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A Note From Pastor Lauren
February will be a full month here at Colchester Federated Church, here’s a few
highlights!

the Ministry of Mission and Witness
for organizing this special Sunday!
•

•

•

On February 1, the Ministry of the
Community is hosting a Meeting
House Forum: Colchester Remembering Colchester. The forum is
supported by our Church, Colchester
Historical Society, Cragin Library, Boy
Scout Troop #72, and others with pictures, documents, and story-telling
about Colchester’s past. During dinner, the supporting groups will briefly
speak about various town-related topics, including Have You Ever Wondered
questions about our town’s history,
landmarks, and people. There will be
time for discussion and questions before, during, and after dinner. It will
be a time to share and learn, and the
evening begins at 5:15 pm. Hope to
see you there, and thank you to all the
members of the Ministry of the Community for your hard work on this
event!
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1 Pastor Lauren’s Note
On February 26, we will observe Ash
Wednesday, the day that marks the
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beginning of the Holy Season of Lent.
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I will be offering Ashes to Go from
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There’s always plenty of opportunities to
be in community together here at CFC,
whether that is during Sunday morning
worship or with special events that happen throughout any given month. These
are just a few highlights for February, so
please peruse these pages of The Crier carefully and see what may speak to your heart
to attend!
As we focus on Jesus’ journey from the
wilderness to Jerusalem to the cross to the
tomb and beyond, may we all embark on
the deepening of our own faith journeys
in this special Lenten time that is to come.

On February 2, we will have Souper
Bowl Sunday and Scout Sunday.
Boy Scout Troop 72 will take part in Grace and Peace,
our worship service, and we are all
Pastor Lauren
invited to bring in cans of soup for the
Colchester Food Bank. Thank you to
the Boy Scouts and the members of

Thank You
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IN OUR PRAYERS
For those who are ill or recovering:
Barbara Bosse
Jason Clarke
Julie Clarke
Sadie Dombrowski
Nancy Dooley
Joseph and Mary Hamel (Shelly Hirsch’s parents)
Frank & Lillian Lavech
Wildred Marvin
Karen Monteleone
Dot Olson (Barb Bosse’s mom)
Teri Sawchuk
Odessa Turner
Rex Walden (Karen Briggs’ Son-In-Law)

For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one:
The Ashley Family
The Bradstreet Family

For those friends in Assisted Living, Rehabs, and Convalescent Homes:
Alberta (Anderson) Mader
Prayers for Hanmok Church, our Korean Partner Church.
Prayers for all those who are providing care for family members.
Prayers for all those who are grieving.
Prayers for all who are in recovery and struggling with sobriety.
Prayers for all those separated from their families.
Prayers for our country, its leaders and for peace here and in the world.
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CELEBRATIONS

2/01 George Aronstamm
Lillian Lavech
2/03 Larry Floyd
Abigail Floyd
Aaron Tiezzi
2/04 Rich Hosford
Avery Moore
Hanna Moore
2/05 Julie Clarke
2/06 Neil Malloy

2/08 Lawrence Stopa

2/21 Mary Howard

2/10 Lynda Stevens

2/23 Amy Domeika

2/11 Rachel Marvin

2/24 Karah Pensa

2/14 Lillian Brown
Maryanne Ringuette

2/27 Catherine Misbach
Jocelyn Nadeau
Jim Ringuette

2/15 Judean Bradstreet
Aaron Hosford
Christopher Nurse

2/28 Eric Malone

2/18 Madeleine O’Neil
2/19 Robert Misbach
Ray Wagner

2/03 Terry & Deborah Howard

We are very thankful to so many people in our church community…
… To Cheryl Letendre for organizing the Red Cross Blood Drive and all those who volunteered their time and baked goodies for the donors.
… To Avis Hull, Christine Miskell, Renee Misbach and all those who have donated paper
goods.
… Thank you to Chris Wink, Tom St. Louis, and members of Stewardship for fixing the
men’s bathroom and all the help with the grease trap in the kitchen, as well as replacing the
emergency light in the hall.
… Tom St. Louis, Steve Bradstreet, Deb Howard, the Pledge Campaign Committee, and the members of Stewardship for
all their hard work in preparing the 2020 budget.
… To Rich Hosford, Mission & Witness, and Christian Education for collaborating to collect items for those affected by
the earthquakes in Puerto Rico. Thank you to all those who donated items!
… To Dolores Sawchuk, Jeannette Tomlinson, and all who made and donated items for the Funeral Reception for Tina
Ashley.

We thank those who check on and open/close windows and doors… for those who bring in paper
goods to offset our expenses, and for those who donate their time and efforts to maintain and repair
our buildings and grounds.
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WORSHIP INFORMATION
Communion will be served on February 2
Steward: Tom Evans
Servers: Cheryl Letendre, Ted Sanford, Jeanie Cullen

Usher
Schedule

Feb 2

Matthew 5:1-12

Avis Hull

Feb 9

Matthew 5:13-20

John Johnson

Feb 16

Matthew 5:21-37

Cara Lovering

Feb 23

Matthew 17:1-9

Kurt Frantzen

Feb 2

Boy Scouts

Feb 9

Lori & Mitch Koziol

Feb 16

Steve Bradstreet & Paul Goodwin

Feb 23

Rich Hosford & Chris Wink

Giving Update
December

Year to Date

Total Pledged

$10,015.50

$120,186.00

Total Received

$14,161.00

$122,869.58

Difference

$4,145.50

$2,683.58

Percent Received

141%

102%
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SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUTH GROUPS
YOUTH GROUPS VISIT HARRINGTON COURT

The annual Christmas Pageant
On February
9 let’s come
together for a fun hour of crafting! We will be helpwill be held on
December
22
ing the residents of Harrington Court decorate for Valentine’s Day! This is a
duringgreat
worship.
opportunity for our youth to have multigenerational interactions! (and the

residents LOVE being around children!) Please join us and help us spread some
joy! Both youth groups are invited to attend.

