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Ministers:                      

All of the Members of the 
Church are called to serve in daily 

life. 
 

Staff: 

Rev. Lauren Lorincz, Pastor 

Kimberly Lewis, Music Director 

Nicole Hosford, Office Manager 
& Christian Education Director 

Tom St. Louis, Treasurer 

Dave Hock, Custodian  

 

Colchester Federated Church 

60 Main St., Colchester, CT. 
06415 

Office Hours M-F 9 AM—1 PM 

Phone (860)537-5189 

Email/Website:  
cfc06415@gmail.com  
colchesterfederatedchurch.org   

April  2021  Volume 14  Issue 4   1 

Holy Week & Easter Worship Services 

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, March 
28th.  This is the holiest week of the year for Chris-
tians, and our worship team is hard at work prepar-
ing five worship services to offer our congregation 
as we journey with Jesus through the last week of 
his life and celebrate the gift of resurrection 
and new life soon to come.  
 
While some Holy Week services will be offered 
for in-person worship, most services will also 
premiere via Facebook Live.  Everyone wishing to 
attend in-person worship must reserve a spot 
through SignUp Genius or by calling the church 
office at 860-537-5189.  The exception is the Easter 
Sunrise Service that will be outdoors at Lake Hay-
ward and is open to everyone.  Masks and social 
distancing remain requirements, but no one needs 
to sign up in advance to attend.  
 
As our church staff and lay leaders have made all of 
these plans the one caveat remains—should Col-
chester become a "Red-Alert" town as determined 
by the CT Department of Public Health, Palm Sun-
day and the 9 AM Easter Service will be offered 
virtually only.  Now I know that this is a lot of in-
formation!  So here's how we hope Holy Week will 
look: 
  
March 28 at 9 AM, Palm Sunday (Limited In-
person & Virtual) 
We will wave our palms and remember Jesus' tri-
umphal entry into Jerusalem, the event that begins 
Holy Week.  Our text is Mark 9:30-37 and the ser-
mon theme from the Reflections on the Heart Ser-
mon Series is "Shifting Our Gaze". 
  
April 1 at 7 PM, Maundy Thursday (Virtual 
Worship only) 
Our service focuses on The Last Supper and Jesus' 
commandment to love one another.  Our text is 

John 13:1-17, 31-35 (Foot washing & Love com-
mandment).  We will have Communion during this 
service, so please have elements on hand as you 
worship at home. 
 
April 2 at 12 PM, Good Friday (Virtual Wor-
ship only) 
During our Stations of the Cross service we 
will contemplate the seven last words Jesus spoke 
from the cross.  This will be a shortened version of 
our usual Good Friday Stations of the Cross ser-
vice.  
 
April 4, Easter Sunday 
-Sunrise Service at 6 AM at Lake Hayward (In-
Person outdoors and open to all) 
We will joyfully celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ on the shores of Lake Hayward.  Masks and 
social distancing are required to attend.  This is an 
early outdoor service that is open to all! 
 
-Easter Worship Service at 9 AM (Limited In-
Person & Virtual) 
We will joyfully celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and Communion will be served at our ser-
vice in the sanctuary.  Please BYOC (Bring Your 
Own Communion elements) for those worshiping 
in person and have Communion elements on hand 
for those worshiping from home.  The final sermon 
from Reflections on the Heart will be "Sharing our 
Treasures" based on Matthew 27:62-28:10 (Guard 
at the Tomb & Resurrection).   
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Lauren 
 
***The Reopening Team strongly encourages those who are 65 
years or older who have not been fully vaccinated (i.e. 2 weeks after 
their final vaccine dose) and anyone with significant underlying 
health conditions to continue attending worship services virtual-
ly.  Please keep in mind that wearing masks, social distancing, good 
hand hygiene, and no contact within the prior 2 weeks with a known 
COVID-19 case or anyone experiencing symptoms associated with 
COVID-19 will continue to be requirements for attending worship 
at our church.  

mailto:colchesterfederate@sbcglobal.net


 WORSHIP INFORMATION 

 

Worship services are virtual and limited in-person.  
FACEBOOK LIVE @ 9AM Sunday Mornings  

https://www.facebook.com/colchesterfederatedchurch/  
 

The video will be later uploaded on our Church Website as well. 
Please visit our church’s website at  

www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org /worship-sermons 
 

Virtual Coffee Hour at 10:30 AM.  
The link can be found in Pastor Lauren's Weekly Thoughts  

and in the Sunday morning virtual bulletin.  

 
 

 

  February Year to Date 

Total Pledged $11,105.00 $22,210.00 

Total Received  $15,847.00  $25,169.00 

Difference $4,742 $2,960 

Percent  
Received 

143% 113% 

Giving  
Update 
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To our Colchester Federated Church family, 
 
Events over the past year pushed us beyond our normal levels of comfort, requiring us to adapt to new circumstances. 
Moving forward will continue to test our patience and perseverance as we anticipate a slow but steady return to nor-
malcy! 
 
