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A Note From Pastor Lauren
These are uncertain and chaotic
days in which we find ourselves. Our country hasn’t seen a pandemic like COVID-19
since the Influenza Pandemic of 1918. And
as I sit here writing this message to our congregation in my home/the church’s parsonage, I wish that I had more answers for what
the future holds for all of us.
Church leadership had to make the
difficult (and safest) decision to close our
church building to the public on March 19th.
That seems like so long ago. We’ve moved
our church staff to working from home and
our essential church meetings are now held
over Zoom. Our Virtual Worship services
are recorded weekly in my home and Kim’s
home, our videos are edited together by
Tom St. Louis, and then uploaded on our
website with an emailed bulletin to enable us
to continue to worship God on Sunday mornings as a church family. Nicole has been
sending out many ideas and opportunities
for Christian Education in peoples’ homes.
We’ve even started having Sunday School
check-ins and Coffee Hour over Zoom on
Sunday mornings to give our congregation
the opportunity to see each other and chat a
bit (since we all know that physical distancing can lead to feelings of social isolation.)
We’re all adapting to our current circumstances and doing our best! My years of
education and training in Seminary certainly
didn’t fully prepare me for ministering in the
midst of a pandemic, that’s for sure.
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in Bloom and our church’s Tag Sale. We
don’t know when it will be safe for our congregation to gather together to worship in
person yet. Diaconate and I will make the
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being aware that there are members of our
own congregation who are among the most
vulnerable to severe cases of COVID-19.
Until we’re back together in person,
my hope is that you stay connected with my
weekly emails on Thursdays (This Week’s
Thoughts), Virtual Worship on Sundays, Virtual Coffee Hour on Sundays, and reaching
out to one another to connect and offer support. We even have a list of people who can
help shop for groceries or medicine if you
feel unsafe going to the store! Just let Nicole know and we will be sure to assist you.
Deacons are reaching out to our congregation as are your Church Staff. Please just
know that even though we are physically
apart, you are not alone and God is with us
all.

Grace and Peace,
You will notice that this month’s Crier Pastor Lauren
is on the lighter side as far as news and
events are concerned. So many things are
in a holding pattern right now and we just
don’t know the timeline of events like Spring
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WORSHIP INFORMATION
Virtual Worship
All worship services are Virtual Worship until further notice.
Please visit our church’s website at
www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org /worship-sermons

Virtual Coffee Hour at 10 AM.
The link can be found in Pastor Lauren's Weekly Thoughts and in
the Sunday morning virtual bulletin.
May 3

Psalm 23

May 10

John 14:1-14

May 17

John 14:15-21

May 24

John 17:1-11

May 31

Acts 2:1-21

Giving Update
March

Year to Date

Total Pledged

$10,903.00

$32,709.00

Total Received

$10,056.00

$29,411.00

Difference

$(847.00)

$(3,298.00)

92%

90%

Percent Received
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IN OUR PRAYERS
For those who are ill or recovering:

Barbara Bosse

Wildred Marvin

Jason Clarke

Sara McCarvill

Julie Clarke

Karen Monteleone

Sadie Dombrowski

Dot Olson (Barb Bosse’s mom)

Nancy Dooley

Bonnie Rebillard

Joan Frantzen

Teri Sawchuk

Joseph and Mary Hamel

Amanda Skoglund

(Shelly Hirsch’s parents)

Odessa Turner

Frank & Lillian Lavech

Rex Walden (Karen Briggs’ Son-In-Law)

For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one:
Kerry Felice, Marissa & Kaylin Perez
Frank Tomlinson

Prayers for Hanmok Church, our Korean Partner Church.

Prayers for all those who are providing care for family members.
Prayers for all those who are grieving.
Prayers for all who are in recovery and struggling with sobriety.
Prayers for all those separated from their families.
Prayers for our country, its leaders and for peace here and in the world.
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CELEBRATIONS

05/03

BIRTHDAYS
Stacey Joeckel

05/04

Jeannette Tomlinson

05/06

Garth Frantzen

05/09

Lynn Godwin
Robin Zabiegalski

05/10

Morgan Tyrrell

05/11

Deborah Howard

05/18

Laurent Landry
Owen McCarvill
Marissa Perez

05/19

Tom Evans

05/23

Avis Hull
Terrance Moore

05/30

Steven Moores

Anora Gisela
De Leon Nadeau
born March 25th
We are so in love with
her. Oliver enjoys being
a big brother.
We are very excited for
the congregation to
meet her.

