virtually  
October 4, 2020 at 10:30 AM. 

 
WHEREAS, due to extraordinary circumstances, the Annual Election Meeting as prescribed by Article VI, Section 1b of 
the By-laws was unable to be held; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Diaconate has determined that actions called for at said meeting and other issues need resolution by a 
Church Meeting; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, The members of the Colchester Federated Church are hereby warned to meet for a Special Meet-
ing, as called by the Diaconate at their Regular Meeting of August 18, 2020,  to be held on October 4, 2020, at 10:30 a.m. 
via electronic communication, to be determined by the Church Office, for the following purposes: 
 
 1. As requested at the Annual Election Meeting of May 5, 2019, to discuss the transition to a single Sunday Wor
 ship Service and to take any necessary action thereon; 
 2. In accordance with the vote of the Annual Financial Meeting of January 26, 2020, to hear and act on the 2020-
 2021 Budget as presented by the Ministry of Stewardship: 
 3. To hear and act on the annual reports of the various Ministries and Missions of the Church; 
 4. To elect the officers, Ministry and Mission members of Colchester Federated Church for the year 2019-2020; 
 5. To consider ratifying the actions and business of the officers, Ministries and Missions taken in response to and 
 during the period of the COVID-19 emergency and such actions as may become necessary through the duration 
 of the emergency; and 
 6. Any other business suitable and proper to come before said meeting. 
 
Dated this 27th day of August, 2020. 
Mark E. Bosse, Church Clerk.  
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Tuesday Morning Zoom Bible Study  
Beginning on September 15 at 10:30 AM 

 
Pastor Lauren offers a weekly Bible Study on Tuesday mornings in her office.  

And Bible Study will be offered once again this Fall via Zoom!  
 

Please sign up by sending Pastor Lauren an email (lauren.lorincz@gmail.com).  
We'll add you to the Bible Study email list and send out the Zoom invite coming up! 

mailto:lauren.lorincz@gmail.com


 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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Mission & Witness 

Winter Outwear & Clothing Drive 

We at CFC will not let COVID stop us from outreach that helps our neighbors in 
need!  Starting on Rally Day Sunday, September 13th through Sunday October 11th, 
we will be collecting winter coats and other winter clothing for guests of the New 
London Homeless Hospitality Center.  This program is part of the larger New Lon-
don Urban Outreach program, a ministry of the First Congregational Church in 
New London.  Sara Ofner-Seals, CFC’s former student minister, is one of the pas-
tors at this church. 
 

Please consider looking through your closets or purchasing an item for this important cause.  All types and siz-
es of winter clothing is needed, including coats, gloves, hats, boots, socks, scarves, and other warm cloth-
ing.  The boutique will accept new, as well as clean, gently worn items.   
 
Due to COVID, if you are signed up and attending in-person worship, your donations may be dropped off in 
the sanctuary during service.   Otherwise, donations may be dropped off in the office during regular business 
hours.   
Then, on October 17th, the New London Urban Outreach will host a one-day “Not Your Grandma’s Bou-
tique” event, where the unhoused community of New London county will be able to “shop” for needed win-
ter items. 
If questions, please contact Susan Sanford at tedsuesanford@comcast.net or 860-705-9621. 

     LITTLE CAESARS PIZZA FUNDRAISER  
Eat Pizza and Help CFC!  

We are once again kicking off our Little Caesars Pizza Fundraiser now through Sept 27th.  We ask that orders be placed 
online. We know that some may not feel comfortable with online ordering, with that, Nicole can take orders over the 
phone and payments can be mailed directly to the office with “Pizza Fundraiser” in memo. Want to support the church 
but don’t want the pizza? You can choose to purchase a kit and donate the items to our local foodbank. Orders accepted 
through September 27th. When ordering online, you will need to sign in or create a new account. You may also be 
prompted to enter the Fundraiser ID: 386079 and Group ID: 109235 .  

 

Click here to order: http://www.pizzakit.com/fundraising-products?shop=1&f=386079&s=120615 
Or  
Go to PizzaKit.com 
Click on Products, then Shop 
Select Ship My Order to the Group 
Enter the Fundraiser ID# 386079, set up your account, and place your order!  

 

Curbside Pick-Up will be the week of  Oct 12-17.  
A more specific date will be given as our fundraiser closes. 

 

We will NOT be responsible for orders not picked up on Delivery day. 
Any questions please contact Rich Hosford at rhos000@gmail.com.   

mailto:tedsuesanford@comcast.net
https://www.pizzakit.com/
mailto:rhos000@gmail.com


 CHURCH CALENDAR  
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Colchester Federated Church 

60 Main St 
Colchester, CT. 06415 
Phone: (860) 537-5189 
www.colchesterfederadtedchurch.org 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-

control. There is no law against things like this.  
 
          Galatians 5:22-23 