We will meet directly at Harrington Court in the main lobby at 1:45 PM.
RSVP to Nicole at christianeducationatcfc@gmail.com

“Rockin’ For The Roof” Rock-A-Thon!
On January 26th our youth groups got together for the
Rock-A-Thon to raise funds for our roof. The kids enjoyed
lunch, playing board games, watching a movie, and even got a
special visit from Sparky, the church dragon!
Our youth raised nearly $600 for the roof!
GREAT JOB KIDS!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Souper Bowl Sunday is Coming!
Root for your favorite “team”
Chicken Noodle! Beef Barley! New England
Clam Chowder! Minestrone!

We are in need of a few more hands to help
with ushering on Sunday mornings.
Usher tasks include…
-opening and closing (locking) the sanctuary doors and
windows as well as turning on/off sanctuary lights.
-handing out bulletins and greeting parishioners as they
enter the sanctuary.
-ensure the hymnal board follows the hymns listed in the
bulletin.
-light the altar candles prior to the start of worship.
-fill water cups for Pastor Lauren.
-pass the mic around during joys and concerns.
-collect the offering.
-take attendance
If you are interested in helping or have any questions, please see Rich Hosford or email him at
rhos000@gmail.com

Ministry of Mission & Witness will be holding our
annual Souper Bowl Sunday on February 2nd.
Please bring in a few cans of hearty soup (or a
“meal-in-a can”) with you to the worship service
to be donated to the Colchester Food Bank. Collection bins will be located at the front and back
of the sanctuary.
Let’s rally to stock up the Food Bank with needed
items for the winter. Thank you!

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
The Red Cross has scheduled a blood drive to be held at Colchester Federated Church on Friday February 14th, 2020 in
the Church's gym. The time will be from 1:00 to 6:00 PM.
It is recommended you contact the Red Cross ahead of time to
schedule an appointment. You can call the Red Cross at 1-800-448-3543 or you can
schedule your appointment on-line at www.bloodct.org.
Walk-ins are welcomed, but depending on how busy they are, there could be a long wait
time.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pancake Supper
2020!

Tuesday, Feb 25th
5:30—7:00 pm
Stage Room

Free Will Offering

Fat Tuesday!
Music!

Mardi Gras!
Beads!

ASH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 26
Ash Wednesday is the day Lent begins, the day where we
use Ashes and Communion to observe the start of this
holy season as a faith community. The Discipleship
Class will help lead our service at 7 PM, and all are welcome to attend!
"Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return."
And once again, I will be offering Ashes to Go
from 7-9 AM.
I will be outside in front of our church if you would like
ashes imposed in the morning.
~Pastor Lauren
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MIND * BODY * SPIRIT
I would like to thank everyone who has helped or attended the opportunities we have offered these last
few months.
In November we made Kissing Balls. There were several members and families that got their hands
dirty creating their perfect creation with holly (graciously donated by Deb Howard), boxwood and evergreens. We used grapefruit, which is more earth friendly (and a bit more forgiving if you miss your spot
than styrofoam). We then decorated with donated bulbs and ribbons. The rain we had the following
weeks did not help to preserve them. My apologies.
It was suggested that we host an opportunity to make them ahead and have them available for sale at
the Holly Fair. Perhaps the first weekend in November? Look for a notice late this summer.
We just had our first yoga class and all I can say is "ahhh". It was wonderful! Krista McGregor is a
gifted teacher. She led us through the class with her gentle guidance, always attentive to our posture and
position. The class was easy enough for beginners as she offers modifications and yet challenging
enough for those with experience. Krista has offered to lead more sessions, so look for future opportunities.
Our paint pouring class on January 31st has only two more openings. Please book your spot asap. Class
starts at 6:30 pm. All materials provided. Bring a painting shirt and your creativity.
Please let me know if you have an idea for an opportunity that feeds your soul.
Blessings, Jeanie
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THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone that donated much
needed supplies for the earthquake victims in
Puerto Rico. Items have been picked up and
are making their way to the residents!

The tags on our Christmas Giving Tree
disappeared at an astonishing rate!
Thanks to the generosity of this congregation, we collected and delivered
20 specific gifts for our Adopt-a-Family
of 5, and 74 other toys for the Madonna Place in Norwich last month. Our
church even received a shout-out on
Madonna Place’s Facebook page!
~Mission & Witness

My Sincere thanks to Karen Partington, Emily Malone-Trigueros, Jeannette Tomlinson, and Karen Wheeler who gathered at my home on
Thursday December 19th after the two day cancelation due to icy conditions, to make 28 fruit trays for those associated with CFC who
needed a little extra love this year.
Thank you also to Tim & Carol Kyser, Cheryl Letendre, Joyce Johnson, and Necia Stopa who delivered the trays to all the recipients. A
special thanks to John Clarke who delivered seven trays.
My thanks also to Pastor Lauren who joined the creating team midway. Her presence was
greatly appreciated. Thanks also to Nicole for creating the name tags and to my son John for
his assistance.
The tradition of making and delivering fruit baskets by the Women’s Fellowship has been carried on for over 50 years. I hope it will continue. ~Blessings in 2020, Dolores Sawchuk
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR
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