Consistent with our 310+ year history, our dear Colchester Federated Church continues its work within the church 
family and beyond. Grateful for this enduring church community, we are also thankful for the ingenuity and dedica-
tion from the CFC staff and all of those who help keep us connected virtually during these isolating times. 
Nonetheless, our hearts yearn to return to in-person worship. 
 
Every Thursday, CT-DPH releases the revised color-coded map displaying the average daily rate of COVID-19 cases 
for each town. The Reopening Team has advised us that Colchester should be in the "Orange Zone" (10-14 cases per 
100,000) or better for two consecutive weeks prior to returning to in-person worship. If this trend continues, then on 
the third week we will proceed with in-person worship that Sunday. Following the same guidelines used last fall, in-
person worship will consist of 40-people maximum and will require masks and social distancing. If, however, Col-
chester infection rates increase back into the "Red Zone", then we will cancel in-person worship. Virtual worship will 
be offered in either case and will likely be offered indefinitely. 
 
Thank you for your patience and continued flexibility as we monitor infection rates and respond accordingly. 
 
With Hope and Peace, 
Deacon Representatives on the Reopening Team: Ted Sanford and Liza Ringuette 
The Reopening Team: Mark Bosse, Kurt Frantzen, Nicole Hosford, Cheryl Letendre, Kim Lewis, Tom St. Louis, and 
Pastor Lauren 
https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/COVID-19-Data-Tracker 



 HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
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March 28 at 9 AM, Palm Sunday 

We will wave our palms and remember Jesus' 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the event that 
begins Holy Week.  Our text is Mark 9:30-37 
and the sermon theme from the Reflections on 
the Heart Sermon Series is "Shifting Our 
Gaze". 

 

April 4, Easter Sunday 

-Sunrise Service at 6 AM at Lake Hayward (In-Person outdoors and open to the whole con-
gregation)  
We will joyfully celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ on the shores of Lake Hayward.  Masks and 
social distancing are required to attend.  This is an early outdoor service that is open to all! 
 
-Easter Worship Service at 9 AM (Limited In-Person or only offered virtually via Facebook 

Live still TBD based on Town Alert levels closer to 4/4)  
We will joyfully celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and Communion will be served at our service in the sanctu-
ary.  Please BYOC (Bring Your Own Communion elements).  The final sermon from Reflections on the Heart will be 
"Sharing our Treasures" based on Matthew 27:62-28:10 (Guard at the Tomb & Resurrection).   

April 2 at 12 PM, Good Friday (offered 

virtually via Facebook Live only) 
During our Stations of the Cross service we 
will contemplate the seven last words Jesus 
spoke from the cross.  This will be a shortened 
version of our usual Good Friday Stations of 
the Cross service.   

April 1 at 7 PM, Maundy Thursday 
(offered virtually via Facebook Live only) 
Our service focuses on The Last Supper and 
Jesus' commandment to love one another.  Our 
text is John 13:1-17, 31-35 (Foot washing 
& Love commandment)  

In-Person Worship Information 

 

All services will premiere via Facebook Live ex-
cept for Easter Sunrise Service. All those wish-
ing to attend in-person worship (with the ex-
ception of sunrise service) must reserve a spot 
through SignUp Genius or by calling the church 
office at 860-537-5189 by Friday at 9 AM. 
 
Should Colchester become a “Red-Alert” town, 
all in-person services will be cancelled, and we 
will worship together virtually via Facebook 
Live.  
 
 
*The Reopening Team strongly encourages 
those who are 65 years or older who have not 
been fully vaccinated (i.e., 2 weeks after their 
final vaccine dose) and anyone with significant 
underlying health conditions to continue 
attending worship services virtually.  Please 
keep in mind that wearing masks, social dis-
tancing, good hand hygiene, and no contact 
within the prior 2 weeks with a known COVID-
19 case or anyone experiencing symptoms as-
sociated with COVID-19 will continue to be 
requirements for attending worship at our 
church.  

 



 

 

For those who are ill or recovering: 

Sheryl Bakaj (Kaytlyn Howard’s Aunt) 

Karen Briggs 

Jason Clarke 

Sadie Dombrowski 

Elizabeth Emory 

Joan Frantzen 

Terry Howard Jr 

Wildred Marvin 

Dot Olson (Barb Bosse’s mom) 

Teri Sawchuk 

Rex Walden (Karen Briggs’ Son-In-Law) 
 

For those who are grieving the loss of  a loved one: 

Shelly Hirsch who lost her father, Joseph Hammel 

The Turner Family for the loss of  Emery Turner 

JessieMay Kessler for the loss of  her daughter, Lynn May 

 

 

Prayers for Hanmok Church, our Korean Partner Church. 

