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PAY ATTENTION TO THE INJUSTICE IN YOU.
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If we have the ability to see the negative in someone else, 
doesn’t that also mean we have the ability to see the positive?

Think about I Corinthians 13:6 NIV:

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with  
the truth.

At one point in time, I made a decision that if someone else 
was going to hear what I thought about them, it was going to 
be something good. There’s something to celebrate in every 
person—and people want to hear it! I was only able to do this, 
however, as my heart began to be healed from insecurity and 
became rooted in the love of God. Check out what Jesus said 
about us “calling out” others:

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 

brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in 
your own eye?” (Matthew 7:3 NIV.)

Once you know that you don’t have it all together, you’ll be 
better at showing compassion and grace to others when you 
see their flaws. In the same way, once you realize how blessed 
you are, you’ll be able to bless others. In fact, you may even 
be able to find their strengths!

Our greatest hope of speaking positive, life-giving words is 
to listen to God’s voice. Today, ask God to transform 
your heart into one that reflects His. Then look for 
an opportunity to call out something positive in 
someone else today.
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Growing up, my family didn’t have much money. So we never 
made choices like . . . Where should we go eat tonight? Where 
should we go on vacation?

We ate whatever was on sale at the grocery store, and we 
vacationed at grandma’s house.

But when I graduated from high school, a bunch of people 
gave me money as a graduation gift. I was NOT expecting 
that! All of a sudden, I had more cash in my pocket than I ever 
had. But within two weeks, I spent it all. What did I buy? No 
clue. I can’t remember. (I do remember taking a bunch of trips 
to Taco Bell, though!)

But whatever I bought, it was MY choice. Once the money was 
gone, however, the choices were gone. And so were my trips 
to Taco Bell. 

Scripture tells us that we are born with freedom. We are free 
to choose what we think, believe, and care about. But just like 
me with a whole bunch of graduation money, those choices 
can be good or bad. This is how the apostle Paul talks about it:

For you have been called to live in freedom, my 
brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to 
satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom 
to serve one another in love (Galatians 5:13 NLT).

Paul’s like, “You’re free to choose. So choose something 
better!” Like what? Well, Paul starts by telling us to serve one 
another in love.

So what’s one choice you could make today or 
tomorrow to serve someone else? You’re smart—I know 
you can come up with something!

Ask God to give you the courage to follow through on that 
one choice.
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Eugene Lang spoke to a class of 6th graders at an inner-city 
school in East Harlem. Based on the track record of students 
from that school, he knew that within three years most of them 
would be in trouble. They’d drop out, be on drugs, or end 
up in prison. As Lang looked at them, it broke his heart. And 
then he said something shocking: “Stay in school. I’ll pay the 
college tuition for every one of you that chooses to go.”

Nearly 90 percent of that class graduated and went on  
to college! 

Now here’s a question: If Eugene Lang had only talked to 
that class and given a nice speech, do you think we’d still be 
talking about this story today? Probably not. No, the reason 
we’re still talking about this story is because of what he DID. 
It goes back to the old saying, “Actions speak louder than 
words.” Paul wrote his version of that idea:

If I could speak all the languages of earth and of 
angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a noisy 
gong or a clanging symbol (1 Corinthians 13:1 NLT).

Paul knew that it didn’t matter how smart, eloquent, or talented 
he was. If he didn’t actually love people, it was just noise.

You probably don’t have the money to do what Eugene Lang 
did. But that doesn’t mean we can’t take action. You could 
volunteer to serve in your church, spend time with somebody 
who would love it, or help your mom clean up around the 
house. You have more than you think you do. And when 
you decide to get involved in loving others, God will put 
opportunities in front of you. 

Today, try praying something like this: God, I want 
to be somebody who shows love to other people. 
Will you please show me how? Will you please put 
obvious opportunities in front of me, or help me think 
of ways I can demonstrate your love to other people.
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My daughter has a toy grocery store cash register. She even 
has a little apron she puts on when her store is “open.” She 
and I rotate who’s the cashier and who’s the customer. She 
would probably play “store” for 15 straight hours if she could. 
But after about 7 minutes, I’m dying for something else to do!

Ever since she got her toy cash register, you can’t imagine how 
excited she gets when we check out at the REAL grocery store. 
At the real grocery store, the options are limitless, everything 
is more substantial, and even the real cash register is better! 
Basically, she has come to appreciate how much bigger and 
better the real thing is.

This is what Paul is talking about in his letter to the church  
in Rome:

Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. 
Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good 
(Romans 12:9 NLT).

Really loving people, caring about them, and wanting what’s 
good for their lives is so much better than pretending to love.

• It’s better than talking about loving people.
• It’s better than good intentions.
• It’s better than thinking, Someone should do something 

to help them.

Really loving people is an exciting way to live. In fact, it’s the 
best life possible!

Let’s start with one small step. What’s one good thing you 
could do for someone else today? Let’s quit pretending, 
and start learning how to really love people.
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• “I’m smarter than you.”
• “I’m better than you.”
• “I’m right, and you’re obviously wrong.”

Have you ever found yourself thinking these things like this in 
the middle of an argument? Or found yourself thinking those 
things for no reason at all? Or found yourself thinking these 
things because you’re a Christian? 

If you’re a Jesus-follower, it can actually be fairly easy to 
look at the people around you and assume you’re a better 
person than others because you’re a Christian. You’re more 
“spiritual.” You’re closer to God than people at your church, 
and you’re certainly closer to God than people at your school. 
You know the types of decisions other people make. And it’s 
easy to put your good decisions against their bad decisions 
and think, I’m better than them.

No matter the reason, anytime we walk around and feel like 
we’re better than someone else, it reveals a problem. Here’s 
what Paul said about it:

If anyone thinks they are something when they are 
not, they deceive themselves (Galatians 6:3 NIV).

God cares about people more than anything. God loves 
you so much that He sent Jesus. What did Jesus do? He 
demonstrated to the world just how much love God has for us. 
Then, He died to show how far that love would go.

If you’re a Christian, you are following a Person who is FOR 
people. So when we act as though we’re better than people, 
we’re doing the opposite of what God stands for.

Who are you sometimes tempted to think you’re 
“above” or better than? Confess that pride to God 
and ask Him to grow more humility inside of you.
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