ANNIVERSARIES
05/06 Frank & Lillian Lavech
05/11 Sean & Lynda Stevens
05/28 Brian & Cathy Marvin

Ellie Marie Tiezzi born April 3rd

We are doing well but miss everyone!
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THANK YOU
We are very thankful to so many people in our church community…
… Thank you to Tom St. Louis for editing our virtual worship services, Pastor Lauren and Kim Lewis for bringing the service to our homes each week, and all those
who have read scripture or performed special music for our virtual worship.
… Thank you to our “shoppers” who have run errands and gone shopping for our members who have
needed help.
… Thank you to Deborah Howard and Steve Bradstreet who have become “The Counting Ladies”!
… Thank you to Donna Wink and Rich Hosford for their continued efforts in painting the Stage Room.
… Thank you to Chris Wink, John Makris, and the members of Stewardship for pushing forward on
building repairs.
… Thank you to Dave Hock for cleaning, maintaining, and securing the building while the church is
closed to the public.
… Thank you to our congregation for all the love and support you have shown one another during these
difficult and uncertain times.
We thank those who check on and open/close windows and doors… for those who bring in paper goods to offset our expenses, and for those who donate their time and efforts to maintain
and repair our buildings and grounds.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHECK-INS
Sunday Mornings
9 AM via Zoom

If you’d like to join us, please contact Nicole at christianeducationatcfc@gmail.com
and she will provide you with the link! Hope to see you there!

SAVE THE DATE!
VBS will be held Aug 10-14

9 AM– 12 PM
Registration opens June 1st

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are in need of adults to oversee our groups,
bringing the kids to the different areas.
(All of our activity areas are currently staffed.)

If you can help, please contact Nicole
christianeducationatcfc@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
NOTE TO CONGREGATION
Dear Pastor and all the good folks at CFC,
My sister, Pat, passed away Sunday evening. She had COPD and when the COVID-19 hit it was
too much to overcome. Pat would have been 89 in June. She leaves one son, Larry, and his wife,
Jennifer. Pat was a devout and active Methodist for most of her life, a wonderful sister and the
caregiver for our mother for a number of years. I am sure St. Peter has many gold stars by her
name. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your kind thoughts and prayers over the past
couple weeks.
Frank Tomlinson

DEACONS FUND
We take up an offering for the Deacons Fund on the first Sunday of every month. This is the
Fund that I can use to help those in need in our congregation and the wider community. I have
written checks to cover rent for a month and part of the security deposit for a new apartment,
helped with car payments, and use the funds to give out grocery cards to help people buy
food. Because of the generosity of our congregation, there is money available to our members
should you find yourselves in need of financial assistance during these difficult times. The only
person with access to the Deacons Fund is me (it's been set up this way to ensure privacy.) So if
you need help, you need only contact me and we'll go from there. Remember that though we are
physically apart, none of us are alone.
Blessings,
Pastor Lauren