Prayers for all those who are providing care for family members. 

Prayers for all those who are grieving.  

Prayers for all who are in recovery and struggling with sobriety.  

Prayers for all those separated from their families. 

Prayers for our country, its leaders and for peace here and in the world.  

IN OUR PRAYERS 
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 CELEBRATIONS & THANKS 

We are very thankful to so many  
people in our church community… 

 
… Thank you to Tom St. Louis for fixing the windows 
and door in the office. 
 
… Thank you to Kim Lewis for the countless behind 
the scenes hours she puts in to ensure we have music 
each week for our worship services, both in-person and 
online because of music copyrights.  
 
… Thank you to Amy Domeika and Avis Hull for ar-
ranging the Easter Flower sale and deliveries.  
 
… Thank you to Donna Wink for painting the hallway 
near the stage room.  
 

We thank those who check on and 
open/close windows and doors… 
for those who bring in paper goods 
to offset our expenses, and for those 
who donate their time and efforts to 
maintain and repair our buildings 
and grounds. 

 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

04/05 Sean Stevens 
 
04/08 Evelyn Plecan 
 
04/13 Chester Anderson 
  Matthew Olsen(Simonds) 
  Necia Stopa 
 
04/14 Timmy Anderson 
  Gerry Caron 
 
04/17 Wendy Moores 
 
04/22 Jason Clarke 
  Cora Rago 
 
04/24 Todd Simonds 
 
04/26 Rosie Bosse 
  Sara McCarvill 
  Barbara McKelvey  
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  
 

04/27 Jim & Liza Ringuette  

Dear CFC,  

I truly enjoyed my birthday flowers sent from 
the church! It was a lovely surprise.  

~JessieMay Kessler 

 

Dear CFC,  

Thank you so much for your 
kindness and thinking of  me on 
my birthday! It was such a sur-
prise to get flowers.  

~Garry Riddell  
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BIRTHDAYS &  ANNIVERSARIES 



 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 
 

 

On the last Sunday of every month at 4:30 PM, we will have 
a "Youth Check-In" via Zoom. ALL youth of our church are in-
vited to attend! I miss our kiddos, and I am certain that our 
youth miss one another even more.  
 

This check-in will be a great opportunity to see one another, 
chat, play games, and just have some fun! (Think YOUTH GROUP!) Depending on the number/ages 
of youth in attendance, breakout rooms may be utilized.  
 

A link to our check-in will be emailed to families and will also be posted to our Sunday School Face-
book Page. (Not a part of our SS Facebook Page? Contact Nicole to join!)  
 

I hope you will join us! ~Nicole 

 
Please Note: Just as with in-person events, all virtual events will abide by our Safe Church Policies.  
The policy can be viewed on our website under the Christian Education tab. 
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Youth 

Sunday School Update 
Are you ready to return to Sunday School? I know I sure am!  

 

Beginning April 11th (weather permitting) we will have in-person Sunday School 
OUTDOORS for all youth in preschool– 8th grade! Signing up, wearing masks, 
and maintaining proper social distancing will still be required, but being outdoors 
will allow for many more youth being able to attend! Grownups– dress your kiddos 
for outdoor activities and  some messy fun!  

 
 

In-Person Sunday School will abide by the same policy as in-person worship.  
Should Colchester become a “Red-Alert” town, Sunday School will be cancelled. 

Join me via Facebook Live at 7 AM on Easter 
Sunday for a special story time!  

 
*Due to copyright restrictions, the Facebook 
Live story time will premiere from the CFC Sun-
day School Group. If you would like to join this 
group please let me know!    ~Nicole 

story time 



 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Updated Announcement: Vaccine Clinics at CFC 

Recently the Chatham Health District expressed interest in using our church building as a recurring vaccine clinic 
site.  After discussions with our Reopening Team and representatives from the District walking through our available 
space, we are happy to share that Colchester Federated Church will be a vaccine clinic site.  
  
Clinics could occur two days per week—more information on the scheduled clinics will be forthcoming.  Pastor Lau-
ren and Nicole will work from home when the vaccine clinics occur.  The Church Office will be open the other days 
of the week between 9:00 AM and 1:00 PM as normal.  The congregation is encouraged to make arrangements for 
office visits; of course, masks and social distancing remain requirements. 
  
Some may wonder why the Reopening Team has made the decision to allow vaccine clinics while our congregation 
continues to worship virtually.  The staff of the Chatham Health District are experts at exposure mitigation strategies 
and there is less risk involved with people quickly moving throughout our building to receive vaccines as opposed to a 
larger group gathered in the sanctuary together for a worship service.  Additionally, it is our hope that the more people 
who get vaccinated, and the more quickly people get vaccinated, the sooner we can safely return to in-person wor-
ship.  Being a vaccine site will be of great service to our community.  We feel called to love our neighbors by allow-
ing our church building to be used for this purpose and proud that we can play a part in providing hope and healing for 
many. 

