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Dear Crossroads Church family, 

 

Back in June, after months of on-line only services, our doors opened for in-person Sunday services.  

What a blessing it is to gather in-person; friends and family together worshipping the Lord!  We desire 

and plan for that to continue!  And it’s with that goal in mind that I write this note today.  We want to: 
 

 1.  Keep people safe where it’s within our ability. 

 2.  Continue with in-person services. 

 

News headlines about COVID seem to only hit the extremes, from the latest surge of infections (record 

highs), to talk of vaccines that could be 94% effective and available to all by spring…  Then there’s 

news that hasn’t actually made the news: last week a church in South Thurston County chose to 

discontinue (for now) in-person services after 32 of their people tested positive.  (I’ve talked with their 

pastor, let’s be praying for their quick recovery and protection from infection.)  We don’t need to be 

afraid about this, but neither should we discount it.  All of this put together makes a case for emotional 

whiplash.  People are tired of it all.  And the last thing I want is to be another shrill voice with bad 

news.  Relax.  That’s not the plan! 

 

Your Pastoral team is committed to the goals mentioned above:  keep people safe, and continue in-

person services.  Meeting both of those goals are increasingly challenging.  And rather than making a 

scientific case about this or that (not my role) I want to call you all to something higher, something 

better.  Love and sacrifice.  And it’s not my request, it’s a call Jesus made to His own. 

 

Masks, social distancing, “my rights”, faith; all of these considerations seem to have created a culture 

(both inside and outside of the Church) where every person decides for themselves what they believe 

about mask effectiveness, vaccines, etc.  Everyone does have the right to their own opinion.  But the 

Lord gives us some guidelines once the effect of “my opinions” and “my rights” intersect with people.  

I’m asking you now to take a moment to consider this with me. 

 

Wearing a mask has become a point of contention in our culture. Even within our own leadership team, 

we have differences of opinion and preference about this.  However, by God’s grace, we remain unified 

when our response is centered upon God’s word. 

 

Romans 13:1 requires of us: “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.”  God grants no exception 

to accommodate our preferences or political objection.    God’s purposes and will supersede even our 

constitutional views.  There is a place where we cannot submit to human government, but that line is 

crossed when human orders contradict God’s word.  Masks and social distancing do not prevent us 

from loving God, or from worshipping Him, or from loving people.  They do not contradict God’s 

word… 
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In past months, we’ve strongly encouraged people to wear masks.  Now (in order to be able to meet in 

person) masks are required while inside church buildings.  Exceptions will be made for small children 

(we will talk about that Sunday).  Also, leaders will remove their masks temporarily while on stage.  

Seating is moved back from the stage.  If you cannot wear a mask, we invite you to our on-line services 

until the requirement for masks is lifted, or until your own circumstances allow for a mask.  We want 

you with us! 

 

We are aware that many people are not comfortable attending our gatherings unless people are wearing 

masks and practicing social distancing. This is challenging for everyone because we are a church that 

loves relationship.  So much happens when we are together, laughing, talking, hugging – all of that.  

But these activities are too risky to continue for now.  Social distancing is reasonable.  It’s why for this 

season, we must back away from hugs and handshakes.  This is hard, but it’s only for a season.  And 

we remain committed to showing all people loving deference.  Social distancing is loving.   

 

One other topic from the Governor’s new requirements has to do with worship.  He created 

requirements for how we lead and participate in the worship portion of our services.  While worship 

extends beyond singing, singing is a major and critical mandate expressed in God’s word.  The 

Governor has crossed a line on this topic.  Who can determine how God shall be worshipped but God 

Himself.  Pressed on this point, we will honor God and His word above the mandates of men.  Our 

attitude and heart is humility toward the office and person of our Governor, so it is with regret we make 

this stance. We will act righteously in this, and we will honor God first.  I’ll spend time on this Sunday, 

but for now I reassure you:  At Crossroads Church we will worship in spirit and in truth.  (See John 

4:23-24).  

 

The New Testament is abundantly clear that Christians are called to joyfully lay down their rights, 

privileges, preferences, and desires to serve one another. This is nothing less than the law of Christ, the 

law of love. And, it is to this law, not human laws, that we owe our highest allegiance. Romans 12:10, 

“Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” And, Galatians 6:2, 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  

 

Love doesn’t walk into a room and ask, “How can other people lay down their rights, privileges, 

preferences, and desires to serve me?”  Love asks, “How can I lay down my rights, privileges, 

preferences, and desires to serve them?” Christ Himself said  “[He] came not to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28)  This is the call of Jesus (to us all) I 

mentioned at the beginning of this letter. 

 

There are additional steps we are taking to upgrade our safety and to comply with the spirit of the 

requirements.  We will share more about that on that Sunday. But I’d like to wrap up this note with this 

thought:   In our fractured, sometimes hostile, often accusing, and divided culture, we remain tethered 

to what Jesus says in John 13:34-35,  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
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just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

Our fractured world will know that we are followers of Jesus Christ by our love for one another! May 

we, as those who have been loved by Jesus, Himself, strive to love one another in the same way.   

 

See you Sunday at church. 

 

In Christ, 

  

Pastor Terry on behalf of the Pastoral Team at Crossroads Church 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 