ANNUAL MEETING UPDATE
Hope all of you are healthy and staying safe during this time of crisis. I wanted to take an opportunity to give an update as the Annual Election Meeting was scheduled for the first Sunday in
May. The Congregation is typically presented with a slate of candidates for each ministry for consideration. This year we were also scheduled to review an updated report from Stewardship and
approve the final budget that was presented in January. As the church remains closed at this time,
the Diaconate voted to postpone this meeting until the church re-opens and we all can be together to meet.
Respectfully submitted,
Ted Sanford Co-chair Diaconate
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
UPCOMING CHURCH EVENTS
All of our church sponsored events are in a holding pattern currently until we know when it's safe to
resume being together in person again. As we get clarity, we will send out information to you about
events like the Spring in Bloom Vendor Fair, Tag Sale, Matching Campaign, etc.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASST. TREASURER
Greetings fellow members / friends of the Colchester Federated Church!
I pray daily that you're all weathering this pandemic storm well and that this note finds you in good
health and spirits!
While the church is indeed closed to the public as recommend by state / federal health officials, most of
our expenses continue. I am writing to encourage you to consider mailing your weekly/monthly pledge
or offerings to the church, at the address below or to donate online through our website: https://
colchesterfederatedchurch.org/giving.
Your volunteer Treasury team of Deb Howard, Tom St. Louis and myself have been getting together
(staying at a safe distance and with plenty of hand sanitizer!) to make a weekly deposit of any income /
donations received during the week, as well as issuing checks, to help keep the church operational and
solvent. Of course, if you've been furloughed or otherwise displaced from your job during this difficult
time for our world community, I fully understand that this request may not be possible to fulfill. For
those of us who are fortunate to still have a paycheck coming in, however, please prayerfully consider
this request.
COLCHESTER FEDERATED CHURCH
60 Main Street
Colchester, CT 06415
Attn: Treasurer
Stay strong and stay healthy! If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Tom
(tstlouis06415@gmail.com) or myself (sbradstreet@snet.net or 860-908-6386). We WILL get through
these trying times together, with the support of each other and the strength of God.
Wishing blessings to you all,
Steve Bradstreet, Asst. Treasurer
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
CFC REOPENING TEAM
A CFC Reopening Team has been formed, and we're thankful that Kurt Frantzen, Mark Bosse, Cheryl
Letendre, and Tom St. Louis have agreed to serve. Nicole Hosford will act as the Staff Liaison to help
them in their work. The team is tasked with familiarizing themselves with the guidelines that are coming
out from the CDC, State of Connecticut, our Town, our UCC and ABC Conferences, etc. to come up
with a reopening plan for our congregation and all of the community groups that use our church building, anticipating the day that we're able to gather safely again in person. Thank you Kurt, Mark, Cheryl,
Tom, and Nicole!
***Updated as of 4/28/20

Here's some updated information to share regarding our beloved church:
1.) Worship will be Virtual Worship until further notice
Our CFC Reopening Team will be looking at guidelines from
the CDC, the State of Connecticut, the Colchester Public
Schools, Town Hall, our UCC and ABC Conferences, etc. to
determine when/how it is safe for us to gather in person. Please go on our website (and Pastor Lauren will continue to send you Sunday morning e-mails) to view Virtual Worship. Any Prayer Requests may be sent into Pastor Lauren by
Tuesday, though remember that anyone can view Virtual Worship on our website and your prayer would therefore be public.
https://colchesterfederatedchurch.org/worship-sermons
2.) CFC is now closed to the public until further notice
3.) CFC Ministry meetings are virtual meetings
4.) Nicole is managing the Church Office from Home
Nicole will maintain our regular Office Hours of MondayFriday, 9-1 working from home. If you call CFC
(860.537.5189) during our normal hours of operation, Nicole will answer! Remember that we are being encouraged to "Stay
Safe, Stay Home" by Governor Lamont as of 3/24/20.

6.) Diaconate has implemented a Congregational Phone
Tree
Our Deacons are calling church members and friends to check
in and stay connected. If there are needs you have with groceries, Nicole will help coordinate folks to shop for you. If
you would like to be added to the list of people who could
shop for others, please let Nicole know
(cfc06415@gmail.com).

7.) Nicole is offering Virtual Christian Education
Nicole will continue to send our church families resources to
have CE activities in your homes. She has created a Facebook
group called CFC Sunday School and is posting all sorts of
information and opportunities there. She's also hosting Zoom
Sunday School at 9 AM on Sunday mornings
8.) Giving to our church
You can mail your pledges to the Office and we have electronic giving through PayPal on our church website: https://
colchesterfederatedchurch.org/giving We are also aware of
the economic uncertainty facing many and understand that we
will give as we are able.
As plans evolve and change, as we continue to monitor what's happening
in response to COVID-19 both nationally and locally, our staff and lay
leaders will respond and communicate our plans with our church family. Remember that God is with us, and though we are apart physically
right now, we are not alone.

5.) Pastor Lauren is working from the Parsonage
Pastor Lauren will maintain her current schedule of Office
Hours on Mondays 9-2 and Wednesdays and Thursdays 9Love,
12. Fridays continue to be her day off. On Tuesdays, she will Pastor Lauren
be working to get her sermon written. Please reach out should
you wish to connect.
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Colchester Federated Church
60 Main St
Colchester, CT. 06415
Phone: (860) 537-5189
www.colchesterfederadtedchurch.org

“God is our refuge and strength,
a help always near in times of great trouble.”
Psalm 46:1 CEB

