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A lot of people feel like God is unfair. And, they have some 
pretty logical reasons:

• Bad things happen to good people.
• Sometimes people pray and things get worse.

You may even feel that way right now. If so, don’t beat yourself 
up. We’ve all been there. But when Jesus was on Earth, He 
referred to God as “Abba.” Which means Father. Actually, 
it’s closer to Daddy. Jesus talked about God like a close,  
loving dad.

Whether or not your dad is close and loving, you probably 
know one or two that are. Or at least you’ve seen good dads 
in movies or TV shows. And isn’t it true that good, loving dads 
feel unfair to their kids sometimes?

• Curfew is too early.
• Dating is monitored.
• Behavior comes with consequences and accountability.

Why are good dads like this? Because they love their kids and 
want what’s best for them! 

Check out what the Psalmist says as He’s talking about God:

Your justice is eternal, and your instructions are 
perfectly true (Psalm 119:142 NLT).

God loves you. And even when you don’t feel like that’s true, 
there’s nothing more true! Like a good father, He wants what’s 
best for you. For one day, instead of trying to figure 
out if God is “fair” or not, focus that energy on all 
the ways God is expressing His love to you. 
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When you were a kid, did you ever play a game called “Mercy?” 
If so, you know it’s weird and not really a game but more like 
torture where you basically grab hands, interlock fingers, and 
start twisting until someone cries “mercy!”

Again . . . it’s weird. 

There are a bunch of variations of this game, but they all fall 
under the same premise: when someone establishes the upper 
hand, the person who is weaker (or hurt) can say the word 
mercy and they’ll be released. 

With that in mind, check out this Old Testament verse:

No, O people, the Lord has told you what is good, 
and this is what he requires of you: to do what is  
 

right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your 
God (Micah 6:8 NLT).

God wants people to love the idea of mercy. Not the game, 
of course, but the idea of compassion and forgiveness being 
shown to people—especially when they don’t deserve it.

Why? Because that’s what God has done for us. 

Who is somebody you could show mercy to today? 
Take a minute and start by praying for them. If you 
can’t think of anybody, start with your family. If you have 
younger siblings, start there. Or, pray for one of your parents 
or stepparents. 
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In an article titled, “The 15 Greatest Underdog Sports Stories 
Of All Time,” MensJournal.com talks about the American 
hockey team that competed in the 1980 Olympics:

Team USA had been playing well during the Olympic 
tournament, but the roster was filled with amateurs and 
college players. In contrast, the battle-tested Soviet Union 
squad boasted of some of the best hockey talent in the  
world . . . Even the most hopeful fans wondered if the United 
States could even score in the game, let alone win. Instead, 
Team USA pulled off an amazing upset, winning the game 4-3 
and earning themselves a place in history.

It’s called “The Miracle On Ice” because a miracle is what 
Team USA looked like they needed to defeat the Soviet 
hockey machine. And even if you don’t care about hockey, 
it’s still inspiring to think about a huge underdog becoming 
champion. With that in mind, check out this verse:

“He lifts the poor from the dust and the needy from 
the garbage dump. He sets them among princes, 
placing them in seats of honor. For all the earth is 
the Lord’s, and he has set the world in order” (1 
Samuel 2:8 NLT).

In God’s Kingdom, He transforms people from underdogs to 
champions. He’s that kind of God! So when it comes to places 
in your life where you feel like you’re losing, just turn to Him. 
And when you encounter people who seem like they’re losing, 
remember this verse.

Ask God to give you a faith in Him that is bigger than your 
current circumstances. And ask Him to help you see others 
through that same lens. Today, try praying something 
like this: God, I feel like the biggest underdog 
sometimes. Take my biggest weaknesses and 
struggles and transform them into something better. 
I want to honor you with my life, but so often I fall 
short. I need your help, grace, and guidance. Make 
me a champion for You. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Although she was well before your time, there’s a lady named 
Ella Fitzgerald who’s lovingly referred to as the “Queen of Jazz.”

She’s won 13 Grammy awards, sold over 40 million albums, 
received medals from two presidents, and in 2007, her face 
was on a U.S. postal stamp.

But this is a lady who was homeless at one point. She had no 
idea that her voice would put her in the history books one day. 
But it did!

Like Fitzgerald’s voice, you and I sit on a treasure trove. And 
like her when she was homeless, sometimes we don’t realize it. 

What is this treasure trove exactly? Well, the apostle Paul 
highlighted it in a letter he wrote to some people he cared 
about a lot:

And this same God who takes care of me will 
supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which 
have been given to us in Christ Jesus (Philippians  
4:19 NLT).

God doesn’t run out of abundance. He doesn’t take care of 
someone we know, and then run out of the ability to take care 
of us. His “riches” are more than enough for what we need!

The question is, are we accessing it? Are we asking for it? Are 
we pursuing it? Or have we become too cynical in our belief 
that God won’t take care of us?

Today, ask God for more of His glorious riches. This 
isn’t about money—it’s about all the good that God 
can bring to your life. It’s about an overflow of 
goodness that He can put in you to help your life 
and spill out to help other people.
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According to TheKnot.com, one of the longest engagements 
happened in Mexico. 

“Octavio Guillen and Adriana . . . married when they were 
both 82 years old, 67 years after getting engaged.”

That should’ve given them plenty of time to decide on the 
flavor of their wedding cake!

But wow, talk about waiting! This story brings up so many 
questions, but the only information out there is a two-sentence 
summary on this random website.

Back in the Old Testament, there was a prophet named Isaiah 
who preached and wrote to the people of Jerusalem and 
Judah. They understood waiting very well. They were waiting 
on a Messiah (Jesus) to rescue them. In the meantime, they 

lived in a world that was becoming less interested in waiting 
on God to come through for them. So Isaiah pleaded with 
them with messages like this:

“He will not falter or lose heart until justice prevails 
throughout the earth. Even distant lands beyond the 
sea will wait for his instruction” (Isaiah 42:4 NLT).

Isaiah basically said, “Don’t give up on God. He’s not giving 
up on you!”

Where do you feel like giving up? Where do you feel like God 
has given up on you? Where do you feel like you’re waiting? 
Write those things down, put them in a place where 
you consistently see them, and pray about them for 
as many days as you possibly can. Wait patiently, and 
watch God move over time!
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