 

The Reopening Committee,  

Mark Bosse, Kurt Frantzen, Nicole Hosford, Cheryl Letendre, Kim Lewis, Tom St. Louis, and Pastor Lauren 
 
Vaccination Sign-up: https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/covid-19%20vaccinations 
 
For questions please contact: Chatham Public Health District 
 
Note: This is a Chatham Health District activity; therefore, do not contact Colchester Federated Church for infor-
mation or to sign-up for a vaccination. Colchester Federated Church is not authorized to speak for Chatham Health 
District, answer questions pertaining to the clinic, or otherwise coordinate clinic activities. 
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Save the Date! 
 

Our Annual Meeting will be held on May 2nd 
 

All ministries are asked to submit their reports to the 
office by Wednesday, April 21st.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Do you shop on Amazon? Did you know that you can shop on 
Amazon AND help out CFC? Simply go to  
smile.amazon.com and login using your usual Amazon ac-
count information. You can type “Colchester Federated 
Church” in the organization search bar or go directly to our 
page by visiting https://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0790030 
 
When you shop AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low 
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will 
donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases directly to CFC!  



 ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CFC is excited to be partnering with the Chatham Health District to serve as a site for future COVID-
19 vaccination clinics.  We have had some members ask about the possibility of volunteering at the 
clinics. All potential volunteers at COVID-19 vaccination clinics are being asked to register with CT 
Responds.  
 
The process for registering with CT Responds is outlined below.  If you do submit an application, 
please email Christine Miskell (christine.miskell@chathamhealth.org) so she can help facilitate the 
approval process.  
 
To register go to: https://ctresponds.ct.gov/ 
 
-Click Yellow REGISTER button  
-Under Add Organizations  
Click Black arrow next to CT MRC 
Check the box next to Capital Region MRC 
(this will ensure you are notified about volunteer 
opportunities at Chatham Health District Clinics 
being held at CFC) 
-Create a username and password   
(remember these so you can log back into your ac-
count later)  
-Complete the application.    
-Regarding Occupation Type please note that 
we need medical and non-medical volunteers at all 
of our clinics.   
-Submit the application 
You will be notified by email once your application 
has been accepted.  
 

After your application has been accepted, you will be notified about volunteer opportunities in the 
region as they open up.  
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Clinic Volunteers Needed 

mailto:christine.miskell@chathamhealth.org
https://ctresponds.ct.gov/


 CHURCH CALENDAR  

April 2021 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
  

    
  
  

  
  
  

1 Maundy 
Thursday 
  
  
7 PM Worship Service 
  

2 Good Friday 
  
  
 
12 PM Worship Service 
  

3 
  

4 Easter 
 

6 AM Sunrise Service at 
Lake Hayward 
  
9 AM Worship Service 
  
10:30 AM Virtual Cof-
fee Hour 
  

5 
  
 
Chatham Health 
District Vaccine 
Clinic  
 
 
 
Pastor Lauren Off 

 

6 
  
10:30 AM Virtual Bible 
Study 
  
  

7 
  
9:30 AM Staff Meeting 
(O) 
  
7 PM CE Meeting 
(Virtual) 

8 9 
  

10 

11 
  
9 AM Worship Service 
  
10:30 AM Virtual Cof-
fee Hour 

  

12 
  

  

13 
  
10:30 AM Virtual Bible 
Study 
  
  

14 
 
7 PM Stewardship 
(virtual) 
  
  
 
 
 
Nicole Hosford Off 

 

15 16 17 

18 
  
9 AM Virtual Worship 
  
10:30 AM Virtual Cof-
fee Hour 
  
 
 
Dave Hock Off 

19 
  
  
  
  
  
  

20  
Crier Deadline 
  
10:30 AM Virtual Bible 
Study 
  
7 PM Deacons (Virtual) 

21 
Annual  

Reports Due 

22 
 
 
Chatham Health 
District Vaccine 
Clinic  

23 
  

24 
  

25 
  
9 AM Worship Service 
  
10:30 AM Virtual Cof-
fee Hour 
  
4:30 PM Youth Check-
In 
  

26 
  

27 
  
10:30 AM Virtual Bible 
Study 
  

28 
  

29 
  
 
 
Chatham Health 
District Vaccine 
Clinic  

30 
  

  



 
Colchester Federated Church 

60 Main St 
Colchester, CT. 06415 
Phone: (860) 537-5189 
www.colchesterfederadtedchurch.org 

Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest 
of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch 
in its branches. 

Matthew 13:32 


